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F! DAVID POLLACK MATT LEINART 
$4.99 US/$5.99 CAN/FOR y GEORGIA usc 


NAME: KELLAN LUTZ 

PROFESSION: POOL PLAYER 

JEANS: LEVI’S® LOW RISE STRAIGHT 529” JEANS 
IMPRESSION: CHALK 


FIND YOUR STYLE AT SELECT STORES - ROBINSONS-MAY, HECHT’S, FILENE’S, KAUFMANN’S, FOLEY’S, 
FAMOUS-BARR, MEIER & FRANK, STRAWBRIDGE’S, L.S. AYRES, THE JONES STORE levi.com 
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A STYLE FOR EVERY STORY 


RELAXED FIT 


REGULAR FIT 


501° ORIGINAL 


LOOSE BOOT CUT 


LOW RISE STRAIGHT 


LOW RISE BOOT CUT 
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Stop stressing. start ressing. 


Stressfree shirts, jeans, and khaki SSseecsette resistant 
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Live richly: 


GG thank You Be) 


Introducing Thank You from Citi, 


a new kind of rewards program. 
Electronics, books, clothes. 


Get something great 


without a gazillion points. 


Achievable rewards 
that mean something. 
Just our way 


of saying thank-you. 


Now that’s a card you can count on 
Call now: 1-888-CITICARD. 


citicards.com 
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"It's brilliant.’- psm 


"ESPN NFL 2K5 will own your soul.” - IGN.com 


ESPNVIDEOGAMES.com 


PlayStation. -_. PLAYERS 
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To see the world the way USC's 
All-America QB Matt Leinart sees 
it, you have to go deep betweert 
his earholes. 

BY BRUCE FELDMAN 


98 POWER 16. 


Corey Webster of No. 4 LSU stars 
in college football’s preseason 
version of The Usual Suspects, a 
remake of 2003's final poll. 


EDGE WISE 


What gives our Power 16 teams the edge 

they need for a BCS bid? Bulldogs DE David 

. Pollack-the nation's best pass-rusher- 
could tell you, if he’d sit still long enough. 

BY GENE WOJCIECHOWSKI 
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JAMMAL BROWN 
OU's title hopes this season rest 
on the shoulder pads of a man a = 
who just can't forget last season. 
BY IVAN MAISEL 
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HIGHER ELEVATION 
Michigan State coach John L. 
Smith climbed Africa’s tallest ~ 
peak hoping to raise his game. 
BY DAVE BIRKETT 
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DO YOU KNOW HIM? = SWEATING IT OUT 


Niners safety Tony Parrish Saints corner Ashley 
; is the NFL's BPNMPB Ambrose knows all too 
(Best Player Never to well that for aging NFL 
Make the Pro Bowl). But journeymen like himself, 
his reign may soon be time-and younger talent- ri 1 ; == 
coming to an end. are gaining fast. ae se : ea 
BY EDDIE MATZ BY TIM STRUBY 72 124 130 
BABY LOVE | A HARD LINE DRIVE DON'T GET UPSET NOW 
Nuggets forward Nene A shot up the middle. A Like all the top seeds at 
wants to turn soccer- horrible thud. Was it the this year's U.S. Open, 
mad Brazil into a hoops aluminum bat that killed Andy Roddick will have 
theme park. With his Brandon Patch? His friends his eyes on a title—and a 
hops and charm, he'll be and family think so. target on his back. 
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Someone's left the door to the postseason wide 
open, and look who's wandered in: Outcasts. 

Rookies. Hustlers, like Michael Young of the 
Rangers. If you like surprise stories, you're going 
to love September. 
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After surviving cancer, training camp 
is almost fun for Panthers LB Mark 
Fields ... Bengals CB Deltha O'Neal 
tries to fix his “gambling problem" ... 
Eddie Ballgame's fantasy picks. 
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Peter Gammons says Twins OF 
Shannon Stewart is one of six players 
who will frame this year's playoff 
picture ... Brewers GM Doug Melvin 
makes the most with very little. 


140 MOTORSPORTS 
With four races to go before NASCAR 
narrows the field in its Chase for the 
Cup, 10 drivers are vying for the final 
five spots. We tell you who's moving 
up, sliding back and holding steady. 
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G in Canada’s the favorite, but watch out 

2 for those Europeans. The 2004 World 
Cup offers hockey fans what may be 
their best chance to see NHL stars 
like Jarome Iginla for a long time. 
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Wonder why George Steinbrenner is 
willing to pay $700 million to build a 
new Yankee Stadium? Easy-just 
means less money The Boss has to 
share with other MLB teams. 
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OFFICIAL JEANS OF 
DALE EARNHARDT JR. 
& THE #8 RACE TEAM 


BILL SIMMONS 


THE SPORTS GUY 


| THOUGHT I'D 
LIKE TO BE A 
NEWSHOUND FOR 
A DAY. WHAT WAS 
| THINKING? 


On the night before Boston 
traded for GP, | had dinner 
with a Very Important ESPN 
Executive. | was in a foul 
mood after spending hours 
on my cell phone—a big 
waste, it turns out—all 
because | wanted to break my 
first news scoop and see my 
name on ESPN's :28/:58 ticker. 
You know, something like this: 
“ESPN's Bill Simmons reports 
that the Lakers have traded 
Gary Payton, Rick Fox 
~~ and a conditional No. 1 pick to the 
Celtics for Marcus Banks, Chris 
Mihm, Chucky Atkins 
EJ anda Celtics 2005 
second-round pick.” 
Sure, you won't bounce 
your grandkids on your lap telling them 


IT’S MUCH SAFER TO SIT ON THE SOFA AND WRITE ABOUT VARSITY BLUES. 


about that trade. LA was getting 25% 
of a 36-W team. Boston was getting a 
wannabe actor and an over-the-hill 
point guard nearly eight years removed 
from his debut in Eddie, But | didn’t 
care. It was good enough to get me on 
the ticker. Unfortunately, my sources 
were saying it wouldn't happen until 
Friday afternoon, if at all. That gave my 
competition 18 hours to find out. 


The Sports Guy writes 
much longer for 
ESPN.com's Page 2. 
“| spent all day on the phone for 
nothing. Now it's gonna get out.” 
“That's what our guys go through 
every day,” the VIEE said. “It’s a tough 
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“I'm so frustrated,” | told the VIEE. 


”“" 


job. Tougher than anyone thinks.” 

He was referring to real reporters, 
not schmucks like me. But | saw his 
point. There’s a price to pay for get- 
ting on that ticker. You never stop 
working connections, answering 
calls, chasing tips. You leave your 
cell on vibrate in movies, send 
e-mails like a crazed telespammer, 
twiddle your thumbs for hours. You 
live in fear that someone else will get 
something before you. So you keep 
working those phones. 

“| hate this,” | told the VIEE. “My 
head hurts. It’s like all that work went 
into a vortex.” 

“That's why you have the greatest 
gig in the world,” he said. “You don't 
have to deal with this stuff.” 

He was right. It’s much safer sitting 
on the sofa and writing 2,700 words 


on Varsity Blues, or trying to figure 
where Shag ranks on the Vengeance 
Scale against Montecore the Tiger, 
Tupac and Keyser Soze—two columns 
| wrote this summer. Still, | was all 
about the ticker. Just once. 

The next morning, | worked the 
phones like Bud Fox trying to meet 
Gekko. Finally | got the word: GP was 
headed to the Celtics. They were 
announcing the deal at 4 p.m. ET; 
| could break it at 3:45. That gave me 
three hours to write a column and 
break the trade. | finished in two. 

During that time, two Boston radio 


stations reported that a deal “could be 
in the works” with GP. Suddenly, my 
scoop was vanishing faster than Ricky 
Williams. | made more calls, deciding 
to break the story 30 minutes early. By 
3:15, the news piece (along with my 
column) was on the front page of 
ESPN.com, with a “BREAKING NEWS” 
headline and a lead that started, 

“An NBA’ source tells ESPN.com's Bill 
Simmons that...” 

Beautiful. | beat everybody—and 
had a column up, too. My editor 
called to thank me. Dad called to 
congratulate me. | felt like breaking 
out a cigar, and | don't even smoke 
those things. At 3:28, | turned on 
ESPNEWS to see my name on the 
ticker. Even TiVoed it. 

And that’s when things turned. 
They didn’t use my name in the 


news flash, only “ESPN.com 
reports ...” Thanks, guys. Then 
| learned that a Boston radio 
station was reporting that the trade 
wasn’t done yet. Repeat: not done yet. 
Uh-oh. 
| always wondered how Sammy Sosa 
felt when his corked bat exploded. 
Now | knew. This was a nightmare 
of Elm Street proportions. | started 
dialing like crazy. Nobody picked up. 
Please, God, this can’t be happening. 
And then, finally ... 
“Hey.” 
“What’sgoingonisthetradeoffwhy 


hasn'titbeenannouncedyet!’mhavinga 
heartattackpleasetellmeitwasn't 
caliedoff.” 

“Relax. It’s already been called in. 
Payton is just flipping out, that’s all.” 

“So it's still happening?” 

“Still happening. Etch it in stone.” 

Thirty minutes later, it happened. 
| never made the ticker. None of the 
bastards in Boston gave me credit for 
anything. Nobody cared. 

And that’s the thing about breaking 
these ‘‘stories.” Unless it’s something 
like “George Steinbrenner to Sell 
Yankees to P. Diddy,” or “Bill 
Parcells and Richie Andersonto 
Marry,” not many fans give a crap 

who breaks what. It’s 

not like these 
. » things aren't 
y getting 
announced, 
anyway. 
“Who cares 
if Reporter 
A breaks a 
story five min- 

utes before Reporters 
B and C? | certainly don’t. 

Which raises a bigger question: why 
did | care so much? Honestly, | have 
no idea. The Sports Gal thinks I’ve 
watched Al/ the President's Men one 
too many times. | just know I'm 
scheduled for angioplasty next week. 
Meantime, I'll leave this stuff to the big 
boys and return to the one place where 
everything makes sense. 

My sofa. & 
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THE BUCS’ NO. 1 
RECEIVER WANTS 
TO GET PAID LIKE 
ONE. WHAT’S 
WRONG WITH THAT? 


What's it worth, respecting 
yourself? It’s costing Keenan 
McCardell $5,000 a day, and we're 
just getting started on this tab. The 
Bucs will soon go after half of a 
$2 million bonus McCardell’s already 
earned in blood. Then the game 
checks will start disappearing too. 
But McCardell believes in himself, 
in his value and in his ability to find 
fairness in this life he’s chosen. a 
~ Sohe stands up by sitting, = 
We don’t want to hear this, right? 
All this tired talk from hold-out mil- 
lionaires about respect and about it 
not being about the money. Our eyes 
close, our heads shake and our minds 


shut down with a prison-door clang. 

Can't we just go back to cheering? 
It's so much more tranquil in the 
cathedral when we don’t have to hear 
the jangle of collection plates. But the 
NFL's flawed financial system and 
McCardell’s arguments, numbers and 
passion all line up to reveal, with a 
hallelujah, one crucial fact: 

He is right. He should sit out. 

But, man, it is going to hurt. 

He is tilting at windmills, Keenan 
Quixote up against America’s most 


ESPN The Magazine 
With Dan Le Batard can 
be heard Sundays, 

7-11 a.m. ET, 


aESPNIRAOID popular sport. His bosses, his coach, 


his union and fan sentiment are all 
teaming up against him, leaving him 
very much alone with his principle. 
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His teammates are the only ones who 
understand, because they feel the 
arctic nature of this cutthroat work- 
place in their broken bones. But they 
are not his teammates now. They've 
got to continue huddling up for their 
money in a league that their former 
mouthpiece, Warren Sapp, once 


likened to slavery. Obviously a bad 


analogy (slaves don't get Right Guard 


commercials), but the hyperbole 
nonetheless underlines real injustice. 
“I’m very angry,” McCardell says. 
“The Bucs have insulted me with their 
words and actions. They seem to be 
more interested in beating me up than 
beating the teams on our schedule. 


I'm more important as an example 
than as a player. I've played hurt, 
done my job, don’t say much—and 
this is how they treat you? It is 
blatantly disrespectful. In any other 
company in America, increased 
responsibility comes with a promotion 
and pay raise. l’ve outperformed 

my contract.” 

True that. He has averaged 81 
catches and more than 1,000 yards a 
season since 1996. He is among the 
top 20 receivers ever in receptions. 
Last season, Keyshawn Johnson 
earned more by effectively getting 
fired by the Bucs than McCardell did 
by having a better year than Terrell 


Owens, Joe Horn, Eric Moulds and 
Laveranues Coles. 

McCardell’s contract pays him less 
per year than Tim Dwight’s. No. 1 
receivers average $4.5 million a 
season, and this No. 1 doesn’t want to 
settle again for $2 million less than 
that. But the Bucs won't talk, so 
McCardell’s only choice is to fight 
the system and bleed $5,000 a day. 

But what about his four- 
year, $10 million contract 


Bucs say he should honor its 
sanctity. Then again, they 
didn’t honor the contract of 
11-year vet John Lynch when 


they let him go last March 16. 
NFL contracts are not guaranteed; 
they are, says Gary Uberstine, 
McCardell’s agent, “an intellectually 
dishonest sham.” 

What's the point of even having a 
contract if only one side is held to it? 
NFL teams can waive a player when 
they like, even after having already 
forced him to take a pay cut, even at 
the most disadvantageous time in 
terms of finding other employment. 
The player's only way to object is to 


_ do what McCardell is doing. 


McCardell ought to be mad at his 
own union. In a savage game with bru- 
tally short career spans, the NFL makes 


more money than any other league 
while sharing less of it with players and 
offering almost no guarantees in its 
contracts. The NFL salary cap per 
player is less than half that of the 
NBA. So what youhaveis Marshall 
Faull getting a lot less guaranteed ; 
money than Austin Croshere, and 
Peyton Manning getting a lot less 
than Mike Hampton. 
—_ McCardell laughs when he 
, hears this, but he can't 
comment. He’s a member of 
the NFLPA’s executive 
committee. “My father taught 
me to fight for what | believe in,” 
he says. “I'm doing the right 


thing. The system doesn’t allow me 
any other choice.” 

He's a former 12th-round pick. He's 
been released five times, sometimes 
after huge seasons. He's always acted 
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professionally. 
You might want to root for the 
millionaire underdog this time, even 
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STUART SCOTT’S 


TWO WAY 


ATE CHAT ROOM. 
YOU CAN HOLLA 
AT HIM ... IF YOU 
MAKE THE CUT. 

, rs . 


MEE SANDY (ST. PETE) 
Until NFL contracts are guaranteed, | don't believe Ricky Williams owes any- 
thing to his employers. But isn't he being unfair to his teammates, who are 
locked into a team that will have difficulty replacing him at this late date? 
Stuart Scott: I think everyone has to be true to himself. I also 


en 


two things are conflicting. Personally, I agree with you—he ied his teammates more. But 
that’s my opinion. I won't say he was wrong. He's gotta look in the mirror. If he’s happy with 


what he sees, then God bless him. 


EEE BIG BOB (BEANTOWN) 

Your thoughts on Nomaaaahhhhh leaving Boston? 

The seeds were planted last year, when some of his teammates raved 
about A-Rod possibly joining Boston. I know it’s a business, but 
don’t ignore emotion. If a player knows his ’mates prefer someone 
else, it makes for a tough situation. I think Nomar will perform better 
for the Cubs than he did for the Sox, if only because he feels wanted. 
Will the Cubs make the playoffs now? 

Maybe, but Nomar’s not the key. The Cubs’ chances rest on the health 


and right arms of Kerry Wood and Mark Prior. 


ME L1Z (ATLANTA) 

Yo Stu-what are the top three events you've ever attended? 

No. 1: My 9-year-old’s second soccer game of her life, when she 
scored a goal and was given the game ball by her coach. 
No. 1A: In 1999, when that same daughter was 4, the Cubs 
asked me to do the seventh-inning stretch, and she was 
right there singing “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” with me—for 39,000 at Wrigley. 

No. 2: Game 1 of the ’92 NBA Finals. MJ hit six threes in the first half. Chicago Stadium 
was louder than I'd ever heard it. No. 3: Mike Tyson's first bout after coming out of 
prison, against Peter McNeeley. The fight wasn’t that great, but the suspense 
and anticipation were thicker than at any sporting event I’ve ever attended. 


EEE HIGHTON (DAVENPORT, IOWA) 
Stu-Team USA losing by 17 to the Italians? Are we gonna win the gold in Athens? 
Gold? I really don’t know. As for the loss to Italy, pick one of the following. 

Jet lag. 2: Other than Tim Duncan and AI, our best players are not there. 3: Other 
an Duncan, we have no big 


-man defense. I know Stoudemire can block shots, and 
I'm not dissing on him, but I want Shaq and I want KG. 4: We need three guys who can 
consistently hit a 23-foot J. Italy killed us from outside the arc. 5: Foreign competition is 
x just a heck of a lot better than it used to be. Deal with it. 
Will Tom Glavine get 300 victories, or ts ae Maddux the last 
ofa dying nreeae 


wins, then 12, then two more of six or seven, and then we 
may never see 300 wins again. 
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GOOD GOING. 
YOU PUT THE SEAT 
DOWN. 


THIS MOMENT DESERVES A PEPSI EDGE. 


FULL FLAVOR. 50% LESS SUGAR « CARBS. 


UPDATE 
ERIC GAGNE 
The Dodgers built a big 
lead in the NL West on 
the strength of Eric 
Gagne's big right arm 
(Over & Over, Aug. 2). 
But can it hoid up under 
a heavier workload? 

In the first week after 
setup man Guillermo 
Mota was traded, Gagne 
gave up six runs in 
seven innings. After 
averaging 12 innings 
pitched per month 
through July, he was on 
pace for more than 20 
in August. Dodgers fans 
are still sticking around 
until the end of the 
game to watch the Big 
Dumb Animal pump his 
fist, but they're biting 
their nails a lot more 
than they used to. 

“It's good they worry,” 
Gagne says. "It means 
they care.” 


AWAY GAME 


For more than two years, we've teamed up with Burger King and 
the American Red Cross to distribute free copies of ESPN The 
Magazine to U.S. troops serving abroad. We've gotten many letters 
of thanks from servicemen and women, including this one from 
our own assistant marketing manager, Spe. Paul Sucec. 

On the front of the ESPN The Magazine I'm holding, it 
reads, “A little piece of home for America’s 
Heroes.” This is truer for me than most. I’m 
in Iraq with my National Guard unit, but 
stateside I work for The Mag. Now, I 
devour every word, not only for the 
sports, but also to recall the two families 
I left behind—my co-workers and my kids. \ 
Everyone here counts the days until they 
get home. Meanwhile, break time often means 
sports, real or imagined. A hoops half-court made of 
planks laid over rocks turns Gls into trash-talking 
ballers. Hero's Field is where we play softball, until 
it’s time for flag football, and then it’s Soldier's Field. 
Are memories of NYC taking over as I see myself at 
Yankee Stadium or a Rutgers game? Or is it just a 
mirage in the hot sun? Whether we're reading about 
Olympic women wrestlers or running for a TD in our 
own pickup game, we all look for pieces of home in 
the heat and dust of Iraq. The Mag is part of that. 


NFL FANTASY PREVIEW AFTER SHAQ: LAMAR IN LA 
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ND AON Ol! lgan 
HERE THEY COME. 


TOM PAPPAS AND 98 
\PIANS TO ROOT FOR 


DECATH 
OTHER 


24 


RUNAROUND 

Dan Le Batard discounts every 
mistake Ricky Williams made 
relative to his abrupt retire- 
ment (Open Look, Aug. 16). 
From broken promises to 
breach of contract and a 
lack of passion, Le Batard 
makes an excuse for each of 
Williams’ shortcomings while 
overlooking the one area of 
behavior that may have pre- 
cipitated these events: drug 
abuse. Asserting that Williams 
retired because of baggage 
brought by the NFL, its fans 
and the media is an insult to 


ATHENS 2004 


those who afforded him the 
lifestyle he now enjoys. 
Bruce Trimble, 

Sherwood, Ariz. 


BOY OF SUMMER 
Bravo Ozzie Guillen (Ozzfest 
'04, Aug. 16)! So few ath- 
letes understand how fortunate 
they are to be in their position, 
but Ozzie remembers why he 
started playing ball in the first 
place: for love of the game. 
David Pressel, Randolph, N.J. 


DISCUS DIS 


Pumping up Tom Pappas as 


America’s best hope for 
decathlon gold (70-Card Stud, 
Aug. 16) after what happened 
at the Olympic Trials is a bad 
idea. Put simply, Pappas got 
whipped by Bryan Clay, a 
young gent who—it seems— 
forced a changing of the guard 


earlier than anyone expected. 


Check the scores. Clay is the 
guy to look out for. 
Fred Smith, Portland, Ore. 


PITIFUL 

Your article on Big Boi’s ken- 
nel (Total Access, Aug. 16) 
presents a troubling picture. 


Did you need to use a photo of 
a pit bull with a heavy-gauge 
tire chain around his neck? 
While Big Boi makes sure his 
puppies go to good homes, the 
same can’t be said of thou- 
sands of pit bulls born every 
year. The photo is what will be 
remembered—promoting the 
tough image may be good for 
sales, but it does a disservice 
to these wonderful canines. It 
takes a responsible, loving 
owner to raise any dog the 
right way; they’re all entitled 
to be treasured and respected. 
Valerie Wood, Finksburg, Md. 


“WE ALL LOOK FOR PIECES OF HOME IN THE HEAT AND DUST OF IRA\ 


GOT ISSUES? 


DON'T KEEP THEM TO YOURSELF 


Send e-mail to 
POST @ESPNMAG.COM 


or log on to 
ESPNMAG.COM 


ESPN THE MAGAZINE 
19 EAST 34TH ST. 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 


Please include your full name and hometown. 


ALL NEWS *}> Amnesty International: unofficial death toll of Olympic workers as high as 40 ... NHL marketing overhaul to include redesign of 86-year-old logo ... 
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BLAKE LITTLE (TOP); COURTESY OF PAUL SUCEC 
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Defensive coverage. 


DAILY THICKENING 
SHAMPOG 


altgeveleceriaye 


VIVE i 


THICKENING SHAMPOO 


THICKENS HAIR FOR BETTER SCALP COVERAGE. 
VIVE for Men with Regenium-XY technology gives up to 50% thicker-looking hair 


z for better scalp coverage 
VOREAL 


PARIS 


FORTIFIES FROM ROOT TO END 
FOR A THICKER HEAD OF HAIR. BECAUSE YOU'RE WORTH IT. ° 


www.viveformen.com 


OVER & UNDER 


OLYMPIC AQUATIC CENTRE 
MAROUSSI, GREECE 


To get the full effect of this photograph-and 
to fully understand the beauty, difficulty and 
teamwork involved in this sport-you have 
to turn these pages upside down: Spain's 
synchronized swimmers are actually practicing 
their routine with their feet just above the 
surface. Now you see why they have to wear 
those little rubber nose clips. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY DAVID BURNETT/ 
CONTACT PRESS IMAGES 


HELLINIKO FENCING HALL, ATHENS 


Laura Flessel-Colovic of France parries the 
thrust of lidiko Mincza-Nebald of Hungary-at 
least we think that's what's happening-in a 
women's individual épée semifinal. Flessel- 
Colovic won the match, but she lost the gold 
medal in the final to another Hungarian, Timea 
Nagy. The French may talk the talk in fencing- 
en garde, touché-but walking the walk is a 
whole ‘nother thing entirely. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMIE SQUIRE/ 
GETTY IMAGES 
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GOLD RUSH 
OLYMPIC AQUATIC CENTRE 
WW VN £0) U5-}-) Bale] 1 24 204 3 


For the 400m individual medley, Michael Phelps 
started out in Lane 4, with teammate Erik Vendt in 
Lane 1. They ended up together, Phelps (right) with 
a gold medal and a world record (4:08.26) and 
Vendt with the silver. Phelps couldn't have asked 
for a better start to the Games but, alas, the dream 
of breaking Mark Spitz's record of seven golds 
ended the next day when his U.S. 400m freestyle 
relay team finished third. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS 
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SHOCK & AWE 


PATRAS, GREECE 


Teammates pile on Salih Sadir (No. 6) after he 
scored the final goal in Iraq's stunning 4-2 upset 
of Portugal in their Olympic preliminary round 
game at Pampeloponnisiako Stadium. The Iraqis’ 
remarkable return to the Games-after enduring 
the brutality of Saddam Hussein's son Uday and 
the lack of facilities at home-was made all the 
more so with a 2-0 victory over Costa Rica that 
clinched a berth in the quarterfinals. 
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The Games are only a 
few days old, but it may 
be time to Change the 
Olympic motto to Ante fotum ne 


numeres pullos. You know, something 


about counting your chickens. 

Michael Phelps’ pursuit of eight gold medals 
comes a-cropper in his second attempt. Al anc TD 
can only look on in quiet disbelief as Puerto Rico 
dismantles the Bad Dream Team, 92-73. The hosts 


get sandbagged too: Konstantinos Kenteris, Greece’s 


latter-day Hermes and erstwhile torch-lighter, does a 
disappearing act, leaving it to a windsurfer to fire up 
the Big Doobie. 

Even a horse—farewell, Smarty Jones—can tell 


you not to assume anything in sports. Wasn’t it just 
yesterday that Tiger was winning every major 
ss, instead of snapping at every photographer? 
Wasn't it back in mid-July that Quincy Carter was 
the Cowboys’ QB and the Indians were seemingly out 
of it? Wasn’t it years ago that we said Andre Agassi was 
finished? What do we know? 

Given this ever-shifting landscape, Pete Carroll 
and the Trojans should be very unhappy about being 
the consensus No.1 pick. Then again, if upsets are now 
the norm, it follows that the biggest surprise of all 
would be no surprise. 

Guess that means the Yankees will win their 27th 
world championship. -Steve Wulf 


EDITED BY BRENDAN O'CONNOR AND JESSIE PAOLUCCI conraisurons MICHAEL AIN, TIM BARKOW, ZEV BOROW, JOHN BRODER, RICH BYERS, LOUISE J. CORNETTA, SCOTT DESIMON, 
BRIAN FRAZER, 0.J. GALLO, JOHN HASSAN, BRIAN HILL, ANDY KAMENETZKY, BRIAN KAMENETZKY, KEITH KNIGHT, LIAM MCHUGH, CHRIS PORTER, STACEY PRESSMAN, MATT PRICE, LANE STRAUSS, 
CARMEN RENEE THOMPSON, ARI YOLKUT 
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| feel like such a heel. 
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Now we can enjoy the purity of competition ... under a cloud 
of doping suspicions and the spectre of terrorism. But still. 


For the first time, NBA stars fall short in Olympic game. Big 
whoop: they beat our B team. Bring on the Pistons! 


PRACTICE PAIN 


Once again preseason f all hurts: 5 jin's knee, Ships 


leg, Boston's Knee, Jansen's Achilles—and Garcia's feelings 


Looks like the rest of the division figured 12 straight titles 
meant they'd get the 13th free. 


i pWhe & 


PGA course was built on an old artillery range, which may 
explain all the blowups. (Way to go, Vijay.) 


t 
ser TT TT 


In the AL, it's a horse race between Vlad, David Ortiz and 
Tejada. As for the NL, we say Bonds over Rolen-in a walk. 


[co ©feom woeoe 


Coyotes lock up aging star for two years, which should 
coincide perfectly with the end of the lockout. 


2 


All part of their plan: 1. Get new manager. 2. Get new hitters. 
3. Get new pitchers. 4. Paint. 


Rainbow Warrior is crushed in Celebrity Poker. Keep your 
day job, Jeff. (Which seems to be working out pretty well.) 


Schumacher takes record 12th race of the season. Word is 
his F1 rivals are trying to find him a Swedish nanny. 


Overcome by ancient Delphic vapors, Marion and antidoping 
czar Dick Pound bury the hatchet and elope to Rhodes. 


Smarty out to pasture; 
Iraqi soccer! Adios, Edgar 


The Donald will shill for USTA ... Tom Glavine loses two front teeth in taxi accident ... Nike to air five LeBron commercials in Asia ... 


APAVIDE WORLD PHOTOS (2) 
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~ AS SHOWN 517244 MSRP? 


SUZUKI IS PROUD TO BE THE PRESENTING SPONSOR OF THE HEISMAN TROPHY? 


The Forenza is ready to impress your team. You'll have it all, with an exceptionally long list of standard features. And for added defense, you 
get America’s #] Warranty’ the only 100,000-mile warranty with no deductible that is fully transferable to the next owner. That's a winning com- 
bination. And here’s your chance to vote for another winner: log onto VoteHeisman.com and cast your vote for your favorite Heisman hopeful. 


THE 2004 SUZUKI FORENZA STARTS AT $13,744 msre' MAKE THE SMART MOVE | SUZUKI 


(1) Feature and interior volume comparisons based on individual manufacturers’ websites and Suzuki model data 7/22/04 for 2004 Forenza, Hondo Civic, Toyota Corolla and 
Mitsubishi Loncer. (2) MSRP for 2004 Forenza EX AT. (3) All new Suzukis come standard with a 100,000-mile/7-year powertrain limited warranty. No charge for parts or labor 
for a defect in materials or workmanship. Does not cover normal wear and fear, maintenance or improper use. Soe decler or suzuki. com for our complet e warranty details, 
(4) MSRP for Forenza S MT. MSRPs include freight, but exclude govt. fees and deoler charges. Always weor your seatbelt. For specific details, please read your owner's manual. 
The S logo, Suzuki and Suzuki models are Suzuki trademarks. 
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ALL NEWS >> 


MENTAL CALISTHENICS 


JUST BECAUSE YOU COULDN'T WALK ON AT FREE SAFETY DOESN'T MEAN YOU CAN’T MAKE SPORTS A MEANINGFUL PART OF YOUR 
COLLEGE EXPERIENCE. AMERICA’S UNIVERSITIES OFFER ALL KINDS OF WAYS TO DO JUST THAT—WITHOUT BREAKING A SWEAT. 


ANDERSON 
, UNIVERSITY 
(ANDERSON, IND.) 
PEHS 2740 Psychology of Coaching: 2 credits 
Application of scientific principles to sports 
coaching at different levels of competition. 
Motivation, personality differences in 
communication and effects of winning and 
losing are discussed, 
INSTRUCTOR Denny Letinus (men’s basket- 
ball coach). “Just hanging a dead chicken 
over the door doesn’t cut it anymore. You 
have to know who to holler at and who to 


pat on the back.” 


UNIVERSITY OF 
TULSA (TULSA) 

PSY 2263 Sports 
Psychology: 3 credits 
Survey course reviews and applies relevant 
theories and research in psychology to 
sports-related phenomena. Sample topics 
include: how homefield advantage affects 
players; why do people watch sports? 


INSTRUCTOR Kurt Kraiger. “We could have 
done an entire semester on the Lakers. They 


would have been a nice case study.” 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UNIVERSITY 
(BOCA RATON) 
PEM 1148 Walking: 2 credits 
Areas covered include clothing and shoes, 
training techniques, importance of heart 
rate, walking injuries and psychological 
barriers to walking. 
INSTRUCTOR Don Torok. “With walking, 
you should have one foot on the ground at 


all times.” 


Edmonton a ateu oe o- 
m rs set wor Id record with 26 hour soccer match Br icklayer secretly Spells out OU In wall of Oklahoma State Ss Stadi im 
Ui 


MICHIGAN STATE 

(EAST LANSING) 

CSS 232 Intro to Turfgrass 

Management: 3 credits 
Turfgrass utilization; identification, 
establishment and management principles; 
responses to various cultural practices. 
INSTRUCTOR John Rogers. “I look at a golf 
course, and the first thing | see is condition. 
I'd call that being bitten by the turf bug.” 


CENTRAL 
a MICHIGAN 
UNIVERSITY 

mmm = (MT. PLEASANT) 


RPL 400F Intro to Fly Fishing: 7 credit 
This course will cover fly-fishing equipment, 
flies, casting and methods. Students will 
practice in local rivers. Fly rods will be 
made available. Students will need fishing 
license for one day only. A fee of $30 for 
flies and leaders will be charged. 
INSTRUCTOR John Johnson. “My objective is 
to make this course academically rigorous. 
The exam will have true/false, matching, 
multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank.” 


—  - PENN STATE 
eli | UNIVERSITY 
FENN'SIAIE ALTOONA (ALTOONA) 
PSU 003 First year seminar—Professional 
Wrestling Industry 101: 7 credit 
Seminar facilitates student’s adjustment to 
college life. Topics range from Gorgeous 
George to the National Wrestling Alliance 
to Vince McMahon’s attempt to nationalize 
the wrestling industry. Text is Captain Lou 
Albano’s The Complete Idiot's Guide to 
Professional Wrestling. Homework includes 
watching Raw on Monday nights and making 
weekly visits to various wrestling websites. 
INSTRUCTOR David Parry. “An introduction to 
college life ought to mean studying something 
useful. That’s why | teach pro wrestling.” 


(GREENEVILLE, N.C.) 


HLTH 3350 Pharmacology in Sport: 2 credits 
General knowledge of therapeutic drug 
classifications, regulations, indications, 
contraindications and drug testing in sports. 


INSTRUCTOR Katie Walsh. “Just because you 
buy it over the counter doesn’t mean that it 


isn't banned in sports.” 
pence 


4 : HIST S24 The History of 


Baseball in American Culture: 3 credits 
History of baseball from its origins in the 
early 19th century to the present, with 
emphasis given to social issues, politics, 
religion, music, literature and media. 
INSTRUCTOR Robert Linder. “I believe in 
republics, and America has been a republic 
for much of its history. Therefore, | believe 
in baseball, and | believe baseball best 
serves the aspirations of a republic and of a 


republican people.” 


UNIVERSITY OF 
— WASHINGTON 
(SEATTLE) 
SOC 222 Sociology of Sport: 5 credits 
Topics include the history, definition and 
functions of sport; the role of sport in the 
socialization of children; athletics within the 
social organization of education; deviance, 
crime and violence in sports. 
INSTRUCTOR Joe Weis. “This is a social 
science class. We are not here to talk about 
whether the Husky football team will be better 
this year, although | personally think that they 


are going to struggle.” 
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At participating locations. 


| Oh, just So you know, andy: Pick-Up Window 


ungry. 


“Doesn’t get any simpler than that.” 


is open ‘til midnight or later and they'll make you anythin, 
on the menu, like a hot ‘n juicy Classic Double 
with cheese made fresh. And you don t even have 


to get out of your Car. Is that cool or what? 


-Mr. Wendy, Unofficial Spokesman 
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FREESTYLE - 


FREEZE FRAME Playing baseball, | get to see parts of the country | 

GABE KAPLER wouldn't normally see. So in 2001, | started taking pictures of grittier, less touristy 
RED SOX locations just to have a souvenir of my time there. Truth is, I'm not really interested 

in photography. It's more about capturing moments. -As told to Louise Cornetta 


| MY WIFE 1S AN ACTRESS 


rit '/ reverts 


SAN FRANCISCO 2003 This is in'an 
interesting part of San Francisco, close 
to downtown. It’s an independent 
theater, and I just thought the 
marquee was really funny. 


SAN FRANCISCO 2002 | was on the 
train to Oakland. These two kids were 
telling me how their families weren't 
very supportive. | like their facial 
expressions. They're not posing, they're 


just involved in our conversation. 


2 


clubhouse kids took me up a hill that 
overlooked the city. | like how black- 
and-white pictures sometimes look 
green. It's cool. 


od 


PITTSBURGH 2002 One of the 


got there early. Something about him 
just epitomized what Wrigley Field is all 
about to me. 


4, 


CHICAGO 2002 
This guy was at Wrigley one day when | 


PITTSBURGH 2002 | was walking 
along a railroad track and saw this 

5 homeless guy with a couch and coffee 
table. | talked with him for a while. He 
was a little crazy, but not bad company. 
ATLANTA 2002 I'm fascinated by 
graffiti and graffiti culture, so | take a lot 
of pictures of it. It can be quite beautiful. 


had any big roles lately, but word has it 
she's the latest guest star on the arm of 
Yankee Derek Jeter, who has moved on 


from cute MTV veejay Vanessa Minnillo ... 


Nary a dull moment at the Dodgers’ recent 
“Hollywood Stars” softball game. Phillies 
SS Jimmy Rollins danced with the Laker 
Girls, Dodgers P Jose Lima gave up a 
homer to actor Jonathan Silverman and 
the play of the day featured actor James 
Van Der Beek crashing through a fence to 
take a homer away from Rob Lowe. “I've 
been playing for 11 years and can't get on 
Web Gems,” said Phillies P Tim Worrell. 
“Van Der Beek’s gonna get on for a charity 
softball game!" ... Checked in at a recent 
WNBA "Mind. Body. Spirit.” clinic with Lisa 
Leslie. Do the WNBA stars feel a little 
weird about pressing pause on their season 
to represent in Athens? “Everybody is 
gunning for the USA," the Sparks center 
said. “We have a target on us, and it’s on 
our head now, But if we go and win gold, 
then obviously the WNBA has really heiped 
us" ... Michael Jordan showed up at a star- 
studded basketball camp for kids in 
Greensboro, N.C.—Grant Hill, Alonzo ‘ 
Mourning, Juwan Howard and Elton Brand 
were also on hand-and MJ schooled the 
youngsters on the importance of higher 
education. “Go to North Carolina,” Jordan 
said, to a roar of laughter. “Not Duke or NC 
State” ... Hype for Roy Jones’ next fight on 
Sept. 25 hasn't really begun yet, but 

IBF light heavyweight champ Giencoffe 
Johnson has an OG in his corner: Ice-T. 
“Glen's going to knock Roy Jones out," 
says T, “because Roy isn't at his peak 
anymore. | think it's time he sees some 
canvas.” -CARMEN RENEE THOMPSON 


ALL NEWS ;> Roger Clemens gets apology from son's baseball tourney after being wrongly ejected from crowd ... Gary Sheffield rings NYSE opening bell ... 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT; APAVIDE WORLD PHOTOS (2); GABE KAPLER (6) 
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MAKE IT AN ABSOLUT’SUMMER 


TRY AN ABSOLUT QUENCHER: ABSOLUT CITRON + LEMONADE + CRANBERRY JUICE 


more summer cocktails at absolut.com/summer 
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ODGITIES 2. 


ODDS ON THINGS OVERHEARD AT MOST 
FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFTS 
- 12 10 1 “Archie Manning just called and said | can't draft Eli.” 
8 To 1 “Did you invite Mel Kiper Jr.? So what's he doing here?” 
6 To 1 “I’m not cutting my hair until Drew Brees leads my 
team to a championship.” 


2 To 1 “Retired? Yeah, right!” ICEBREAKER 


LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD S SERIES OVER/UNDERS ERIC CHAVEZ, A’S 3B 


hee acuta Sew Sey rj > = an 
competeeenenie victories for Danny ‘Almonte 
Number of rightfielders secretly hoping the ball ROAD NOT TAEEN? Growing up, 
is not hit to them | wanted to be a firefighter. One of my 
Average age of players on international teams buddies is trying to become one now, and 
Tears, in gallons it's pretty hard. | don’t know if |’d be 


Players linked to BALCO able to handle it, but I’ve got a lot of 
~ respect for those guys. 


TE Se eee ae ee a ee 
ODDS. ON ‘BIGGEST CHANGES FOR ’ . 
LARRY WALKER IN ST. LOUIS | panei 

Se EMSA : a= during takeoff. | was really bad a couple 
18 to 1 Fans come to this stadium even when | it’s ame John melwe ~ years ago. I’ve come to grips with it, but 
Bobblehead Night ~ 2m it’s still not fun for me. 
7 To 1 “Can of corn” is no longer a euphemism for “500-foot = 25 WORDS 
home run.” = OR LESS CELEBRITY YOU'D LIKE TO MEET? 
5 To 1 Noone says “at least it was close” after a three-run loss SS “I DON’T KNOW Shaq. He's just so huge. I’d like to shake 
3 To 1 Instead of feeling sorry for Cubs, now he just hates them! _— = ABOUT MILLIONS, _ his hand, and look up at him for a little : 
BUT MY AGENT bit. I'm a big Lakers fan. | wish Shaq 
SAID IT’S BEEN stayed and Kobe left. 
QUITE A CHUNK 
OF MONEY. MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT? 
FOR ME, IT’S My first year in the bigs, | had two 
NOT TEMPTING ground balls go right through my legs on 
AT ALL.” consecutive plays. | wanted to quit. The 
-Olympic softballer pitcher was kind of pissed. Most of my 
Jennie Finch, on offers . ; 
f she's received to pose teammates understand it’s just part of 
| nude for photo shoots the game, but sometimes, the pitcher 


just doesn’t see it your way. 


HARDING || | | [7 owens | 


GUILTY PLEASURE? Oreo cookies. 
After a game I'll go home, take about five 
cookies and dunk them in milk. So good. 


FIRST JOB? You're looking at it. My 
parents always said as long as we were 
doing after-school activities and not 
getting into trouble, we didn't have to get 
a job, so | just played sports all the time. 


ALL NEWS :> Minor league Nashville Sounds host first-ever Bible giveaway ... Chisox hand out Esteban Loaiza bobbleheads three weeks after trading him... 
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David Carr's dad hasn't missed a home game 
since his son was in fifth grade. In fact, when 
David signed with the Texans two years ago, 
Rodger moved from Bakersfield to Houston 
just so he could be close (three miles) to his 
oldest boy. Safe to say, father and son are 
tight. So‘last September, when Rodger 
declared at the family dinner table that he 
wasn't cutting his hair until the Texans won 
two in a row (which they'd never done), David 
signed up too. Almost a year later, Houston 
is still searching for two straight, and the 


Presented by: 


aie AN AMERICAN 


R=VOLUTION | vines: 


Carrs are searching for scissors. “From the 
front he looks like Mel Gibson in Braveheart," 
says David. “From the back he looks like my 
mom." Rodger agrees: “I'm about to start 
counting scrimmages and preseason games.” 
As for David, a couple of minor trims-“I 
insisted," says Rodger—have kept his mane 
in check. But what if Houston goes a third 
season without back-to-back W's? “My wife 
is bigger than this whole thing," David says. 
“I'll have to cut it soon, or else I'm sleeping 


on the couch.” -EDDIE MATZ 


IT’S FOOTBALL SEASON! 
IT’S TIME TO DROP EVERYTHING, 
AND GET THE LEAGUE BACK TOGETHER. 


“ALWAYS BRING 
YOUR OWN PEN. 
THESE ARE THE 
TIPS I GET FROM 
PEYTON. ’'M 
ASKING ABOUT 
COVER 2, AND HE 
TELLS ME TO 


BRING A PEN.” 

-Eli Manning, on getting 
autograph-signing 
advice from his big bro 


e 


FANS 
SPEAK OUT 


Our occasional poll of approximately a 
decent number of sports enthusiasts, cailed 
randomly at the most inconvenient times. 
THIS SURVEY’S SUBJECT: College Football 2004 


Hope their team is one of the 
national champions this year. 


Believe Gary Barnett wouldn't 
let his sister date a Buffalo. 


Are glad Mike Williams can focus 
on his studies this season. 


Like instant replay but worry 
JoePa’s still using Betamax. 


Say the best player that 
nobody’s ever heard of is “that 
guy, whatshisface.” 


Argue that players would “take it 
up a notch” if the Heisman were 
made of chocolate. 


Think the Electoral College 
should factor in quality wins. 


LOG ON AND 


PLAY FANTASY FOOTBALL Z 


ON ESPN.COM LEAGUE MANAGER 


search: fantasy 


BRETT COOMER 


Advertisment 


| ——— | od VIEWER'S GUIDE 


WEEK OF 8/20-8/29 


STUMP THE SCHWAB (SEASON FINALE) ESPN FRIDAY 8/20 
Here's some sound advice: Never challenge a guy at anything whose first name is ‘The’. 


NFL PRE-SEASON: JETS vs. COLTS ESPN SATURDAY 8/21 8:00pm* 


It’s just like Super Bowl III except the Colts are no longer from Baltimore, the Jets are really 
no longer from New York, and it’s Pre-Season. But besides that, it’s just like Super Bow! III. 


U.S. AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP ESPN2 SUNDAY 8/22 3:00pm 


So they don't make any money. Neither do teachers. But at least they get to play golf every day and 
wear shorts all the time. The golfers, not the teachers. 


REEL CLASSICS: ROCKY IV ESPN CLASSIC SUNDAY 8/22 8:00pm 
Presented by Circuit City 


And then Adrian yells, “You can’t win!" At that moment Rocko should’ve dumped the hag and gone 
after Drago’s wife. Agreed, Mrs. Drago was crazy, but at least she was supportive. And hot. 


ESPN25 WHO'S #1?: BEST PLAYS ESPN TUESDAY 8/24 8:00pm 


"They forgot about one thing. They forgot about Larry Bird." (Danny Ainge, about Bird's steal against the 
Pistons in the '87 Playoffs) Question: Who the heck forgets about Larry Bird? 


2004 WORLD SERIES OF POKER ESPN TUESDAY 8/24 9:00pm 


Presented by Miller High Life 
The day you place $1 million on a single hand, you can defiantly wear shades indoors, too. 


LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES / U.S. SEMIFINAL #1 ESPN WEDNESDAY 8/25 8:00pm 


Attention Major League ballplayers: With all due respect to Jimmy Dugan, there should be crying in baseball. 
(Hint: It shows you care.) 


Pou ony Md hg | NFL PRE-SEASON: STEELERS vs. EAGLES ESPN THURSDAY 8/26 8:00pm* 
fom j Important questions this game will hopefully answer: How will Duce Staley perform against his former 
eof a ; team? Can Jevon Kearse rebound from an injury-plagued season? How will the Steelers get 
\ po “Roethlisberger’ to fit on the back of a jersey? 
\ ov. SPORTSCENTER SPECIAL: THIS IS SPORTSCENTER ESPN FRIDAY 8/27 10:00pm 


See what it's really like when the cameras turn off, except without the curse words. We're a family 
channel, people. 


SUNDAY NIGHT BASEBALL: GIANTS vs. BRAVES ESPN SUNDAY 8/29 8:00pm 
Presented by McDonald's 
This just in: Bobby Cox is also God. That's all. Just had to get it out there. _ 


* Also available on ear HAD 


All times ET 
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F OR LOVE OR THE GAME 


Who knows the backliner better, her quick-witted teammate or her strong-armed boyfriend? 
HEATHER MITTS, To find out, we grilled Heather Mitts, then challenged USA midfielder Aly Wagner and 
USA SOCCER Dolphins QB A.J. Feeley to guess her answers. Because life is not a free kick. 


} 


six - 


HEATHER MITTS ALY WAGNER A.J. FEELEY 


ae aan 
4 


NICKNAME 
WORST HABIT 


FAVORITE MOVIE 


SUPERHERO YOU IDENTIFY 
WITH MOST 


CAREER HIGHLIGHT 


FAVORITE TV SHOW ‘The Bachelor. | went to college with Jesse The Bachelor. She loves that The Bachelor. We watched Jesse Palmer all 
Palmer, so AJ. and | watched every episode ~ show (5) - rh, 4 season (5) ; 

FIRST JOB Hostess at Don Pablo's restaurant > / ‘She didn't do the hot-dog-on-a-stick thing, Oh gosh, Wh say she worked as a hostess at 
in Cincinnati so maybe reporting college games (0) : some Mexican restaurant (5) 


a 


WORST SPORT Golf. | suck we Is dancing a sport? (0) 


She can throw a football, but 
she’s not good at it at all (0) fain 
az 


GUILTY PLEASURE Cake batter ice cream from Cold Stone She likes Cold Stone Purses and shoes (0) >> | ee 
Creamery ice cream (5) 
WHO WEARS THE PANTS? It's 50-50 Heather, definitely (0) Me. I'm always the voice of reason (0) 
CD IN HEAVY ROTATION Maroon 5. | just went to their concert and got Madonna's The Immaculate Maroon 5 (5) 
to meet them, thanks to my friend Megan, Collection (O) ** 


who works for RCA 


Her mind, for sure (0) *- ‘> 


BEST FEATURE Her long blond hair. It’s 


highlighted (0) 


Maybe my legs. Soccer legs, you know? 


SCORE In a FLOTG first, Aly and A.J. are tied at 25! But A.J.’s the winner in our book, for not being threatened by that Bachelor dude. 


ALL NEWS +> Miami's Sam Madison hands out kid's haircut coupons at local voter-registration drive ... Rick Fox, Vanessa Williams heading for splitsville ... 
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LEADER BOARD 


Ranking tomorrow's buzz today—so you won't have to 


NBA patriotism Lack of big names in Athens 
irks some. And if they win? Brilliant fakeout! 


“~ 


NASCAR postseason Best thing to happen to 
stock car racing since, well, moonshine. 


MLB callups July's “untouchables” get shot to 
prove their GMs right. No pressure, though. 


Vinny Testaverde Tuna thinks he’s still got 
game. (Yeah, we can't believe it either.) 


HEAD GAME 


In 2001, Oklahoma defensive end Dan Cody 
was crippled by depression. The powerful 
270-pounder could barely get out of bed, let 
alone play football. Now, thanks to medication 
and counseling, Cody is back for his senior 
season. But his extended absence was a blow 
to the program, and since then, the Sooners 
have gotten proactive. Psychologist Nicki 
Moore has just signed on as OU's first assistant 
director of athletic academic affairs for 
psychological services. Joe Castiglione, OU’s 
; director of athletics, pushed for the new job 
after an informal survey revealed that many student-athletes felt they 
would benefit from more accessible counseling services. 

Shrinks on call are nothing new in sports, but Moore's position is unique 
for college in that she will deal exclusively with Oklahoma's 523 student- 
athletes. “Normally, a player has to go through trainers to get counseling,” 
Moore says. “Hopefully, our setup will further the idea that you don't have to 
be sick to come see me.” And if cooler heads translate into W’s, you can bet sure thing. But the action gener- 


Moore’s job won't be one of a kind for long. -BEN CRAMER ally unfolds in predictable patterns, which 
explains why tech geeks from Dublin to Tokyo 


are racing to develop software that can iden- 
tify those patterns to create highlight reels, 


Andre Agassi Looks ready for Connors-esque 
run at U.S. Open. Or is it Sampras-esque tears. 


Live Strong wristbands Hey, look what they 
got Lance. And we don’t mean Sheryl! Crow. 


Mizzou football B. Smith, G. Pinkel could keep 
‘mates busy on New Year's day (for a change). 


456 789 


REPLAY 
REVOLUTION 


In sports, as any gambler will tell 
you, there's no such thing as a 


SUNDAY | 2 without a human editor. Most of the technol- 
W2W4 wuat to watcH For aucusy i 29 ou 
ogy is in the research phase, but one shop has 

SUNDAY TUESDAY SUNDAY pei an found a shortcut to success. Sharp's HiMPACT 
AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST coun CEREM Video Summarization System identifies non- 
Ss ae B=) The flag will be passed essential action from clues in the broadcast: 
22 24 29 to Beijing, China. closeups, crowd shots, even huddles and trips 

Assuming, of course, - 
MAJOR LEAGUE PY BIR AY, they haventtlostit: to the mound, are cut out, so an hour of foot 
LACROSSE VINCE McMAHON WORLD SERIES ball is boiled down to 14 minutes of action. 
CHAMPIONSHIP: We can only hope TITLE GAME: Sharp expects interest from TV honchos and 
NICKERSON FIELD, that the caterer RT, PA. coaches, but the big payoff-still years away—is 
BOSTON knows not to use For the winners, a 


applications for DVRs that would allow fans to 

create their own highlight reels at home. Until 

then, of course, there's always SportsCenter. 
-TIM BARKOW 


moment they'll never 
forget! For the losers? 
Years of fruitless 
therapy! 


Stay away from Vegas. metal folding chairs. 
Super Lax Sunday is a 
total mob scene at the 


sports books. 


BIG SLEEP 
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Snorers and the people who lie next to them may soon 
be rushing to sporting goods store, An Australian study 
has concluded that tennis balls strapped to a sleeper's 
back are an effective way to curb snoring. The key, 


according to researcher Maree Barnes in Melbourne, 


is keeping snorers off their backs. The fuzzy orbs are 


ideal because they cause sufficient discomfort 
without risking injury. An added benefit of rolling over 


is a reduction in sleep apnea, a condition that causes 
prolonged breaks between breaths and may lead to 
heart attacks. Still no word on losing that funny smell 


when you open the can. -PAUL KIX 


ALL NEWS >> John Daly sports Dunkin’ Donuts logo on one sleeve, TrimSpa logo on the other ... Pope announces creation of Vatican sports department ... 


FROM TOP: MICHAEL PORSCHE/CORBIS; CORBIS (FOOTBALL); DAVID JOEL/GETTY IMAGES; BETTMANN/CORBIS 
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THIS OUGHTA 
SHUT YOUR 
STOMACH'S 
BIG YAPPER. 


EAT mine 


JIMMY DEAN is a registered trademark of 
Sara Lee Foods, Inc. ©2004 Sara Lee Foods. 


C72 = TT = INTRODUCING THE SIXTH-GENERATION, ALL-NEW 2005 CORVETTE® | 400 HP, 0-60 IN 4.2 SECONDS | 


IT’S NOT JUST AMERICA’S LEGENDARY ICON OF PERFORMANCE, IT’S THE OFFICIAL CAR OF YOUR DREAMS Sap” 


Buckle up, America! 


4 GM Corp 


The Corvette Emblem is a trademark of the GM Corp. ©200 


silverado HEAVY IS A RELATIVE TERM | SILVERADO® HD PICKUP IS AVAILABLE WITH THE RUGGED ALLISON® 
HALF-TON CREW CAB® HAS A STANDARD VORTEC™ 5300 V8 AND 295 HORSEPOWER WITH 335 LB.-FT. 


Proud sponsor of the 2004 U.S. Olympic Team ti 5 5 


a 2 
— 


WEIGHING IN AT 2 1/2 TONS AND REPRESENTING THE USA... 


TRANSMISSION* AND DURAMAX™ DIESEL" | DURABLE HYDROFORMED STEEL FRONT FRAME | SILVERADO 
OF TORQUE | FROM CHEVY.” THE MOST DEPENDABLE, LONGEST-LASTING TRUCKS ON THE ROAD* 


we registered trademarks of the GM Corp. ©2004 GM Con 


and 271 


te 


Uivisions. Chevrole 


strations. Excludes other GM 


mpany regi 


: 1981~—July 2003 full-line light-duty truc 


3 
S 


OOHD and 3500 


MOUNTAINS, LIKE RECORDS, 
ARE MEANT TO BE BROKEN. 


Colorado cuts come stannaro on THE 2005 COLORADO™ | WITH AVAILABLE 220-HP VORTEC™ I-5 ENGINE | AN EXTRA-STIFF FRAME 


Proud sponsor of the 2004 U.S. Olympic Team 
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Someone's |G 
the door to ii? 
postseason Via 
open. Just |Gam 
who's wand@ig 
in. Outcasts} 


Rookies. Hugiieras 


like Michael 
Young of thd 
Rangers. If Vag 
like surprise 
stories, you’ 
going to love 
September. 


DREAM on) 


something that makes a previously hopeless 
© team realize it's on to something. 

For the Rangers, that moment occurred on one 
of the first days of spring training. Michael Young, 
a 27-year-old second baseman fresh off a 204-hit 
season—an entrée-to-stardom type of year— 
asked manager Buck Showalter for a quick meet- 
ing. “Let’s go ahead and do it, Skip,” Young said. 
“Tf that’s what you want, let’s take care of it now.” 

Just like that, Young was a shortstop, and the 
Rangers had Hope. Which is more than they could 
say during the A-Rod years. After The Trade 
brought Alfonso Soriano to Texas, Showalter said he 
was leaning toward moving the former 
Yankee to shortstop or the outfield. The 
manager was trying to be sensative to a 
guy who'd just busted it for 159 games at 
second for him. Tums out Young didn’t 
need his ego stroked. “It was a better fit 
for the team for me to move,” he says. 
“Sori had a lot on his mind, switching 
cities, switching teams. He didn’t need 
to switch positions, too.” Says Soriano, 
“Mike made my life a lot easier.” 

Young played a bit of shortstop in the 
minors, but he was a polished gem at 
second. He worked exclusively at the 
position once he got to the big leagues 
in 2001, because Texas had a shortstop 
in the first season of a 10-year, $252M 
contract. “Mike was going to win a Gold 
Glove at second,” says first baseman 
Mark Teixeira. “It was a matter of time. 
And with his offensive numbers, you'd have had a 
hard time finding a better overall player at that 
position in the game. It says a lot about Mike's 
unselfishness that he was willing to leave that 
position for the good of the team.” 

At the plate, Young hasn't missed a beat: he’s on 
a 225-hit pace through mid-August and batting a 
team-high .319. At shortstop, though, he’s a little 
rough around the edges. He’s athletic and has 
plenty of arm, but he’s still calibrating what 
Showalter calls “his clock.” In other words, Young 
is still developing his feel for the position, know- 
ing when to rush and when to take his time. He’d 
committed a career-high 13 errors by Aug. 15. Add 
in Soriano’s league-leading 18 at second, and ona 
stat sheet it looks like there are problems in both 
places. But the Rangers, loaded with the kind of 
young, selfless players Showalter loves, are a lot 

more interested in the number in the wins 
column. And the only position 
they care about is the team’s 

position in the standings. 


anything 
appen 


BY JIM CAPLE 


Even with a suspect rotation—Showalter has 
run through 15 starting pitchers and calls 39-year- 
old Kenny Rogers his ace—the Rangers were 10 or 
more games over .500 from June 23 through 
Aug. 11. During A-Rod’s three years ih Texas, the 
Rangers were never more than one game over 
500. They were at that high-water mark for a 
grand total of four days, none beyond April 15. 

“I'm cautious about ever singling out one guy as 
the reason for anything in baseball,” Showalter 
says. “But everything we've talked about as a 
group, about team play, about everyone having a 
stake in what we produce on the field, Mike opened 


the door to that mentality. Mike’s a leader. He has 
a feeling for the pulse of his team and is as sincere 
as they come. He has no agenda except winning. He 
doesn’t go around thumping his chest, but if you 
were going to hang a captain's ‘C’ on somebody, you 
could make a good case for him.” 

The irony in Showalter’s statement is that less 
than a month before A-Rod was dealt to the 
Yankees, he was named the Rangers’ captain at a 
surreal black-tie press conference during which he 
uttered the memorable line, “I’m probably pretty 
sure it will work out for the best.” 


Young is certain it has. -JEFF BRADLEY 


thelate 
bloomer 


ADRIAN BELTRE>DODGERS 


> After the All-Star rosters were announced in early 
July, Steve Finley was the first of many opponents to 
offer condolences to Adrian Beltre. “You should be 
there," Finley told the Dodgers’ third baseman, weeks 
before they became teammates. ‘You deserve it.” 
The words were deeply satisfying to Beltre, whose 
potential had always outweighed his production. He 
signed out of the Dominican Republic at 15, broke 
into the majors at 19 and had to learn big league lessons on the job. (He also had to overcome a 
botched appendectomy in 2001.) He showed just enough talent to tantalize. Now, at 25, Beltre 
has finally become the kind of player a franchise is built around. He's carrying the first-place 
Dodgers’ offense, batting well over .300 and staying on pace for 45 homers and 110 RBis. 
Beltre feels he has matured emotionally as well as professionally. This spring his wife, 
Sandra, gave birth to their first child, Cassandra, setting the stage for a season in which he's 


learned to leave bad ABs at the park. He’s also having fewer of them, anticipating how pitchers ~ 


will attack him and ignoring breaking balis low and away. In the past, he fretted about his 
mechanics while in the batter's box and often felt unprepared. Dodgers bench coach Jim 
Riggleman, a former Cubs manager, says Beltre’s belated emergence as a hitter reminds him of 
Sammy Sosa's: “| can imagine pitchers around the league saying, ‘Oh no, he's figured it out.'” 

“| think if he had gotten more at-bats in the minor leagues, it wouldn't have taken him as 
long," says hitting coach Tim Wallach. “When you come up and struggle, that’s tougher on you. 
The pitchers find your holes. In the minors, they make some mistakes, you have some success, 
you get some confidence and a sense of what you do well and what you don't do well. Not having 
that experience may have slowed his development." 

Now Beltre’s on the fast track to a huge payday; he'll be eligible for free agency this fall. 
Maybe next year, All-Star voters will catch on. Breaking the news to Beltre that he'd been left 
off this season's NL squad, manager Jim Tracy simply told him, “You are an All-Star.” Beltre 
claimed it was no big deal, that he needed to rest his legs anyway. “But there will come a 
point," he told Tracy, “when I'd realfy like to go, just one time.” 


He'll get that chance, and more than once. -BUSTER OLNEY 
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CHARLES THOMAS>BRAVES 


> As an Astros bat boy and the son of a longtime scout, Ryan Lakey isn't easy to impress. But 
after one recent game, 22-year-old Ryan called his dad-Gordon Lakey, the Phillies’ director of 
major league scouting—and gushed about Braves outfielder Charles Thomas. Ryan described how 
Thomas took the time to talk to him and ask about his playing career, and how after the game 
Thomas stayed and signed autographs until they shut off the lights in Minute Maid Park. 

“Nobody's any better than anybody else," says Thomas, 25, himself a former bat boy for the 
Class-A Asheville (N.C.) Tourists. “If you lose sight of that, you lose yourself.” 

Thomas knows what it's like to be off the radar. In the spring of 2003, after a poor Double-A 
season, the Braves gave him a choice: accept a demotion and a reserve role or take his 
release and seek employment elsewhere. He stayed, earned back a starting spot, then a 
promotion, then another. He blossomed this year, hitting .358 at Triple-A Richmond, which 
led to an emergency callup in late June. Bobby Cox confessed he had no idea who Thomas 
was, but with Chipper Jones moving back to third base to protect his sore right hamstring, 
Thomas became the lefthanded half of a productive leftfield platoon with Eli Marrero. “We 
were down and out and needed someone to help in the outfield,” says rightfielder J.D. Drew. 
“He stepped up and filled the void.” 

More important, his enthusiasm has rubbed off on a team that in the past had played with the 
passion of an accounting firm. “I enjoy playing baseball," Thomas says. He's the first Brave to put 
on his uniform before each game. He knows any day could be his last in the majors, and he acts like 
it. “That's a breath of fresh air,” says Drew. “Il remember coming up and playing off adrenaline, and 
being excited about the opportunity. When you're doing it every day, the wear and tear gets to you 
now and then. To see a new guy get a chance and be excited about it brings back good memories.” 

Not to mention good luck. In his first 44 games, Thomas batted .325, including .441 with men 
on base and .367 with runners in scoring position, as Atlanta went from 51/2 games out to eight 
‘games up in the NL East. “He's helped us win, it's as simple as that," Cox says. “He's got some huge 
hits and made unbelievable catches. He's making catches like Andruw Jones has his whole career.” 

As Thomas says, nobody's better than anybody else. -ED PRICE 


thefolkhero 


TRAVIS HAFNER>!NDIANS 


> His hands are enormous, his legs as thick as 
pillars. His head is so big, teammates used to call 
him Shrek. Everything about Travis Hafner is huge. 
Especially his future. 

After struggling to replace Jim Thome last year, 
the 6'3", 240-pound first baseman has emerged as 
one of the game’s best hitters. Through mid- 
August, Hafner was third in the AL in slugging 
(.601) and OBP (.419), fourth in RBIs (91) and fifth 
in batting (.323) and HRs (23). The relentlessly 
offensive Indians have played .650 ball since the 
break, and at one point gained seven games in 10 
days on the Twins. Cleveland gets 10 more swings at 
Minnesota, including seven in the final two weeks. 

Hafner has a chance to do something Thome 
didn’t: win an MVP award. No Indian has won it 
since Al Rosen in 1953. “Last year I knew I wasn’t 
going to come out of the chute hitting 50 
homers,” he says. “I was trying to get established. 
It’s all about developing and growing.” 

Hafner, 27, grew up in Sykeston, N.D. (pop. 


153), and was one of eight—four boys, four 
girls—in his high school graduating class. “The 
only thing easier than finishing in the top 10 of 
my class,” he says, “was getting a date for the 
senior prom.” The Rangers made Hafner their 31st- 
round pick in 1996. “I’d look at our daily reports 
and there would be a notation, “Hafner hit a ball 


. as far as anyone could see; ” says former Texas GM 


Doug Melvin. Melvin’s replacement, John Hart, 
traded Hafner to Cleveland in December 2002 for 
catcher Einar Diaz and pitcher Ryan Drese. 


Hafner didn’t like being called Shrek, so former Indian Bill Selby came up with Pronk. Explains Hafner: “I 


THIN ICE In the last tuneup for the 1980 Olympics, the Soviet 
Union destroyed the U.S., 10-3. Anybody know what happened next? 
TOP OF THE NINTH Ludwig van Beethoven finished his Ninth Symphony when he 


was a project, and they call all big clumsy guys like me donkey.” In July, North Dakota governor John Hoeven 
endorsed a Vote Pronk campaign to get Hafner added as the last member of the AL All-Star team via online 
balloting. “I finished fifth out of five,” says Hafner. 

Should he make the All-Star team, or win the MVP, he'll still be the same guy. “A writer told me I had to change 
my nickname because I’m no longer a project,” he says. “But without it, I’m just Donk.” 


-TIM KURKJLAN 


was totally deaf. Only then did he turn his attention to “Who Let the Dogs Out.” 
CHOP SHOP The 1914 Braves were in last place as late as July 18, but 
rallied to take the NL pennant by 102 games. Nice job by Cox and Mazzone. 
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DAVID WELLS>PADRES 


> He has a bottle of red in his locker, a surfboard 
in his garage and a pitching staff on his back. At 
41, David Wells has taken on a new role—guru— 
and he didn’t even have to lose weight to do it. He 
invites the rest of the Padres’ rotation out to 
Morton's every month, tells them his life story 
and picks up the tab, and now they'll follow him 
anywhere. Maybe even to the playoffs. 

Merely by being himself, Wells has given the 
Padres reason to believe. The same lefthander who 
alienated management in New York (“They saw me 
as the wild guy there;’ Wells says) has been a 
calming influence on young pitchers Jake Peavy, 
Adam Eaton and Brian Lawrence. And if that 
means Bruce Bochy has to look the other way 
while Wells takes them out surfing, so be it. 

“Boomer surfs shirtless/” says Peavy, 23. “The 
women on the beach love him.” 

Wells won over the team during a June trip to 
Boston and New York. After coming off the DL 
(he'd tripped carrying a glass of wine, cutting his 
right wrist), he told his ‘mates to kick back and 
watch him beat the Sox. After throwing 5%, 
innings of shutout ball at Fenway, he told them, 
“Now watch me in New York. I’m a Yankee killer.” 
He pitched seven shutout innings in the Bronx. 

“As much crap as I was talking, I’m glad I backed 
it up,” Wells says. “The young pitchers were like, 
this guy is legit.” Since then, during their dinners 
at Morton's, he’s taught them all his tricks. 

, They ask about his perfect game in New York, 
and he tells them that David Cone kept him sane 


thenewkid 


ORLANDO CABRERA>RED SOX 


> In the first inning of his first game at Fenway Park as a member of the Red Sox, shortstop 
Orlando Cabrera brushed second base, vaulted over Tampa Bay's rolling Rocco Baldelli, and then, in 
midair, fired to first to complete a double play. When Cabrera got back to the dugout, half the team 
met him at the top step for high-fives and glove taps. 

“It happens every day, all the guys come up to me,” says Cabrera, 29. “Sometimes, it’s just a 
routine play-not just for me but for any shortstop in the National League~and they say, ‘Hey, great 
play. | asked Ricky Gutierrez, ‘What's the deal?’ He told me, ‘They've never seen anything like that 
here. Enjoy it. Just go with the flow." 

He is enjoying it, and finally there is some flow to the once-frozen Red Sox defense. Cabrera’s 
nickname with the Expos was O, but clearly, Boston acquired the former Gold Glover in the Nomar 
deal for his D. “I've played against him for 
years,” says teammate Kevin Millar, a former 
Marlin. “He's unbelievable.” 

It's not only Cabrera who has improved the 
defense. First baseman Doug Mientkiewicz, 
another acquisition in the Nomar trade, is a 
dramatic upgrade over Millar and David Ortiz. 
Dave Roberts, obtained from the Dodgers, is 
Boston's best defensive outfielder. On Aug. 3, 
in a 5-2 win over Tampa Bay, Roberts made a 
great running catch down the rightfield line. 
Cabrera followed with a stellar play ranging to 
his left. “At any other time this season,” says 
pitching coach Dave Wallace, “that's a double, 
a single and a run.” 

“On the Twins, we won with our defense,” 
says Mientkiewicz. ‘Tom Kelly preached, 
‘Let's get the boys off the field.’ We gave you 
24 outs, and stole three more. That's what 
we're doing now. And Orlando is as good as 
anyone at shortstop.” 

Cabrera is wearing No. 44-the number 
once worn in Colombia by his late father, 
Jolbert Cabrera Sr.-instead of No. 18, which 
belongs to Johnny Damon. ‘My first day here, 
Johnny said, ‘Do you want my number?’ " 
Cabrera says. “I said, ‘I don't need anything 
but to be here.’ Some days | wake up and | 
can’t believe that | play for the Red Sox.” 

They, in turn, can't believe their eyes. 2 . 

-TIM KURKJIAN st nn SUE 


by daring him to throw a knuckleball in the eighth inning. They ask about his drinking, and he tells them he 
hasn't had beer or tequila in three months. (“Just a glass of wine here or there.”) They ask what he does on 
the road, and he tells them he smokes cigars with closer Trevor Hoffman. They ask him about leaving Game 5 
of the World Series after one inning last year, and he tells them he couldn't even bend over and touch his 
thighs. They ask about his surgically repaired back, and he tells them it’s his knees that ache now. They ask 
about his arm, and he tells them, “It’s the only part of my body that doesn’t hurt.” They ask about the 
Yankees, and he tells them, “Let’s go play them in the World Series.” 

They ask if he’s ever been a team leader before, and he tells them, “What, are you kidding?” -TOM FRIEND 


Senate race, even though he'd been dead for three 
weeks. BEST SELLERS A dozen publishers reportedly rejected 
John, Grisham: 's first novel. And: yet there are two books. gu! Don Zimmer, 


t 


MARINATED On NG 9, 1995, the Mariners trailed the Angels by a whopping — : 
11 games. They went 30-19 the rest of the way to win the AL West. STIFF 
RESOLVE Mel Carnahan bumped off John Ashcroft i in the 2000 Missouri U.S. 
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UNDER ARMOUR, the original performance 
apparel, is made for every climate and condition 
you'll face during the season. Our exclusive 
microfiber fabrics wick sweat from your skin, 
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body to adjust its temperature regardless) of the 
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IDEAL USE: CHANGING TEMPERATURES. 

Now powered by UA Metal™, the latest evolution in performance 
apparel. Made with a metalized inner layer that propels moisture from 
the skin to the garment's outer layer, accelerating) moisture transport. 
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performance. Reinforced tactified surfaces make every pass 
catchable and ensure durability in the trenches. 
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For a free catalog, or to order from our full selection of styles and colors, visit WWW.UNDERARMOUR.COM. 
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STEVE BARTMAN>CUBS 


> His seat alongside the leftfield wall is a Wrigley 
Field tourist attraction, though ushers have been 
instructed to play dumb when asked about the exact 
location. His sad, bewildered face is an Internet 
favorite, often Photoshopped onto Saddam Hussein's 


body emerging from that Iraqi spider hole. So pervasive is Steve Bartman that Chicago's famed Second City 
comedy troupe has made him the centerpiece of its latest revue. A fake Bartman not only fumbles away the 
Foul Ball, but also a wedding bouquet and a baby tossed from a burning house. 


Never has a single fan been so mocked, ridiculed 
and ostracized. And yet the Cubs themselves 
blame Bartman for nothing—not for the playoff 
loss, not for the subsequent injuries to Mark Prior 
and Kerry Wood and certainly not for the uneven 


splay that has relegated them to the wild-card race 


this summer. If Bartman were to walk into Wrigley 
tormorrow—heavily guarded, of course—Dusty 
Baker would offer him a handshake. Leftfielder 
Moises Alou, who threw the on-field hissy fit 
after Bartman deflected the ball in Game 6 of the 
2003 NLCS, might jokingly present him with an 
autographed glove. 

As part of a book project detailing the team’s 
2004 season, I've spent the better part of the past 
six months searching for the Cubs’ Bobby Fischer. 
Bartman, who supposedly works for a consulting 
firm in the northern suburbs, is accessible only 
through his gatekeeper/attorney/brother-in-law. 
The interview requests are returned with polite 
but firm Nos. He is everywhere but nowhere. 

That’s okay. There’s a certain dignity to his 
silence. But if I could buy him an Old Style and a 
cheeseburger at the Billy Goat Tavern, I'd tell 
Bartman that his infamous attempt at catching a 
Rawlings that October evening was quintessential, 
circle-of-life Cubs. He hooked arms with Ron Santo 
and the collapse of 1969, with Leon Durham and 
the playoff implosion of 1984. Bartman became 
part not only of Cubs lore, but of Cubs suffering 
and that annual rite of Chicago spring: Rebirth. 

Earlier this year, at the always-sold-out Cubs 
Convention, the biggest ovations went to Santo 
and members of the '84 team. Cubs fans never 
forget, but they do forgive. Maybe that’s why 
Baker says that if the Cubs hold on to the wild 
card and win the World Series this season, the 
victory parade should include the team’s No.1 
fan: Bartman. -GENE WOJCIECHOWSKI 


thecloser 


JOE NATHAN>TWINS 


> The righthander took a deep breath on the mound, his 
whole torso rising and falling. Then he took another. In the 
dugout watching closely, Ron Gardenhire saw the heavy 
breathing; what he didn't see was panic or fear. The Royals 
had the bases loaded, tying run at second. A raucous home 
crowd was backing Joe Randa, a tough contact hitter who 
kept fouling off pitches. It was Joe Nathan's first real test 
as a closer, the first time he stood at the edge of the 
game's steepest cliff, with no safety net to catch him. 

Nathan kept pumping strikes, challenging Randa, who 
finally popped up on the 10th pitch. After he fanned Tony Graffanino to end the game, Nathan's 
expression changed. “Wow,” he said to Gardenhire, grinning and sounding like a kid who had just 
ridden a corkscrew roller coaster for the first time-and wanted to do it again and again and again. 

Some relievers can't handle the pressure of the closer's role, but Nathan, fully indoctrinated on 
that April 25 in Kansas City, is thriving, rewarding the Twins for their leap of faith. Seeking an 
affordable replacement for veteran closer Eddie Guardado, who was about to bolt to Seattle as a 
free agent, GM Terry Ryan traded All-Star catcher A.J. Pierzynski to San Francisco for Nathan last 
winter and signed him for $440,000 this year. Ryan knew that the 29-year-old middie reliever had | 
a good fastball and slider, but he didn't know if Nathan had the stomach to be a closer. “! know 
some guys who had to fill in as a closer,” says Nathan, “and they were like, ‘The heck with this, get 
me out of here.’ It's the fast inning, you're either the goat or the hero. | think it’s fun.” 

He didn't aspire to be a closer. Nathan began his pro career as a shortstop, and after becoming a 
pitcher, he was mainly a starter during his minor league career. Nathan became a full-time reliever 
in San Francisco, where he pitched in front of closers Robb Nen and Tim Worrell. 

And even though Ryan and Gardenhire went into spring training hoping Nathan would develop 
into their closer, they didn't anoint him as such until late in camp, out of concern they might put 
too much pressure on him too quickly. “First and foremost, | just wanted to come over and get to 
know these guys and try to fit in,” says Nathan. “And | wanted to prove myself to the coaches and 
my teammates, and give them a sense of ease. I'm sure these guys were like, ‘We had Eddie 
Guardado, we had a good pen, and now we're not sure.'" 

But he got that save in Kansas City and had racked up 34 in 35 chances by mid-August, with a 
Gagne-like 0.84 ERA. Here's another telling stat: in 12 extra innings, he's allowed three hits and 
zero runs. ‘‘He’s shown how tough he can be,” says Johan Santana, “and now he's one of the best." 

Which means that late in games, the Twins can breathe easy. -BUSTER OLNEY 


GOOD GRIEF! Charlie. Broun his first. homer in 199343 
ears after his debut. 7 HIS FINEST HOUR Winston Churchill 
became prime minister of Great Britain at 65. His advice: q 
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TONY PARAISH 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY KWAKU ALSTON 


62 


Consider a typical Tuesday afternoon in June 
at Gold’s Gym in Venice, Calif. By the lat 
machine, beach volley- 
baller-turned-super- 
model Gabrielle Reese, 
wearing a spaghetti- 
strap tank that covers 
a quarter of her eight- 
pack torso, humors an admirer. A few feet away, 
two muscleheads chat up Hulk Hogan, who is 
flexing his bronzed guns. No Doubt is turned up to 
11 on the sound system, but the babble drowns 
out the music. Everyone talks at Gold’s. Everyone 
except Tony Parrish. 

The 49ers’ strong safety floats anonymously 
through the Gold’s turnstile, walks to the incline 


ONY PARAISH IS ONE OF THE BEST IN THE 
GAME AT HIS POSITION. NOT THAT ANYONE KNOWS 
WHAT GAME HE ACTUALLY PLAYS. 


bench and starts pumping. After some warmup 
sets, you expect him to peel off his long-sleeved 
T-shirt. This is Gold’s, after all. And what lies 
beneath Parrish’s clothes is the kind of body that 
ninth-grade biology charts are made of. But that 
wouldn't be very Tony Parrish. Instead, Parrish 
keeps the long sleeves on and his mouth shut. 
Nobody says a word to him either. Not Gabby, not 
The Hulkster, not anyone looking to chat up the 
rich and famous. For a full hour, Parrish throws up 
90-pound dumbbells in complete silence, unfet- 
tered by the chains of celebrity. 


GAME DAY in Philadelphia. Week 16. The 2004 Pro 
Bowl rosters were announced earlier in the week, 
and Parrish was ignored (again) despite being 


parrlsh looks forward to the day when his big-play 
ability is finally recognized. 


among the league leaders in interceptions (again). 
It kills him that he didn’t get a golden ticket to 
Hawaii, and he takes it out on the Eagles. 

On Philly's first play from scrimmage, after the 
Eagles return the opening kickoff 54 yards, Parrish 
picks off Donovan McNabb. In overtime, Parrish 
intercepts McNabb again at the Eagles’ 21. Two 
plays later, Todd Peterson kicks a game-winning 
field goal for the Niners. In between, with the 
game tied in the second quarter, a botched corner 
blitz by the Niners leaves Eagles receiver Todd 
Pinkston all alone and racing for the end zone. 
Parrish sprints 45 yards downfield and lassos 
Pinkston at the 2, forcing a fumble that the Niners 
recover, “That was the best defensive play of the 
year,” says Jim Mora, the Niners’ defensive coordi- 
nator last season. “But because we weren't in 
playoff contention, nobody saw it.” 

Nobody except for 67,866 Philly fans. They saw 
Parrish single-handedly beat the Eagles by causing 
three turnovers, all worthy of celebration. 
Anybody else, and the crowd would have been 
treated to a few complimentary throat slits, a 
couple back flips, or maybe one of those nifty 
baby-needs-a-new-pair-of-shoes ball spins. But 
Parrish’s idea of celebration? “I just go to the side- 
line and get ready to do it again,” he says. 

Is it any wonder nobody knows who he is? 

Just ask Takeo Spikes how far a flashy move will 
take you. The Bills’ seventh-year linebacker made 
his first trip to Honolulu this past February, and 
he credits his signature karate-chop dange with 
getting him there. “To make the Pro Bowl, you 
have to know how to celebrate,” says Spikes, who 
calls his move the TKO. “When fans go to lunch on 
Monday, I want them talking about me. The TKO 
gives them something to remember.” 

Such concerns weren't an issue when players 
and coaches were the only Pro Bowl voters. But in 
1993, to spark more interest in the midwinter 
nonclassic, the NFL brought fans into the process. 
Ask most players, and they'll tell you they could 
have done without the change. “Fans definitely 
skew the vote,” says Seahawks linebacker Chad 
Brown. After signing with Seattle as a free agent 
in 1997, the former Steelers linebacker would rou- 
tinely bump into fans who asked whether he was 
still in the NFL. “If the average fan didn’t know I 
was still playing,” Brown says, “then obviously I 
wasn't getting the Pro Bowl vote.” 

In the current format, where fans, players and 
coaches each count for a third of the vote, a poor 
showing in fan balloting is like losing Iowa and New 
Hampshire. It’s nearly impossible to overcome. 
Parrish is Exhibit A. He finished 2003 with nine 
picks, tied for most in the league. Over the past two 
years, the six-year vet has more interceptions (16) 
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' DODGE RAM. There’s just something about the most powerful full-size pickup 

| that can make even the most responsible among us lose self-control. But when 
a 345-horsepower HEMI engine beckons, there are few that can stop themselves. 
So buckle up, hit the accelerator, and add another story to the HEMI legend. 
For more information, visit dodge.com or call S00-4ADODGE. 


The 


great thing about Baby Ruth is that it 
never tries to be anything other than a 
great-tasting candy bar. It won't give you 
superhuman strength or x-ray vision. 
What it will give you is lots of the 


Real 


stuff you love in a candy bar. Whole 
roasted peanuts, rich, creamy caramel 
and chewy nougat, all wrapped up ina 

delicious chocolaty coating. And now 
Baby Ruth is also offering an incredible 


Deal 


for you. We're giving away millions of 
free games of bowling. Check out the 
ad on the other page, then log onto 
BabyRuth.com for more details. 
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than anybody else in football. In 2003, he led all 
safeties in pass breakups and was one of only two 
at his position (the other was Darren Woodson) to 
crack the top 20. After the 49ers’ final game of the 
season, against Seattle, Mike Holmgren walked up 
to Parrish, shook his hand and said, “I voted for 
ya, Tone.” Too bad more fans didn’t. Of 55 million 
votes cast on NFL.com, Parrish received around 
36,000. That placed him a distant fifth among 
strong safeties; Minnesota's Corey Chavous finished 
first with 200,000. In other words, the chances of 


Tony Parrish getting the nod from a 
fan voting for the Pro Bowl were one 
in 1,527—just slightly less than the 
odds of being struck by lightning. 
What in the name of Al Gore is 
going on here? How is it in the age of 
NFL Season Ticket and fantasy leagues 
that so many fans think Tony Parrish 
is a NASCAR driver? “If John Madden 
isn't telling the fans how great you 
are,” Brown says, “they don’t know 
it.” Without a national TV audience, 
Brown means, you might as well be 
playing in the CFL. During Parrish’s 
first four years in the league, with 
the Bears, Chicago finished last in 
their division three times and never 
appeared on Monday Night Football. 
The past two years, Parrish and the 
Niners managed four prime-time gigs, 
but the damage had already been 
done. “You need to make a splash 
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“Otherwise it’s difficult to establish 
a reputation.” 

Ah, the R-word. Call it rep, call it 
cred, call it whatever you want. Just 
don’t call it insignificant. After all, 
where there’s a ballot there’s a popu- 
larity contest. Doesn't matter if the ticket says 
Pro Bowl, Prom King or President. Rep is what 
got Rams safety Aeneas Williams voted to his 
eighth Pro Bowl. That, plus a big Monday in 
December against the Browns. “Aeneas is a great 
player,” says two-time Pro Bowl safety Darren 
Sharper, “but he didn’t have the year Tony 
Parrish had. What he did have was two picks on 
a Monday night. That’s why he went.” Sure, 
Williams went as a reserve, but Parrish sounds 
like he’d be pleased as Hawaiian Punch just to go 
as the water boy. 

“I really thought 2003 was my year,” says 


A big game.on a Monday night helped eart 
safety a ticket to Hawaii. 


Parrish. “But I was nowhere in the mix. Not even 
an alternate. I was like, man, what else do I 
need to do?” He pauses as his eyes well up, just 
like they did when he was a 4-year-old in 
Huntington Beach, Calif., and his mom, Ruth, 
told him he couldn't play football. “Next year,” 
she’d say. Crushed, Tony would go to his father’s 
house (his parents never married) and secretly 
put on Tony Sr’s old college football helmet. 
Then he'd sneak outside and start banging his 
head against the brick wall. Every time next year 


Aeneas Williams. 
n the Rams 


rolled around, Tony would beg Ruth again, only 
to get the same answer: “Next year.” For nine 
years this continued—head banging and all— 
until finally Ruth could no longer ignore her 
son’s request. As, for everyone else, ignoring 
Parrish comes naturally. 

When he was in high school, Division I programs 
saw little more than a Shakespeare junkie with a 
3.8 GPA. Washington offered him a scholarship 
only after Parrish’s coach at Marina High School 
hand-delivered a highlight reel to the Huskies’ 
recruiting coordinator, an old friend. Even then, 
it was Parrish’s track footage—he was a two-time 
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state triple-jump champ—that stood out. On draft 
day in 1998, despite earning All-Pac-10 honors 
twice and running a 4.3 40 at the combine, Parrish 
watched eight other defensive backs get picked 
before he was chosen in the second round. In 
Chicago, Parrish led the team in forced fumbles as 
a rookie and started every game for four years. But 
when he became a free agent in 2002, the Bears 
decided to save their money and spend it on a new 
deal for safety Mike Brown, who is three years 
younger than the 28-year-old Parrish. “I busted 
my ass for them,” says Parrish. “The least they 
could have done is give me a phone call.” But they 
didn't, and so he headed West. 

In San Francisco, the 60”, 210-pound Parrish 
expanded his game. The Bears had him playing the 
right or left side of the field in Cover 2, but the 
Niners lined him up deep and told him not to let 
anyone run by him. From there he used his speed 
to break on crossing patterns, keep up with post 
patterns and get a running start before leveling 
backs who broke through the front seven. “But 
mainly he catches the ball,” says Mora. “When it 
comes his way, he doesn’t drop it or miss it. A lot 
of guys get there and don't finish.” 

Yet, despite finishing more than anyone in foot- 
ball the past two seasons, the soft-spoken safety 
is still being ignored. “The Pro Bowl was a goal of 
mine right from the start,” Parrish says. “As an ath- 
lete, you always want to be acknowledged as the 
best. Otherwise, why bother playing?” 

Ask most NFL players what comes after Super 
Bowl on their wish lists, and they'll say the Pro 
Bowl. Not because of the $30,000 they get for 
winning, or the $15,000 they get for losing. Not 
because they get to spend a week in paradise. Not 


po you know this man? 


parrish had a better chance of being hit by lightning than 
getting a fan’s pro bowl vote. 


even because they get to play with the game's 
elite. Those things are nice, but in the end it 
comes back to one thing: rep. “The Pro Bowl is 
how guys label each other,” says Sharper. “It dic- 
tates how much respect you get.” 

Not to mention the negotiating power it gives 
you. Two weeks after making his first trip to 
Honolulu, after the 2000 season, Sharper signed 
a six-year, $30 million deal that made him the 
NFL's highest-paid safety. The year after Chad 
Brown made the Pro Bowl with the Steelers in 
1996, Seattle offered him a free agent deal that 
bumped his yearly salary up from $300,000 to 
$4 million. With a five-year, $11 million con- 
tract, Parrish isn’t starving, but when you're 
“the best safety in football’—as Mora, now 
the Falcons’ head coach, calls his former 
player—you want to be paid like it. “You want 


to max out while you can,” Parrish says. 
“Because you can only play for so long.” He 
should know. 

In April 2002, a week after he signed with the 
49ers, doctors discovered a mass in Parrish’s 
right testicle. Two days later, he was on an 
operating table having the testicle removed, 
wondering if he’d ever play again. “It was one of 
those moments where time stood still,” Parrish 
says. “I didn’t know what to think.” The tumor 
was benign and, as he’s done every year since 
he’s been in the NFL, Parrish started all 16 
games. His seven interceptions that season— 
tied with Sharper for second in the league— 
helped San Francisco to its first division title in 
five years. His teammates gave him the Len 
Eshmont Award, presented annually to the 
Niners’ most courageous and inspirational 


player. It was the first time the honor had ever 
gone to a first-year Niner. 
At least someone appreciates him. 


IT’S A typical Wednesday afternoon at the 
Cheesecake Factory in Marina Del Rey. The place is 
packed with LA wannabes pretending to eat, all the 
while looking over their shoulders to see which 
famous face will walk through the door next. In the 
middle of the restaurant, Parrish sits at his table 
eating seared ahi, anonymously, until a pretty 
young woman interrupts his lunch. She does the 
“aren't you ... ” routine. He says yeah. They laugh. 
She shakes his hand, then walks away blushing. 
Finally, someone who recognizes him? “Uh-uh,” 
says Parrish. “She went to college with me.” 

Of course she did. How else would she know who 
Tony Parrish is? ® 
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Age. 

Play any sport 

long enough and there’s 

a season, a game, a play 

when you know it’s getting you. 

Ashley Ambrose remembers. It 

was at a Saints practice last fall. He 

lined up against Donte’ Stallworth, a 

33-year-old cornerback vs. a 22-year-young 

receiver. Old school vs. new blood. Five yards 

off the line, Ambrose waited, eyes wide, fingers 

twitching, body tense. It felt good. Natural. 

Ambrose had played 12 seasons, made 36 picks. His 

coaches might have called him “vintage,” but his 
confidence was fresh. 

Then Stallworth fired off the line, and Ambrose was 

smoked. Suddenly, there came a realization: he was 

getting old. “Man, no one had ever run by me like that,” 

Ambrose says. “Makes you think.” 

Makes him think about when he went from being a 
player with a future to a guy with a past. Makes him think 
about how being a starter doesn’t matter as much as being 
a player. Makes him think about the $755,000 salary. But 

mostly, it makes him wonder how he's going to make it last 
just a little longer. “Every year I've got to work harder,” 
Ambrose says. “The odds are against me.” 

In training camp, coaches fall in love as easily as 
junior high schoolers, moving in the snap of a ball from 
“You can't teach experience” to “We gotta find this kid a 
roster spot.” It’s sobering to remember that for every Eli 
Manning, Larry Fitzgerald or Sean Taylor, there is a Kurt 

Warner, Tim Brown or Ashley Ambrose. Old-timers, getting 

by on wits, always looking over a shoulder. Warner sees 

Manning. Brown saw Jerry Porter. Ambrose sees No. 35, 

Fakhir Brown. 

Saints coaches have asked Ambrose to mentor Brown, 
a five-year vet, and Ambrose does it. He teaches the 
tricks of their trade, even though he knows those 
same coaches secretly hope Brown will make 
Ambrose expendable. There’s a reason only 7% of 
NFL players are 33 or older. At that age, getting 
hurt means recovery takes twice as long, getting 
loose takes twice as much time. Charles 
Woodson might brag about how little he 
works out during the off-season, but 
Ambrose spent his downtime running 

and lifting four days a week. 
He has to do at least that just 
to survive camp. In Metairie, 
La., just outside New 
Orleans, every day 
feels 


like. 

95°, with 95% 

humidity. On the first 

day of August, Ambrose is 

side by side with Brown, 

backpedaling, spinning, tackling. 

Brown knows he'll be the starter one 

day. But does he know what Ambrose 

knows, right now? Does he know that when 

Orlando Pace leans back on his heels just 

before the snap, he’s tipping off a pass play? 

Can he concentrate on Terrell Owens’ hips and 
ignore his bobbing head, his flapping hands, his 
swiveling shoulders? Can he tell you that when 
Randy Moss drops his body the tiniest amount, he’s 
going to make his cut? “Ashley's a master technician,” 
says Greg Brown, the Saints’ secondary coach. “When 
we make technical films, most clips are of him.” 

From the Saints’ practice facility, Ambrose can almost 
see Alcee Fortier High School, where he played wide 
receiver and defensive back. From there he took his 4.3 40 
speed to Mississippi Valley State, where he tied a D1-AA 
record with seven kick returns for TDs. But he doesn't 
recognize that kid anymore. Now he’s the adult playing a 
younger man’s game. He watches and worries as competitors 
for his paycheck crunch tackling dummies and blaze down- 
field. Then the whistle blows. Coaches scream orders for 
schemes like “bird dog” and “triangle,” and the rookies turn 
to Ambrose for guidance. 

The great NFL irony? The more you learn in the league, 
the less time you have to use it. Ambrose can use his 
inside elbow to subtly bump a receiver who's beaten him, 
throwing him off stride without the refs ever seeing it. 
It’s only a crime if you get caught, and a vet like 
Ambrose rarely does. 

That’s why he’s started at least 13 games every season 
since 1996, when, as a Bengal, he made his only Pro 
Bowl. That's how, during stints with the Colts, Bengals, 
Falcons and Saints, he’s been able to avoid The Turk 
for 12 training camps. Ambrose wants at least two 
more years and 11 more picks, giving him an even 
50 for his career. Then? Well, what does every 
NFLer in Ambrose’s position think about doing 
next? Broadcasting. Coaching. He’s got too 
much knowledge to share, too much love 
for the game, to do anything else. 

For now, though, Ambrose puts his 
lid back on and steps back into 
that blazing Louisiana sun. 

He'll run coverage for as 
long as they'll let 
him. 
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| BABY LOVE 


It’s been just a few hours since he planned a 
date with his first love. Running late on this hot 
July day, the big man known as Nene bolts out of 
his luxury hotel, dodging cars and pedestrians on 
his way to Rio de Janeiro’s famed Copacabana 
beach. When he arrives, a cluster of bronzed, 
bikinied beauties are soaking up the afternoon's 
last rays, but his eyes are blind to them all. He is 
searching, searching ... Suddenly, he smiles, strips 
off his shirt, kicks off his sandals and sprints to 
embrace the object of his affection. 

Nene is ready for some futebol. 

For a guy who makes a living with his hands, he 
is surprisingly graceful with his feet. Taking a pass 
on the left wing, he fakes left, cuts right (think 
crossover dribble) and fires a 50-footer that hits 
nothing but net. “Soccer is the Brazilian 
language,” Nene says, brushing the sand off his 
sweaty torso. “Look at our history in the sport. 
We always win.” 

In Nene’s perfect world, he'd be a soccer star 
kicking game-winners at Maracana, the mammoth 
Rio stadium in which Pele scored his 1,000th goal 
and where 199,854 fans once cozied up for a 
game. In Nene’s real world, he makes millions 
playing basketball for the Denver Nuggets, which 
means he can still walk the streets of his native 
country in relative anonymity. In a land where 
basketball ranks well behind soccer and volley- 
ball—and even foot volleyball, some locals would 
argue—he will never be as big as Pele or Ronaldo, 
legends who led Brazil to a record five World Cups. 
But even in Nene’s real world, it’s no dream to 
imagine this one-name star winning over millions 
of converts to his brand of ball. 

“He's the NBA ambassador to Brazil,” says 
Arturo Nufiez, head of the league’s Latin America 
office. Nene’s infectious smile and fun-loving 
demeanor (he’s always stopping in front of mirrors 
to flex his muscles) make him a natural for 
Basketball Without Borders, the NBA’s three-year- 


Back home in 
Sao Carlos, Nene 
plays a different 
kind of 

street ball. 


old program aimed at growing the game in coun- 
tries with little access to it. Leaque coaches and 
players are conducting clinics in Brazil, South 
Africa and Italy this year. Meanwhile, Brazilian 
businesses are also climbing on Nene’s bandwagon. 
Latin Sports, a Sado Paulo marketing firm, recently 
signed the 21-year-old (he turns 22 in September) 
to publicize hoops in his homeland as well as to 
pitch Brazilian products to Americans. Like the 
Nuggets, whose website is now available in 
Portuguese, they're banking on Nene’s potential. 
Denver showed its commitment by refusing to 
include Nene in the July trade for Kenyon Martin. 
The move immediately improved the Nuggets’ 
front line, and general manager Kiki Vandeweghe 
thinks it will improve Nene’s work habits. He'll 
remind you that, despite limited coaching, Nene 


was a first-team All-Rookie pick after averaging 
more than 10 points and six rebounds for the 
2002-03 season. At 6'11", 260 pounds, Nene has 
the size and strength to bang inside, while his 
nimble footwork makes him a threat in the open 


‘ court. Even so, Nene says, “there is still so much 


for me to learn.” He proved his sincerity by can- 
celing a promotional tour after the Martin trade, 
staying in Denver to work on his game instead of 
traveling his country to earn extra money. 

When Oscar Schmidt hears this, he breaks into a 
wide grin. Schmidt is Brazil's Mr. Basketball, the 
man who scored 46 points to stun the U.S. at the 
1987 Pan Am Games, a loss that jump-started 
the push to include NBA players on future inter- 
national squads. He believes Nene’s impact on 
Brazilian youth could one day create a much 


COURTESY OF JOE SANTOS (LEFT); OPPOSITE, LEFT: GARRETT ELLWOOD/NBAE/GETTY IMAGES 


bigger sea change. “The ability, the charisma— 
Nene’s got it,” Schmidt says. “He can elevate 
basketball in Brazil to heights we've never seen.” 


A WEEK after the Basketball Without Borders camp 
in Rio, Nene is traveling the highway in a gray pas- 
senger van with his girlfriend, Gabriela, and his 
uncle, Edson. Up ahead, a sign carved out of rock 
emerges on the side of the road: Sao Carlos. Nene 
yanks off the iPod headphones that have been 
pumping Luther Vandross into his ears, grabs an 
imaginary microphone and begins belting out 
James Brown. “I feeeeel good!” he shouts to 
Gabriela. “This is my city. These are my people.” 
Coming home for the first time this summer, he 
begins to reflect on growing up in Sao Carlos, a 
city of 200,000 located three hours northwest of 
Sao Paulo. The story of this place is all too 
familiar in Brazil: wages are low, unemployment 
is high, poverty prevails. 
“Add that up,” says Uncle 
Edson, “and there’s little 
hope for escape.” Rows 
and rows of single-story 
dwellings make up the 


Nene gives love in 
Brazil (at his sister's 
July wedding) and 
gets it in the U.S. 


ghetto here. Nene’s orange cinderblock home was 
about as long as a tractor-trailer and as wide as 
the three-second lane. But it was all that Jose 
Paulo Hilario, a radio tower technician, and his 
wife, Carmen, an out-of-work nurse, could give 
their three kids: daughter Mayaramy (23) and sons 
Maykon (24) and Maybyner, who legally changed 
his name to Nene (“baby” in Portuguese) last year. 
Though Jose Paulo worked odd jobs for extra cash, 
life was hard. “I remember my mother’s tears 
when we had no food to eat, and times we had no 
decent clothes to wear,” Nene says. “It wasn't her 
fault, but she felt that she had failed us.” 

Like most kids in the neighborhood, Nene 
imagined his escape through soccer. But by age 
11, his futebol career was over: “I couldn't find 
cleats big enough for my feet.” Instead, basketball 
found him. Actually, it was a man named Nivaldo 
Meneghelli who gave Nene his escape route. In 
1991, he started the area’s first hoops school. 


“T was in love with soccer growing up,” says the 
39-year-old Meneghelli. “But I found I was pretty 
good in basketball. I played it for. 25 years at the 
club level, and when I was done, I wanted to bring 
the sport to kids in Sao Carlos.” He drove around 
town in his Jeep Wrangler, looking for an open 
field that could serve as a court. Then he'd rig the 
back of his ride to prop up a_ backboard 
and rim. When curious kids stopped by for a look, 
he offered to teach them the game. “Nene was 
always one of the kids,” Meneghelli says. “He was 


good from the beginning. He had broad shoulders 
and long arms and the desire to learn.” 

Nene was 13 when he dunked for the first time. 
He ran right home to brag about it: “Daddy, I’m 
going to be the next Michael Jordan!” At 16, he 
said goodbye to his parents to go play for a club 
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had one eye on his kids playing nearby as he 
watched a grainy videotape of Brazilian ballers. 
“Five of them are seven-footers,” he recalls. 
“They're okay. But then I see this one guy, and stop 
everything I’m doing. He’s huge, he’s explosive and 
I'm wondering, who is that?” 

Coyne immediately called his Brazilian contact, 
Joe Santos, who gave him the bad news: Nene was 
a day away from signing a seven-year, $560,000 
contract with a team in Spain. “Derail the deal,” 
Coyne told him. Santos, a Canadian of Portuguese 
descent, found Nene in Rio and 
convinced him to delay his 
signing. Then he traveled to Sao 
Carlos to charm the Hilarios. He 
slept in Nene’s bed and spent 
his days telling the family about 
opportunities in America. “I 
didn’t trust him at first,” Nene 
says. “But he’s eating my food 
and everybody's talking about 
him. The least I could do was 
give him a chance.” 

It was a sunny March day in 
Rio when Nene flew to the U.S. 
As the plane circled Cleveland, 
he looked out the window and 
saw snow for the first time. 
“Joe,” he yelled to Santos. “You 
get off. I'm going back.” His life was about to 
change forever. Coyne put Nene up in a Holiday 
Inn, then set up workouts in front of NBA scouts 
at Cleveland State. Soon teams were flying Nene 
in for private sessions. “He’s killing everybody,” 
Santos told Coyne over the phone. 
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team in Rio. He was 6'9", 230, with a Yao Ming 
wingspan, and coming from a city where most 
people earned about $85 a month, he could hardly 
refuse $18,000 a year. “We were afraid,” Jose 
Paulo admits. “He was so young, and we 
worried about him being by himself.” 

But Nene blossomed. Within two years he had 
made the Brazilian national team, and it was 
during the 2001 Goodwill Games in Australia that 
he took his first step toward the NBA. Playing 
against an American squad that consisted of future 
All-Stars Jermaine O'Neal and Baron Davis, Nene 
introduced himself by blocking O'Neal's shot three 
straight times in one sequence. “It was like he was 
on a trampoline,” O'Neal would say later. 

Michael Coyne was multitasking in his basement 
when he got his first glimpse of Nene. It was a 
winter day in 2002, and the Cleveland-based agent 


Nene rocketed from a second-round pick to the 
lottery. “Raw, but very impressive,” Vandeweghe 
wrote in his notebook after Nene’s workout in 
Denver. “You don’t know what you've got, and you 
may not know for a couple years.” 

During his stay in Cleveland, Nene attended his 
first NBA game. The Homets were in town, and 
after the game he walked: by Davis, who remem- 
bered him from the Goodwill Games. “We'd love to 
draft you,” Baron said (the Hornets had the 17th 
pick). “But you'll never last that long.” 

Not even close. On draft day, Nene was picked 
seventh by the Knicks, prompting the usual cat- 
calls from the Big Apple fans. As he made his way 
to an interview with TNT, he was told by basket- 
ball columnist Peter Vescey that he was being 
traded to the Nuggets. “By the way,” Vescey 
asked, “can I have your hat, and can you sign it?” 
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NENE IS playing football again, but he’s not using 
his feet. Perched on a white plastic stool in the 
family room of the house he bought for his parents 
last year, he’s feverishly maneuvering the Aoers 
team he controls on the Xbox. His surroundings 
reveal how much life has changed for the Hilarios. 
The orange-brick, three-level fortress is in the 
affluent Parque Santa Monica section of Sao Carlos. 
Here, the streets are paved and the yards well- 
manicured. The barbecue pit out back, next to 
the pool, is massive. The home, like many in this 
neighborhood, sits behind a steel gate, and visitors 
must announce themselves by intercom. A metal 
door with a deadbolt separates the upstairs 
quarters; the door leading to the deck outside the 


master bedroom comes with a steel gate. 

While Nene piles up the touchdowns, his father is 
downstairs in the den, leafing through a binder of 
Nene’s newspaper clippings. “Sports was always his 
love,” Jose Paulo says. “I never doubted he'd be 
successful.” But success brings stress. Recently, 
police in Argentina warned Spurs guard Manu 
Ginobili that his family could be targeted by kid- 
nappers. In Brazil, where drivers are allowed to roll 
through stop signs at night to avoid carjackings, 
the Hilarios constantly watch their backs. “We're 
the same people, but people look at us differently,” 
Jose Paulo continues. “I love to go out, love to 
dance, but most times I stay home, listen to music 
and do crossword puzzles. I have a lot of courage, 
but that doesn’t stop me from being afraid.” 

Nene also takes precautions. A local police officer 
is always by his side when he’s in Sao Carlos. “My 
family’s well-being is a constant concern,” he says. 
“I just hope everything I’ve done for them 
allows them to be safe.” ' 

The next morning, feeling a little restless, Nene 
decides to take a visitor out to catch a soccer match 
at Luizao Stadium. In the back row of the stands 
are eight tall teens who look like they could play 
for an AND 1 Mix Tape team. As Nene watches the 
action from a closer vantage point, the boys are 


asked what they think of the baller in their midst. 
“We know of him, but we don't play,” says Jefferson 
Ramalho, an 18-year-old from nearby Sao Corleon. 
“Everything here is soccer. Maybe if Nene gets to be 
a great star like Shaq, he can motivate more kids.” 
It’s happening already. Four other Brazilians will 
be on NBA rosters when camps open in October. 
Leandro Barbosa backs up the point in Phoenix; 
Alex Garcia is a 2-guard for the Hornets; Toronto 
center Rafael Araujo was the eighth pick of the ‘04 
draft; and forward Anderson Varejao, chosen by the 
Magic with the first pick of the second round, 
is now with the Cavs. “Nene’s success has been 
important for basketball in Brazil,” Garcia says. 
“He's allowed others to believe they can succeed.” 
Most of his countrymen have 
never seen him play; only 15% of 
the homes in Brazil have cable. 
But TV or no TV, Nene’s audience is 
growing. And the more successful 
he becomes, the more hope he gives 
to those back home. “He has a 
chance to elevate Brazilian basket- 
ball to an international level,” 
Schmidt says. “As a people we need 
this. We, as a people, need him.” 
Nene doesn’t need the mass 
appeal of Ronaldo or boxer Acelino 
Freitas (whose 2001 wedding was 
nationally televised in Brazil) to 
reach souls. Just spend some time 


As Nene’s game 
gets louder, will 
hoops bring the 
noise in Brazil? 


talking with Caio Torres, a 6'11", 304-pound 
17-year-old from the town of Pinheiros. Caio’s 
dream is to play in the NBA Finals, not the World 
Cup. “Nene’s my hero,” he says during a break in 
one-on-one drills during the Basketball Without 
Borders camp. “Meeting him has been a joy. And 
every time I play this game, I’m encouraged that 
now I can be successful, just like Nene.” 

As Torres returns to the action, launching 
jumpers with perfect backspin, those last three 
words hang in the air, full of hope and promise. 

Just like Nene. 8 
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The most important stretch of turf between the goal lines isn’t in the red zone or the 
blue zone. It’s on the edge, the seven yards from the rush end in his stance to the quarter- 
back in the pocket. When the final whistle blows, it all comes down to who can bring 
the pressure—and who can handle it. & Math teachers insist it’s impossible to give 
110%. Obviously, they've never crossed Georgia defensive end David Pollack, the most 
relentless Nheat-seeking pass-rusher in the game. And clearly they've never seen 
the world from inside the helmet of college football’s coolest customer, Southern Cal 
quarterback Matt Leinart. © Will Georgia’s menace meet USC’s golden boy in the 
backfield with a national title on the line at the Orange Bowl on Jan. 4? We'd go to the 
mountaintop for answers, like Michigan State coach John L. Smith did this summer 
on Mt. Kilimanjaro—but we wouldn't beable to plug in our BCS calculator. Instead, 
we'll rely on our Power 16 poll to tell us who has the edge. And who'll likely fall off it. 


BY GENE WOJCIECHOWSKI 


GEORGIA CULT FIGURE DAVID POLLACK IS A NONSTOP NIGHTMARE FOR QUARTERBACKS 


“I gotta pee,” David Pollack announces in 
midfidget. 

And then he’s gone, off to relieve himself for the 
second time in 45 minutes. The guy hits the head 
like a frat rat at a kegger. He pees three times a 
night, which is how he came so close to severing 
his temporal artery and losing his right eye (more 
on that later). He has to pee now, because he just 
downed a half-gallon of water from a jug he 
carries with him everywhere. Back at his apart- 
ment is another gallon jug. He keeps a third at his 
girlfriend's. As you can imagine, nobody pees more 
than Pollack. 

Check that. Nobody does anything more than 
Pollack. He won't allow it; he can’t. He is the best 
son, the most romantic boyfriend, the most com- 


mitted born-again. He’s the totally devoted 
brother, the most loyal buddy, the king of the Xbox. 

Of course, he is also the hardest working 
Georgia Bulldog. Pollack calls his defensive ends 
coach at home to get more game film, and he is 
the only player with a key to the weight room. 
You'll have to squat 701 pounds to pass him on 
the fancy, $10,000 wallboard that lists the school’s 
all-time strongest players. In the off-season, he 
doesn’t lose five pounds, he loses 35. Want to try 
the Pollack diet? 

Be prepared to suck down water like a wet vac 
and search every line of food-label agate for 
hidden polyunsaturated fats. 

There is no getting up to speed with Pollack. 
There is zero: he sleeps so deeply, not even a 


teammate’s airhorn can wake him. And there is 
60: he straps on a 25-pound weight vest before he 
plays racquetball, which he follows with a 10 p.m. 
solo lifting session, his third workout of the day. 
Now here's the scary part. “If anything, he’s mel- 
lowed out,” says roomie, boyhood friend and 
Bulldogs quarterback David Greene. “He used to be 
the Tasmanian devil.” 

Used to be? Pollack has returned from the bath- 
room, but he can't sit still. He pumps his knees. 
He taps his fingertips on the table. He munches on 
a peanut energy bar, clearly the last thing he 
needs. Pollack creates enough nervous wattage to 
power Sanford Stadium. 

“Somebody said when he was born, he slapped 
the doctor,” says Bulldogs assistant Jon Fabris. It’s 
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possible. Pollack couldthave been the child star of 
Jackass: The Family fires Look, there’s little 
Davey getting his head slammed in the van door. 
There he is, ee Easter egg dye. And what's 
he chugging there+motor oil? “Jason, my first 
kid, you could put him in the middle of the living 
room floor, fly to New York and back, and he’d still 
be sitting there,” says Pollack’s mom, Kelli. “With 
Davey, if I wanted to take a shower I had to bring 
him into the bathroom, lock the door and duct 
tape the toilet lid shut.” 

Pollack burned his elbow on a barbecue grill. 
Burned his forehead, too. He smacked his head 
on the fireplace. After he was thrown from his 
bike one day, his bottom teeth sliced completely 
through his bottom lip and his two top teeth 
dangled from his gums. “He cried, but only 
because he couldn't go back out and play,” Kelli 
says. A grade-school teacher once told Kelli her 
son needed Ritalin. Kelli said no, he just needed 
an activity. Fifteen years later he’s still pursuing 
it. It’s called Everything. 

Well, almost Everything. Pollack doesn’t drink 
anything harder than 2% milk, won't get within 
a first down of drugs and proudly says he’s the 


Big V, as in virgin. Otherwise, he crams more 
into 24 hours than Kiefer Sutherland. And it’s 
not enough. 

“God didn’t give me patience,” Pollack says. 
“Man, I’m bad.” 

Wait a second. He's still at.,,Georgia, isn't he? 
Pollack could have ditched the Joe College gig 
after his junior season, been a mid-to-late-first- 


rounder in the 2004 draft, cashed a chunky bonus 
check. But that's just not his style. Pollack’s style 
is to blame himself for not being perfect, to find 
fault with a year in which he won the Hendricks 
Award as the nation’s best defensive end and 
made first-team All-SEC and All- 
America. Not to mention consensus 
Obsessive-Compulsive. “I was okay,” 
he says, all but issuing an apology. 
“Good, not great.” 
Pollack needs great—his idea of great. 
And he needs it now. Otherwise, what's 
the point? Don’t bother talking up the 
team-leading 7.5 sacks, the 32 quarter- 
back pressures (his closest teammate had 
13), the two interceptions. The numbers 
do not impress him. Nobody leaves welts 
on his own ego the way Pollack does. 
“He’s never good enough,” says 
Greene. “He’s gotten every award 
possible, and he’s never satisfied 
with his play.” 
So while Pollack has his 
version, the game film and 
experts usually tell a different story. 
“We had him shooting the A-gap from 
the tackle spot, getting to the quarter- 
back as soon as he gets the ball,” says a 


former coach. “When we moved him to defensive 
end, he was pretty good at making sure nothing 
got in his way.” 

The former coach is Pollack’s dad, Norm. The 
film is of Pollack’s Pee Wee days with the Shiloh 
Generals in his hometown of Snellville, Ga. He 
was 6. Fifteen years later, Pollack is still the 
highlight of any game tape. “I was with the 
Tennessee Titans, brainstorming and watching 
film,” says Fabris. “I brought a tape of hustle 
plays, and we're watching Pollack, and [Titans 
D-line coach] Jim Washburn says, ‘This is some- 
one I need’ ” 

Most of the D1-A biggies felt the same about 
Pollack when he was a fullback/defensive end at 
Shiloh High with no regard for his personal well- 
being. (In the school’s halls, he was known as Scar 
Tissue.) When it came time to choose a university, 
Pollack went into his bedroom, closed the door and 
called the runners-up, men by the name of Spurrier 
and Bowden, to tell them he was staying home. 

Georgia's head coach, Mark Richt, would love to 
take credit for Pollack's collegiate stardom, but he 
knows better. The team switched Pollack to defen- 
sive tackle before his freshman season in 2001. He 


N, I’M BAD.” 


made four starts and then was moved to defensive 
end the next spring. Georgia needed bodies, and 
Pollack was a body. “If we'd had enough defensive 
ends, I don't think we would have put him out 
there,” Richt says. 

Truth is, Pollack’s technique stunk. His pad 
level was too high. He didn’t use his hands well. 
His first step wasn’t short enough. “After four 
practices, the consensus was to move him back,” 
says Fabris. : 

The upperclassmen couldn't stand him. They 
thought he was sucking up with his rah-rah, 
let’s-sprint-20-yards-downfield-after-a-rush-drill 
shtick. “You're making us look bad, kid,” they 
told him. So Pollack sprinted 25 yards the next 
time. “You'd watch him and think, ‘Gee whiz, 
this guy's kind of a pest/” says Richt. “And no 
one left spring practice thinking, “Boy, we got 
something here!” 

That realization had to wait until fall. The 
crummy technique? Pollack spent May, June 
and July working on his righthand and lefthand 
stances, on keeping his hands inside his elbows 
and a flat, low back at the snap, on turning his 
hips just so in pursuit. On his preseason goal 
sheet he wrote, “To have 10 sacks ... to be an 
All-America.” 

Practicing for the second game of his sophomore 


JOE ROBBINS (2) 


fits your first date 


=*ehis.com 


~~ 


Pollack could 
become UGa’s 
first three-time 
All-America 
since Herschel 
Walker in 1982. 
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season, against Soutfigarotina, Pollack took part 
in an “inside drill.” No wide receivers, no defen- 
sive backs, Just the big boys. There was a collision, 
and Pollack went down. “I knew he’d just blown 
out his knee,” says! Fabris. “I said, ‘Lord, if you 
spare him, he will never be in an inside drill as 
long as I'm here’ Then he gets up, shakes out the 

knee and goes on. A near miss. He hasn't been 
in an inside drill or scrimmage since. I prayed 
right there, becausé guys who give you 
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everything they have don't come along very often.” 

South Carolina offensive tackle Travelle Wharton 
was the first to see everything Pollack had. 
Introductions came early in the game. “Hey, 47,” 
Wharton said, calling Pollack by his number. “I 
don’t remember you from last year.” 

“That’s because I was on the bench,” Pollack 
answered. 

“Tell you what,” said Wharton, “you're gonna 
be my bitch all game long.” 

Pollack finished with 14 tackles, a sack, a 
fumble recovery at the UGa 2-yard line and an 
interception for a touchdown. After the 
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touchdown, he sidled up to Wharton, who now 
plays for the Carolina Panthers. “If this is being 
your bitch,” he said, “I’m loving it.” 

Pollack was the 2002 SEC Player of the Year, the 
first defensive player to win the award since 
Auburn defensive tackle Tracy Rocker in 1988. He 
was first-team All-America and a finalist for the 
Nagurski Trophy, which goes to the best defensive 
player in the nation. He didn’t get those 10 sacks 
he wanted, though. He got 14, a Bulldogs single- 
season record. 

There is little Pollack doesn’t overdo. He started 
dating Lindsey Hopkins in high school (she’s now a 
sophomore at Georgia), and the romance has been 
straight out of Teen Beat. One Valentine's 

Day, Pollack asked his parents if he could 
# have the house to himself for a few hours. 

When he brought Hopkins inside, she found 
the stairs covered with Hershey's Kisses and the 
shower decorated with roses. Said the big lug: “Now 
that I’ve kissed the ground you walk on and show- 


ered you with roses, will you be my valentine?” 

Pollack prays and reads scripture every morning. 
He is a regular on both his church's and his 
school’s public-speaking circuits, earning the 
Georgia athletic department's community service 
award in 2003. By the end of the fall semester, 
he'll have his degree in history and education. 
“His greatest gift is that he has high expecta- 
tions,” says Fabris. “He’s the guy who's going to 
get that radio station just so on the dial.” 

Those expectations are why he stiffed the NFL, 
why he dropped all that weight on his water and 
health food diet, why he'll pull aside Dave Van 


Halanger, UGa director of strength and condition- 
ing, in the weight room, gesture toward a player 
and say, “We got to get him going.” 

Georgia won 11 games in 2003, but Pollack 
treats the season as if it had smallpox. Seven and 
a half sacks wasn’t what he had in mind for 
his junior-year effort, but offensive coordinators 
schemed against him. He got double-teamed, 
chip-blocked, cut-blocked, cheap-shotted. And he 
got hurt, partially tearing a ligament in his left 
knee and developing a case of turf toe so painful 
he had to learn to run differently. Somewhere 
along the way, he broke three fingers. “The last 
part of the season, I guess,” he says. “You just 
buddy-tape them up.” 

The best son, boyfriend, brother, buddy and 
workout psycho struggled with not being, at least 
in his mind, the best player. “He felt like he failed 
all these people,” says Hopkins. “After games he'd 
say, ‘I was awful’ He'd pick himself apart for doing 
some little things wrong.” 

As hard as Pollack was on 
himself last fall, it was noth- 
ing compared with how he 
tore apart his teammates this 
spring. Pollack made everyone 
his Travelle Wharton. “I’ve 
never seen anybody practice 
like him—ever,” says Richt. 
“They're not going to like 
me saying this, but I don't 
believe our guys think they 
can block him.” 

“I'm just coming humming,” 
Pollack says. “I want to have a 
one-play mentality. I want to 
get back to clowning, being 
goofy out there. I want to have 
fun.” What he means by fun, 
of course, is putting the pedal 
through the floorboard. In 


OUT THERE. I WANT TO HAVE FUN.” 


2002, Pollack used to chirp to a QB after a sack, 
“T'll be back.” He is itching to repeat the phrase 
early and often this year. 

Pollack is fortunate to be getting this last 
chance. He almost wasn’t back for the 2004 
season, or any other season, for that matter. 
In late April, during a stay on a friend's house- 
boat, Pollack got up in the middle of the night 
to, yes, pee. He took a wrong turn in the dark, 
fell down a flight of stairs and sliced his head on 
a glass sculpture. The wound was so deep you 
could see his skull. 

By the time he reached the hospital, blood had 
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soaked through the “towel he held against his 
head. Doctors told him\if the wound had been 
three inches to the left, he likely would have died. 
Two inches to the right, and he'd have lost an eye. 
Instead, he got 32 stitches and a mummy bandage 
wrap. Scar Tissue lives. 

And so do the hopes of the Bulldogs. What was 
once dismissed as a new guy’s obnoxious 
attempt at sucking up has become standard- 
issue attitude in Athens. These days you can't 
swing UGa VI's leash without hitting someone 


pounds 


wearing a No. 47 jersey. “The whole 
state embraces him,” says Van 
Halanger. “It’s probably sacri- a 
lege to say, but he is as big 
as Herschel Walker was.” 

Walker’s 1982 Heisman | 
twirls around in a glass case 
in the school’s athletic cen- 
ter, so this is no throw- 
away reference. Pollack 
is beloved by anyone not trying to block him or 
dropping back to pass. He said no to 
the NFL and yes to Georgia. He's a football acci- 
dent who made good. Most of all, he lines up 
for every play as if his scholarship depends on 
the outcome. 

But now he has to leave. He wants to sneak over 
to the campus golf course and hit a bucket of balls 
before lunch. He'll do it again after dinner. Pollack 
is growing impatient about breaking 90. 

After all, he’s had three whole lessons. ®@ 


WHAT A RUSH 


David Pollack has Red Bull running through his veins. But what really gives Georgia an edge is 

a scheme called 7-technique, in which Pollack lines up on the offense's strong side, in the gap 
between the tight end and tackle. Teammates are left in one-on-one, leaving Pollack to use his 
500-pound bench press to chuck two guys and his 500 hp motor to blow up QBs. Here are the 
rest of the most dominant edge rushers and the ways coaches plan to unleash them. -MIKE KUCHAR 


Cody dominated as a prep DE (57 sacks), but with Kenechi 
Udeze and Omar Nazel around, USC moved the 6'4", 295-pounder to DT. 
For three years, he clogged lanes and exerted inside pressure (18.5 TFLs in 
26 games). But with Udeze, Nazel and their 20.5 sacks gone, Cody is back 
to DE for his senior year. Is his 4.9 speed enough to beat OTs outside? 
From the “Tex” package, Cody stunts inside while NT Mike 


Patterson loops outside the OT. Cody's combo skills then create mayhem. 


SHAUN CODY 
USC DT/DE nS 


As a sophomore, Duckett, then a reckless situational pass- 
rusher, bunked with DE Aaron Hunt, the Big 12's all-time leading sacker 
(34). Hunt stressed complete inside-out and containment play. Two years 
and 19 sacks later, the 6'4", 265-pound Duckett is among the nation’s top 
DEs. And, says Tech head coach Mike Leach, ‘there's much more to come.” 
His first step and ability to gauge a blocker’s balance let him 


: quickly assess a play's direction and adjust his rush (power or speed). 


ADELL DUCKETT 
TEXAS TECH DE 


After roaming the entire field for three seasons, Johnson has 
a new target for 2004: backfields. Johnson blitzed zero times a year ago, 
but in new defensive coordinator Greg Robinson's hide-the-women-and 
children 4-3, that'll'change. With 4.4 speed and a 6'4", 240-pound frame, 
bolstered with 15 more pounds of muscle, Johnson will be a load to handle. 
In “Under Whack Zone Blitz," Johnson barrels off the edge while 
/ a slanting DE pushes the OT inside, leaving him an FB away froma sack. 


DERRICK JOHNSON 
TEXAS OLB a 
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ey: !:99".\¢4') Roth runs like an MLB, which is probably why he played 
there at Willowbrook High in suburban Chicago. But lowa shifted the 6'4", 
270-pounder up front, where the senior makes up for so-so quicks with 
determination (22 sacks in 2002-03). “He plays with a relentlessness 
that breaks an opponent's will,” says defensive coordinator Norm Parker. 
Nothing special. Roth is a “fence post,” always dominant with- 


out deviating from his assignment, allowing his teammates to freewheel. 


MATT ROTH 
IOWA DE A i ee 


Tuck moves like a cheetah on NoDoz. The 6'5", 261-pound 
senior uses 4.6 speed to burn OTs (13.5 sacks in 2003) and draw help 
blockers, which opens up the backfield for teammates. He suffered a torn 
right ACL and didn't play this spring, but coaches say he'll be 100% by fall, 
They'd better be right; the Irish secondary is green. 

Tuck has mastered the counter—a hard upfield push that forces 
the OT to sidestep, followed by a dip inside for a free pass to the passer. 


JUSTIN TUCK 
NOTRE DAME DE 
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Introducing the totally redesigned 2004 Kia Spectra. At around $13,000", it’s a car you can afford to love. 
pe 7 sana 


With standard features like a 6-speaker stereo/CD, 6 airbags, a best-in-class 97.0 cu. ft. ga 
interior and our trusty 10 year/100,000 mile limited powertrain warranty, the Spectra is the f 4 + A 


perfect answer to growing up, without growing old. To learn more, go to KiaSpectra.com. 


Make every mile count. 
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WHAT MAKES USC’S MATT LEINART SO SPECIAL? CHECK OUT THE VIEW FROM BEHIND HIS FACE MASK 


BY BRUCE FELDMAN 
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Welcome to the pnd of Matt Leinart. Don't 
be alarmed by the brightness. Take a moment for 
your eyes to adjust and then begin our tour. You're 
now smack dab in the most amazing place in the 
entire college football world. It’s even: more magi- 
cal than the Big House, or Death Valley, or even 
that stadium in South Bend where Touchdown 
Jesus lives. It’s filled with vivid images, resonant 
sounds and enough heartwarming stories to fill up 
sweeps week for Oprah. This place is what makes 
USC’s quarterback an All-America. It's a place that 
even on gameday stays so wonderfully serene that 
you can’t imagine he’s about to rush out of a tun- 
nel in front of 90,000 screaming heads and battle 
11 uniformed men ready to tear him apart. 

In this museum, though, there’s nothing 
abstract, nothing impressionist, nothing cubist or 
modernist or postmodernist. This is an orderly 
place packed with Ansel Adams photos, all rich in 
sharp detail. And they're not all pulled from the 
highlight reel. Don’t expect to see his Rose Bowl 
touchdown catch, or that devastating block he 
threw against Hawaii. The memories Matt recalls 
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most often are more obscure, but each represents 
something important enough to have been added 
to the permanent collection. 

So just what is it that makes Matt so different, 
so special, that we had to crawl inside his 
cranium? Wait until you see what it’s like in here 
when the pressure kicks in. Like right before 
kickoff. You'd expect his mind to be battered by 
some sort of maelstrom. It’s not. It’s actually the 
opposite, as if you're watching one of those hokey 
Hollywood football movies showing game action 
in super slow motion, the sweat creeping across 
the eye-black. Don’t believe us? Take a turn 
behind center at third-and-19 against archenemy 
UCLA last Nov 22. 

The scoreboard shows less than two minutes 
remaining in the first quarter. USC leads 14-0. Star 
wideout Mike Williams, split left, is assigned to run 
a comeback route, going 15 yards before pivoting 
back to 12. You bark signals, all the time scanning 
the Bruins defense. What's that? Is he? Yep, the 
weakside cornerback's cheating over. The TiVo inside 
your helmet catches everything: spying flaws, 


\ 


wired like this. Great quarterbacks usually can’t. 
All they can say, almost always sheepishly, is 
that the game slows down for them, which is 
akin to Miles Davis saying, “I just blow the 
horn.” You feel. You see. You react. Even when it 
seems like you don’t even stop to think. And 
that’s how you measure a great quarterback, by 
what happens between the earholes, not by a 
time on a stopwatch or by how far downfield 
a guy can heave the ball from his knees. To put 
it more bluntly, it’s why Peyton Manning’s a 
Pro Bowler and Ryan Leaf has already turned in 
his pads. Coach Chow defines it as the It Factor. 
Tom Brady has it. Joe Montana, Matt’s idol, 
really had it. “Some people have it and some 
people don’t,” Matt says. “I guess I just process 
stuff differently. But really, it’s never been 
something I’ve worked on.” 

Well, at least not consciously. 

Matt's father, Bob, a former outfielder at Loyola 
Marymount, suspected his son had it from the 
time the chubby 9-year-old with Coke-botile 
glasses pitched in the Mustang League World 


Leinart’s line in 2003 
(3,556 yards, 38 TDs) 
rivaled Palmer's 2002 
Heisman season stats 


[|.. MATT HAS AS’PERFECT A MIND AS QB GURU 
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| reviewing formations, calculating tendencies. Yeah, 


we can take that. Glance at Williams. Snap. Back. 
Here comes that corner. Gotta throw the hot route. 
RRRIPPP-IT! (That's Coach Chow's voice reminding 
you not to hold back.) Williams makes the catch 
and streaks 20 yards downfield. First down, USC. 
Wasn't that easy? 

USC offensive coordinator Norm Chow, who 
holds a doctorate in educational psychology and 
grooms QBs the way MIT cranks out physicists, 

says Matt’s mind is as close to perfect as he’s 

ever seen in football. Matt’s mother, Linda, 
has always marveled at her son's 
photographic memory. She says 
they can’t watch a movie with- 
out him spotting some bit player 
and telling her, “He played 
so-and-so in such-and-such. 
Remember that, Ma?” 
Matt can't explain why he’s 


~*! Series, Matt’s team, from Fountain Valley, Calif., 


was facing a team from Puerto Rico with players 
who looked old enough to drive. It was the bottom 
of the seventh inning (the last side in Pee Wee 
baseball), and Matt had just been brought in to 
close the game. Here, see for yourself. 

“Puer-to REEEE-co! Puer-to REEEE-co! Puer-to 
REEEE-co!” Two thousand voices shout in unison. 
The tying run is on third. The cleanup hitter, a 
guy who looks like Cerrano from Major League, 
digs in. But suddenly, the Puerto Rico chants fade 
out. And for the first time, everything slows 
down. All you see are Cerrano and a little bundle 
of pads and a mitt and a hand putting down one 
finger. Cerrano keeps fouling fastballs away. A 
changeup feels too risky, since a passed ball 


. would tie the game. But finally, on the 15th 


pitch, you send the ball toward the plate with 
Just a touch off it. Whooosh! Cerrano flails help- 
lessly. The ball smacks into the catcher’s glove. 
Strike three. Game over. 

Bruce Rollinson, Matt's football coach at 
Orange County’s Mater Dei High, was afraid his 
former star had lost “it” after two years of 
backing up Carson Palmer at USC, that somehow 
Matt had forgotten just how good he was. 
Forgotten that, when Mater Dei trailed mighty 
Concorde De La Salle 21-0 in the first half in 
September 2000, Rollinson had told Leinart, 
“We're goin’ passin’ league.” Forgotten that he 
proceeded to run the offense just like a 7-on-7 
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MOBILE 
TECHNOLOGY 


WIN AND GO 
WIRELESS! 


The intel” "Wi-Fi Campus Football 
Challenge" sweepstakes is your 
chance to win a laptop powered by 
intel’ Centrino” mobile technology. 
This way, when you're in the dorm, 
on the quad, in the stacks, at the 
coffeehouse or on the couch, you can 
still soak up all the stats. 


(Of course, please pay attention to the 
professor while you're in class.) 


Starting on August 6th log on to 
ESPN.com and vote for who you think 
the hottest college football team will be 
for your chance to win a laptop powered 
by Intel Centrino mobile technology. And 
every week someone will also win cool 
college ‘football gear. {t's time to go 
wireless and settle in to your own 
campus hotspot. 


Intel. 


© 2004 Intel Corporation. Intel, Intel Inside, the Intel Inside logo, the Intel 
Centrino logo, and Intel Centrino are trademarks or registered trademarks 
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scrimmage, throwing for more than 400 ‘yards 
and 4 TDs, even converting a pair of fourth 
downs on a last-minute drive to set up a game- 
tying 33-yard field goal. 

The kick failed and Mater Dei lést 31428, but 
in the spring of 2003 Rollinson felt that Matt 
needed to see that game again. So he sat his 
former protégé down, cued up the De La Salle 
tape and asked Matt where that player was. By 
his own admission, Matt had been “terrible” in 
his first two seasons at USC. He’d become tenta- 
tive. He’d been playing not to fail. Could he turn 
it around in spring ball? Could the tape help him 
find “it” again? Let’s find out. 

A sunny, 70° April afternoon later that spring. 
Everyone's in helmets and shorts, clustered by posi- 
tion across two football fields. Surrounded by the 
other three candidates to replace Palmer, you stand 
in to take your turn in a passing drill. Five quick 
steps backward, track through the progressions for 
an open receiver. Inhale. First option is covered 
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TEAMMATES HAVE A NICKNAME FOR THEIR @B: “LION HEART.” 


short. Second is jammed on the line. Scan left, tight 
end has no room. Time to dump to a back coming 
out of the backfield. Wait, wait ... Mike Williams 
has broken free across the field. Got him. The bail 
streaks through the air right into the receiver's 
breadbasket. Exhale. Coach Chow, not one given to 
screaming, lets out a big “YEEAAAAH!” 

Pete Carroll, USC’s head coach, honestly wasn’t 
so sure Matt had it. He believed Purdue transfer 
Brandon Hance would emerge as the guy to 
replace Palmer. After all, Hance had started in 
front of 100,000 hostile fans at Michigan in 2001, 
and would be more equipped to handle the Trojans’ 
opener at Auburn. But Hance had battled injuries 
that spring, and Leinart, who'd seemed more com- 
fortable, won the job. From Carroll's perspective, 
Matt looked pretty cool, going 17-for-30 with 
one touchdown against a team some were touting 
as the preseason No.1. Carroll said Leinart was 
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“masterful” in USC’s upset of Auburn 23-0. 

Many Trojans watchers dismissed Leinart’s 
performance, though, crediting a USC defense that 
caused three turnovers, leading to scoring drives 
of 5, 14 and 20 yards. But he won over all remain- 
ing doubters a month later at Arizona State, in a 
game he left at the start of the second quarter 
with a badly bruised knee and a high-ankle 
sprain. The rest of the team wrote him off when 
they spied him in the locker room at halftime, 
sitting on a training table with his face stuffed in 
his hands. X-rays were negative, but even though 
Matt had trouble walking on the ankle, he 
pleaded with the coaches to let him play. Coach 
Carroll's reaction? “If you limp, you're not 
playing.” So Matt gritted his teeth and buried the 
pain somewhere up in his attic. Then he went out 
and connected on his first three throws, leading 
USC to 27 unanswered points and scoring on every 
possession except one, when his receiver dropped 
a sure touchdown. After the game, teammates 


Not even Coach Carroll 
* knew what he was 
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raved about Matt’s toughness and effort. They 
even started calling him Lion Heart. 

By now, you're probably wondering where this 
“it” thing comes from? Coaches wish they knew. 
Chow reasons that, like some of his other protégés 
(Jim McMahon, Steve Young, Philip Rivers), Matt 
was just born with it. No doubt, but there’s 
more to “it” than that. Has to be, right? Maybe we 
should rewind Matt’s recall of someplace other 
than a ballfield. 

A hospital room. You and.Mom, and a man there 
in the bed with tubes attached to every part of his 
body. Dad. He's just had quadruple bypass surgery. 
Doctors say he died on the table. Then they saved 
him. He was lucky, they say. There he is, the coach 
of your baseball teams, the guy who never missed 
any of your basketball games, now Exhibit A of why 
you can’t take anything in life for granted, proof of 
Just how vulnerable we all are. Big brother Ryan, 
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Cnipotle 


It’s pronounced chee-POHT-lay. And, no, it’s 
not a crazy new variety of pepper — it’s a 
vine-ripened RED jalapefio, slow-smoked 
over pecan wood. What's crazy is how 
differently you use it. TABASCO® brand 
Chipotle Pepper Sauce can be sprinkled as 


a condiment, poured like a steak sauce and 


used as a meat marinade or basting sauce. 


MARINADE 


To get the most flavorful 
kick, pour half.a bottle 
over uncooked meat 
and let sit in the fridge 
for 15 to 30 minutes. 


BASTING 


Mix 4 tablespoons 
Chipotle Sauce with 
2 tablespoons honey 
or molasses and brush 


on during the last 5 fe . 
minutes of grilling. 


QUICK FIX 


Add a good measure to 
your favorite BBQ sauce 
or canned baked beans 

for a smoky flavor twist. 


SO, POUR IT ON! 


New TABASCO’ Chipotle Pepper Sauce 
has the perfect balance of smoked flavor 
and heat, so it’s something the whole crowd 
will enjoy. You'll find more great recipes, 
shopping, screensavers, 
postcards and fun at 
www. TABASCO.com. 
Shop online for food, 
apparel and gift ideas 

or call 1-800-634-9599 
for our free TABASCO 
Country Store Catalogue. 
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14, isn't here clinging-to Mom. Ryan can’t stomach 
the tubes. So you haye'to be Mom's rock. 

Matty, five years younger than Ryan, was 
plenty terrified too. He just wasn’t about to 
show his mother. So how could a’ little wunt like 
that have this kind of awareness or maturity? 
Well, even by that point in his life, he had 
become pretty good at coping. 

He was born with strabismus, better known as 
cross-eyes; his left eye was not aligned with his 
right. When he was 3, he underwent surgery to 
tighten his eye muscles and was fitted with glasses 
that would train his eyes to work together. 
Doctors told his parents that if he didn't wear the 
glasses, he might lose the sight in his left eye. 

He hated those glasses. He hated the four-eyes 
cracks, the constant teasing. His mom would bribe 
him with Happy Meals just to get him to wear 
them to school. Then she'd hear from his teachers 
how those glasses always seemed to be in his book 
bag or his pocket. It didn’t make Matty’s life any 


MATT WAS INSTRUCTED TO AVOID SPORTS FOR A YEAR. IT ALMQS 


easier that he was also a chub (his word). He'll tell 
you the only thing that draws more insults than a 
kid with glasses is a fat kid with glasses. The 
abuse was so regular that it all blurred into one 
long bad memory. 

But big brother Ryan remembers. One day, 
when Matt was 7, the hazing got so nasty, Ryan 
stepped in and fought the other kid, even 
chucked a hockey stick through the front door 
of the guy’s house. Ryan always did have Matty’s 
back. He was the one who got his kid brother to 
play football. He was the one who plunked down 
the $350, money he’d earned parking cars, to 
pay for Matt's football camp before freshman 
year at Mater Dei. Ryan's also the one who now 
calls Matt's cell phone and leaves a pep talk on 


his voice mail every single day before practice. 
All that’s why, before every game, Matt scrawls 
his big brother's initials onto his cleats. 

By the time Matt entered Mater Dei, the teasing 
had subsided. He’d undergone a second eye 
surgery at age 12 to tighten the muscles even 
more. At last he could ditch the glasses. And the 
chub? Well, he was gone too. Matt finally looked 
like the athlete he’d always been. He played foot- 
ball, baseball and basketball year-round, pouring 
himself into his sports. Maybe pouring too much 
of himself. Before his freshman year was over, 
Matt needed rotator-cuff surgery and was told he 
might never throw the same again. Worse still, he 
was instructed to avoid sports. Ryan says it almost 
broke him. For an entire year, Matt struggled 
without what had been his only source of 
self-esteem. And when he was finally allowed to 
test his arm—during sixth period on a February 
day in his sophomore year—he wasn't so sure he 
wanted to find out the answer. Roll tape. 


Leinart’s Rose» * 2 at 


a Everfone wants a shot at 
playing quarterback. Even stumpy 
Matt Grootegoed, Mater Dei'’s 
star linebacker/tailback, is try- 
ing to air it out. You used to be 
able to outgun any of these 
guys. But what happens if you 
can’t make the throws anymore? 
You've asked yourself that ques- 
tion a million times in the last 
god-awful year. It’s time to find 

out. You take a few deep breaths. You smile at 

your coaches. Then you start warmups. Down on 
ore knee. Over and back. Over and back. Now on 
both knees. There is no pain, no agony. You stand 
up, take another gulp of air and decide to 
unleash one. You let it rip. And it feels so, well, 
easy. The white laces corkscrew up into the 

Southern California sun and fade away far into 

the distance. Everything is going to be just fine. 
Matt’s arm is now clearly stronger than ever. And 

his vision is 20-15. Dad says that helps explain why 

Matty was such an accurate three-point shooter, 

and why he was able to complete an astounding 

67% of his passes with 28 TDs and just two inter- 

ceptions in USC’s final eight games last season. 
Matt’s mother isn’t sure of that, but she's 
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NO, SERIOUSLY, 
YOU USE IT AS A MARINADE. 


Introducing the first pepper sauce from 
TABASCO?* that you can SHAKE or POUR on. 


Cooper Tires “Ultimate Bow Tour” Sweepstakes 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR 
CHANCES OF WINNING. OPEN ONLY TO CURRENT LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 48 CONTINENTAL 
UNITED STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WHO ARE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 
1. TWO WAYS TO ENTER: 
1) US. MAIL ENTRIES: Beginning 8/2/04 through 11/15/04 and WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, complete 
an Official Entry Form les at any participating Cooper Tres dealership during such dealers’ normal 
business hours and mail the entry form in an envelope to; Cooper Tires “Utimate Bowl Tour* Sweepstakes, 
P.O. Box 3015, Rogers, MN 55374-3015. Limit one mailed entry per outor envelope per day, Al mai-in 
entries must be postmarked by 11/15/04 and recetved by 11/22/04 
2) INTERNET ENTRIES: Baginning 12:01:01 am ET on 8/2/04 through 11:59:59 pm ET on 11/15/04, 
visit www.ultimatebowttour.com and complete an Official Entry Form. All internet entries must be reosived 
by 11:59:59 pm ET on 11/15/04. Pro! of entry submission does not equate to proof of receipt, Limit 
one entry per person, per IP address per 24-hour period. If muttiple entnes are receh within a 24-hour 
penod, only the first entry wil be en the S, weepeta the e disregarded. 
in case of a dispute over the win 
address owner (who must meet ebg requirements), Any attempts by an individual to acoass the ste 
va a bot script or other brute-force attack will result in that IP address becoming ineigdie. 
Limit one entry par day per parson, household or address, regardiess of method of entry. On the entry form 
(egardiess of the means of entry), entrants wil ba asked to print her name, complete mailing address, 
telephone number and date of beth. Cooper Tire & Rubber Company (‘Sponsor’) is not responsible for 
incomplete, lost, lata, misdirected, stolen, mutilated, Begible or postage-due or incompiete transmission 
defaults, human or computer server falure or technical maifunctions and/or delayed, garbled or cormupted 
data entries. Sponsor is not responsible for printing or typographical errors in any Sweepstakes-related 
materials, All entries become the exclusive property of Sponsor and will not be acknowledged or returned. 
By entering this Sweepstakes, entrants accept and agree to be bound by these Official Rules and the 
decisions of the judges, which shail be final, binding and conclusive on all matters. The Sweepstakes 
begins 12:01:01 am ET on 8/2/04 and encis 11 59: 59 pm ET on 11/18/04 (the “Promotional Period’), 
‘Sponsor reserves the right to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend this Sweepstakes without notice #, 
in Sponsor's sole discretion, the Sweepstakes becomes infected or otherwise corrupted. 
2. PRIZES (76) 
Grand Priza (1): One (1) Grand Prize winner wil recetve the Ultimate Bow Tour vacation package for the 
Grand Prize winner and three (3) quests (cach of whom must be 18 ysars of age or older). The Grand Prize 
package includes: four (4) tickets (one for the Grand Prize winner and each of his/her three Quests) to fve 
(5) football bow games selected by Sponsor, The eight (8}-day Ultimate Bowl Tour begins approximately 
12/29/04 and ends approximately 1/05/05; the final selection of the dates for the tour and the specific 
transportation schedule is to be daterminad by Sponsor in its sole discretion, and Sponsor reserves the 
right to Change the schedule at any tima. The Grand Prize package consists of () the bow! tickets as 
desorbed @ transportation for the Grand Prize winner and his/her quests aboard a Cooper Tires 
Corporate Jet from the major commercial airport closest to the Grand Prize winner's permanent residence 
to each bow game and back to that airport of origin after completion of the eight (8)-day Ultimate Bowl 
Tour; (ii) hotel accommodations for saven (7) nights for the Grand Prize winner and his/her guests in each 
city where the bows will take place (two double standard occupancy rooms in hotels to be selected by 
Sponsor}; () round-trip transters between each airport and each hotel and between each hotel and each 
gas7e; and (V) $8,000 cash for the Grand Prize winner. Exact seating location at each bow game is to be 
selected by Sponsor. The Grand Prize winner and each quest wil be subject to security screening 
measures, including background checks, and health assurances, as described below in Saction 4 
(Eigibitty). If tha Grand Prize winner cannot accept any portion of the Grand Prize, cannot travel on the 
dates specified by Sponsor, or does not (or any quast does not, in which case the quest, but not the 
Gand Prize winner, — ates pass the seourty spe helps assurances, ee wi 
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convinced that all the tazzing for the thick glasses, 
all the humiliation of-being called Chub, made her 
younger son a much stronger person. She says 
Matty once told her, “Mom, you donit know how 
much that bothered me.” To which she replied 
that he hadn't shown any signs of it. But now, as 
she watches her boy all grown up, enjoying every 
time people gush about his preternatural vision 
and unflinching poise, she realizes he actually did 
hurt when he heard just the opposite for so long. 

Strobe lights pop. Twenty minutes ago, you were 
in shorts outside in the sun, doing summer condi- 
tioning drills. Now you're in full pads inside the 
lounge of the USC athletics center, being coached 


through a photo shoot by a photographer who's 
never actually seen a football game. “Look serious 
look happy ... look confident.” Maybe Mom is 
right, maybe you're like the ugly duckling that 
became a swan. Embarrassing? Sure. Crazy? Maybe 
not. Almost a year ago to the day, you were USC's 
great unknown. Nobody believed in you. Now the 
Trojans are everyone’s preseason No.1, even with 
four new offensive linemen, a new fullback and two 
new wide receivers. And you're posing for—what— 
your 12th magazine cover? The photographer's cam- 
era keeps popping. Otherwise, everything's quiet. 
“You know,” says the photographer, “you're a 
natural.” ® 


POCKET PROFS 
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That guy standing at the blackboard? It's not 
Purdue senior Kyle Orton, the quarterback 
with the strongest cannon in college football. 
It’s Professor Orton, one of six teacher- 
counselors at the EA Sports Elite 11 QB Camp 
in San Juan Capistrano, Calif., where the 
country's top prep passers have come for a 
class in field generalship. 

For four days in July, the eager 
pupils mix film study with pass 
drills while gleaning trade secrets from 
a blue-chip staff: Orton (right); 
Cal's Aaron Rodgers; UConn’'s 
Dan Orlovsky; Oregon State's 
Derek Anderson; Missouri's 
Brad Smith; Oklahoma's 
Jason White. 

Today's lesson: beat- 
ing the 1-technique, 
where the noseguard angles past 
the center to open a gap for a 
blitzer. Orton, a camper four years 
ago when he studied under | 
Professor Drew Brees, explains 
how he dumps off to the 
blitzer‘'s side. Next he talks 


about film watching vs. film 
study. “I had to break habits 


my freshman year," he says. “! watched 
where the bail went. You have to study what 


the defense does,” 

When Orton finishes, he opens the floor to 
his audience. Silence. The group-all top 
recruits-looks baffled. Finally, a lanky, 
black-haired guy slouching in the back row 
pipes up. “Attack them. Make the defense 
adjust to you, not the other way around.” 

It's Orlovsky, who works with Orton to 
handle the rest of the session. He's come the 
farthest, literally (rural Connecticut) and 
figuratively (unheralded prospect to Heisman 
dark horse). Though he's thrown more 
TDs (61) than any other teacher here, he 

takes notes all week. "Stacked up with the 
) other guys, | think | do a decent job,” 

Jog Orlovsky says. “But | try to take a little 
something from each of them.” 
None of them is a diva. Smith and 
White (above left and right) even 
left their Big 12 rivairy at home. 
Instead, all six stars use the camp 
to admire, and learn from, one 
another's skills. Orton’s arm. 
Orlovsky’s. aim. Rodgers’ release. 
Smith's head-snapping speed: 
Anderson's unflappability. White's 
toughness. 

It's like a QB commune-for 
now. Most of them won't see 
each other again before the 
NFL combine. Until then, it's 
every quarterback for himself. 
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Pe af WELCOME TO RETROWORLD, WHERE ALL THE GOOD : 

TEAMS ARE STILL GOOD. BUT WHO’S BEST? READ ON. 
Okay, we admit it. These preseason rankings look a little familiar. 
USC's at the top, followed by Oklahoma, then ... blah, blah, biah. 
Yep, the same top dogs that woofed it up in January are barking 

“again this August. @ Our panel of 15 certified experts from ail 
around the ESPN empire considered all 117 teams—honest, we did. 
But unless your school played after the apple dropped (just pre- 
tend that the Humanitarian Bow! didn't happen, sort of like you 
did last Jan. 3). we didn't have much room for you. Though we did 


“squeeze in rising Cal and Virginia, plus Dec. 30-prone Texas. 


A — anil Everybody else needs to go online to find out why your team 

ow nso eons PECKS Of a dot-com bowl. @ The big boys all cook up secret 
TEER PE ees alias 

Ae “$ ingredients to winning-we call that The Edge. But fisten up, 


Power 16ers-don't book those January tickets to Miami just yet. 
S22) We. enlisted ESPN analyst (and former Georgia coach) Jim 


Donnan to pick apart each powerhouse (see Donnan Takes the 


2 Edge Off). Then we handed 16 more question marks to our perspi- 
a tacious panelists, Gene Wojciechowski and Ivan Maisel, who offer 
their answers in For Argument's Sake. @ So fasten your-seat 


-belts.and come along for the ride. Even if you've been on it before. 
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USC 


LAST SEASON 12-1 (7-1 PAC-10) 


The rallying cry on the Southern California campus this off-season didn't call for a title repeat or curse LSU. It wasn't 
even “Free Mike Williams.” It was simply “6-6.” That was coach Pete Carroll’s record in 2001, his first season in Troy. 
DE Shaun Cody and QB Matt Leinart need the rooks to understand how fast a promising season can unravel. “Some guys 


iE 


here don’t know what it’s like to lose,” Leinart says. “It's our job to keep them hungry.” Looking at last season's box 
scores, the Trojans defense should have quite an appetite. USC lost five starters from the nation’s 110th-best 
pass D (276.2 ypg), which will have QBs in the air-it-out Pac-10 dropping back even more often. Then again, 
NT Mike Patterson and Cody, who bumped out from DT, will amp up their backfield presence (a combined 13 
sacks in 2003) and take pressure off a pair of green CBs, Justin Wyatt and Ronald Nunn. All that offensive 


Virginia Tech (Landover, Md.) talent makes 6-6 very unlikely. A national title, though, is a distinct possibility. -BRUCE FELDMAN 


Colorado State 
Ela =) AU) 


at Stanford THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
California Opponents saw many different sides of Reggie “To compete with the USC defense, your brain had better be 
Arizona State Bush last season. The freshman with legit 4.3 as ready as your brawn. They use tons of multiple looks, 
Washington speed got time at RB, wideout and returner, 7 especially with secondary blitzes from FS Jason Leach and 

P and maxed his 105 touches, averaging 5.8 yards CB Ronald Nunn (four combined sacks last year). Whatever 
at Washington State : : 

per carry and 20.9 per reception while scoring you do, don't panic. When the Trojans’ defensive backs crowd 

a piegen state 8 TDs. The Trojans say they want to triple his the line-and they will-make sure your QB knows to check 
Arizona touches this season. Believe them. Coordinator away from the load-up and maybe you can get a big play. It 
Notre Dame Norm Chow visited Mike Martz to discuss how is tough enough to beat these guys, but if your team isn't 
at UCLA the Rams get the ball to Marshall Faulk. composed, you will not have a chance.” 


— 


FOR ARGUMENT’S SAKE: Is mike WILLIAMS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A REPEAT AND A NO-PEAT? 


OKLAHOMA 


LAST SEASON 12-2 (8-0 BIG 12) Se 


Bob Stoops has had it. Yes, OU’s unstoppable passing game looked plenty stoppable in a 35-7 Big 12 championship 
drubbing by K-State and in a 21-14 Sugar Bowl loss to LSU. And yes, QB Jason White crashed hard, completing 
just 46% of his passes with four interceptions and seven sacks in those games. And yes, the Big 12 media didn't 
even pick White as the best QB in the conference (he tied with Missouri’s Brad Smith). But Stoops would like to 
remind everyone that White made good on 61.6% of his throws for 40 TDs (and just 10 picks), trounced seven bowl 
teams and hung up half-a-hundred seven times last season. Oh, and he won a little thing called the Heisman 
Trophy. So let them snipe. Stoops and his Sooners know they were No.1 for 15 weeks last year, and they have 10 
returning offensive starters—plus eight on D—this time. And they're certain their QB is no hopeless retread. 
Bowling Green “Those other 12 games didn’t just fade from his memory,” Coach says. “You'll see.” -WAYNE DREHS 
Houston 
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Texas Tech THE EDGE 
Texas (Dallas) Amid the chaos of a punt return, All-America 
10/16 at Kansas State Antonio Perkins clings to a single thought: make 
10|23 Kansas one man miss. After that, he expects his team- 
10|30 at Oklahoma State mates to provide a hunk of green space to let his 
at Texas A&M 4.31 jets do the rest. Perkins, who doubles as the 
Sooners’ top CB, has taken a punt to the house 
Nebraska seven times (one short of the NCAA career 
at Baylor record), He gives OU the country’s most lethal 
field-position weapon. 


DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 


“White calls most plays at the line of scrimmage, so dis- 
guise your defensive fronts and coverages. Physically 
assault him-within the rules, of course-but don’t get too 
crazy with jailbreak blitzes, because that is when White 
will kill you with a deep ball to WR Mark Clayton or a 
screen to RB Kejuan Jones. Of course, if White and the 
offense get in a groove, you will have little choice but to 
sell the ranch, because once that veteran Sooners defense 
is given a lead, you are done,” 


’ ih cl! is ‘ 
‘""FOR ‘ARGUMENT’S SAKE: po THE SOONERS SEE FRESHMAN ADRIAN PETERSON AS THEIR MAURICE CLARETT? 


IGENE| STOOPS WON'T JUNK THE PASS, BUT IF PETERSON LEARNS TO PASS-BLOCK, THE TRUE FROSH WILL PLAY EARLY AND OFTEN. 
’ : 


| IVAN | THE SOONERS CAN MOVE THE BALL WITHOUT PETERSON, SOMETHING THE BUCKEYES COULDN'T DO WITHOUT CLARETT. 


STEVE GRAYSON/WIREIMAGE (TOP); RIC FOGEL/SPORTFOLIO 


PETERSON CAN LEARN AT HIS OWN PAGE. 
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GEORGIA 


LAST SEASON 11-3 (6-2 SEC) 


You'd think Georgia would need a crash course in How to Be Top Dawg. For the first time in its history, the pro 

qram cracked the preseason Top 5, and there's Orange Bowl talk in Athens and beyond. But the players sound like 
they have already audited the class. Has all that barking backed you into a comer? “Not really,” senior DE David 
Pollack says, “We've put more expectations on ourselves than anybody else has.” To go BCS-ing in Miami, though, 
Pollack’s counterparts on the Georgia offensive line will have to pull their weight (1,537 pounds, by the way). While 
all five starters are back, they let QB David Greene eat turf 47 times last year. And for the first time in 31 years, 
Georgia failed to have a running back gain 100 yards in a game, Sophmore Michael Cooper (673 yards, 6 TDs) could 
remedy that if the 0-Line helps even a little. “I’m curious to learn if the line will play like I think they can,” coach 
Mark Richt says. We've taken that class: Winning on Saturday 101. TRAVIS HANEY 


: SCHEDULE 

_ 09/04 Georgia Southern 
at South Carclina 
Marshall 


“10/02 LSU THE EDGE 


«1710/09 Tennessee When Greene started as a freshman in 2001, Richt 
BAe = 10/16 Vanderbilt handed the 19-year-old a vanilla version of his play- 
10/23 at Arkansas book and strictly frowned upon audibles. Then Greene 
10/30 Florida beat Tennessee on a final-minute drive midway 
RRS i through the season, and he's been free to check off 
at Kentucky . : ‘ “Wat 
ever since. Now Richt is quick to say, “We've got a 
a pupern lot of faith in him," and here's why: Greene needs 
Georgia Tech just eight victories to pass Peyton Manning as the 
winningest QB in NCAA history. 


DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 


"Don't give up the big play. Greene runs the quick- 
strike passing attack like a Mark Richt clone, but it 
stalls in the red zone and in short yardage. You can 
confuse their offensive line by throwing them different 
looks and varying your pressure. When they do run, 
they heavily favor the strong side of the formation. If 
you're lucky enough to stop a drive, watch for fake 
punts from Gordon Ely-Kelso. They'll call it anytime, 
from anywhere on the field.” 


LSU 


LAST SEASON 13-1 (7-1 SEC) 


When LSU beat Oklahoma in last season's Sugar Bowl, Nick Saban savored his first: national title for all of four hours 
before his inner coach took over. Saban worried through the night about! who'd stick around for a run at a repeat in 
2004. Six LSU juniors were eyeing the NFL draft. QB Matt Mauck (seventh round, Denver), WR Mark Clayton (first, Tampa 
Bay) and DE Marquise Hill (second, Patriots) eventually joined four LSU seniors on the big board. But All-Amenica C Ben 
Wilkerson, All-SEC DE Marcus Spears and All-SEC CB Corey Webster decided to stay. Webster could be the key to making 
all that sleep deprivation worthwhile. The former prep QB moved to WR as an LSU freshman and caught seven passes, 
then bailed out an injury-depleted secondary in 2002 by shifting to CB, where he’s led the SEC with 14 picks over the 
past two seasons. Saban allowed Webster to play some WR this spring (two catches for 50 yards in the Puyple/White 
game), and he'll pull double duty this fall to help his coach catch some 2's. At least until January. -MIKE KUCHAR 


SCHEDULE 
Oregon State 
Arkansas State 


at Auburn 


Mississippi State THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
) Ee) efetsfelgel) When Saban arrived in 2000, he offered volun- “This defense gives up inches, not yards. So if you take big 
~y10|09 at Florida tary karate classes to improve balance and agility. negatives, pack up your pads and head home. Use option to 
10|23 + Troy State This summer, the classes were mandatory. Once a disrupt their run support, but don't get too tricky—they 


,10[30 Vanderbilt week, strength coach Tommy Moffitt had up to know your weakest link better than you do. Their tight press 
11/13 INAS 133 Tigers lunge-punching and leg-kicking. At coverage, with CBs Webster and Travis Daniels, is the best in 
11120 Mississippi LSU's now traditional board-breaking contest, ‘ the country at stuffing WRs at the line, so send your wide- 

Wilkerson set a new team record by smashing his outs in motion to avoid that. Bring your best stuff into the 
at Arkansas hand through three 1"x12" boards. game, run it and punt when you have to. Against LSU, some- 


times a punt is the best play you'll call all day.” 


JOE ROBBINS (TOP); TOM DIPACE 
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The Man Who Could Not Sing 


~ 


Wl. from 


People first. 


ee SCHEDULE 
Florida State 
Louisiana Tech 
at Houston 
at Georgia Tech 
Louisville 
at NC State 
at North Carolina 
Clemson 
at Virginia 
Wake Forest 
Virginia Tech 


SCHEDULE 

09|06 at Miami 
UAB 
Clemson 
North Carolina 
at Syracuse 
Virginia 
at Wake Forest 
at Maryland 
Duke 
at NC State 
Florida 
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LAST SEASON 11-2 (6-1 BIG EAST) 


The Canes have no beef with the ‘poll. You know, the o1 one that put Florida State, a team Miami has beaten five—count 
‘em, five—times in a row, at the top of the revamped ACC. “Number two in our first year ... that shows our team a iti 
of respect,” says Miami coach Larry Coker, with a straight face. “Oh, you wanna know how I really feel.” How he really. 


feels is that his players have too much pride not to use the dis as incentive. You want to give the pollsters the benefit — 


of the doubt? Okay, maybe they noticed Miami has lost an entire offensive line to the NFL since 2002. And maybe they 


didn’t notice that junior TE-turned-LT Eric Winston looks like the next first-rounder. Winston is agile enough to have — 
been Kellen Winslow's backup in 2002 and wide enough (6'7", 310) to replace Carlos Joseph, a 2004 Charger draftee. A 


year ago, Winston promised OL coach Art Kehoe he'd win the Outland Trophy by the end of his career. Maybe he'll pick 
up that doorstop about the time the guys who cover the ACC notice what a big mistake they made. -JOE WOJCIECHOWSKI 


DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 

“Stuff 14 or 15 players on your scout team in practice to 
simulate the defense’s speed. Their front four, with DTs 
Santonio Thomas and Orien Harris, pressures as well as 
anyone's. That allows their perimeter players to go man 
underneath with two-deep behind it. Try a power running 
game with zone blocking, and be careful when you pull 
because they penetrate so quickly. Crossing routes, picks 
and zigzags with the TE may occupy their LBs and open 
up the middle.” 


THE EDGE 

QB Brock Berlin turned to 6 a.m. film study this winter 
in search of an antidote for his 17-interception debut 
season. What he found was too many impossible flings 
downfield where simple dump-offs in the flat would 

have done. Miami's not worried about a relapse: in a 
month of spring practices, Berlin threw two picks (one 
off a tipped pass). And neither is he. “Il can't wait for 

my number to be called,” he says. 


FLORIDA STATE. 


LAST SEASON 10-3 (7-1 ACC) 


Papa Bowden won't bluff and say he’s been holding full houses the past few years. Even he admits he's had a string 

| ‘straights. But he’s been at the table long enough to know it’s time for the cards to start falling his way 

. “We don't have the question marks we had last season,” he says. “And last season, we didn’t have the ques- 
tion marks we had the year before that.” The Noles are going to have to show their hand early, opening with a Monday 
night matchup against Miami at their new ACC pal’s place. It'll be yet another opportunity for four-year starter and 
resident goat Chris Rix (33 career INTs) to make the good folks of Tallahassee forgive and forget. Coach, got any words 
for your QB's last go-round? “Yeah,” Bowden says, “stay healthy, park your car in the right place and if a teacher says 
there’s an exam, take it.” Sound advice. But if the offense busts, Bowden will go to one of his real-deal backups, true 
freshmen Drew Weatherford and Xavier Lee. You might call them pocket aces. -T.H. 


DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 

“WR Craphonso Thorpe and RBs Leon Washington and 
Lorenzo Booker make this Rix's most potent supporting cast, 
but you can still get this offense to self-destruct. They don't 
use motion or shifts, so you can spot tendencies. Blitz six, 
seven and eight men to confuse Rix, but brace for his 
scramble. They pass-protect well, so be ready for deep shots, 
especially post-corner routes to Thorpe and Chris Davis. They 
won't throw in the flat except for screens, so force your cor- 
ners to sink into the zone and not jump routes.” 


THE EDGE 

Few head coaches have the résumé of LBs coach 
Kevin Steele: stints at Tennessee, Oklahoma State 
and Nebraska, a gig with the Carolina Panthers, the 
head job at Baylor. That’s why nobody's worried, 
even though last year's LB starters are all gone. Of , 
the talented-if raw-trio replacing them (Ernie 

Sims, a Derrick Brooks clone, A.J. Nicholson and 
Sam McGrew), Steele says, “The group has unlimited 
potential.” Best believe him. 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN (TOP); MATT MAY/CON SMI 
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People first. rq 
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» ATEXAS . 


LAST SEASON 10-3 (7-1 BIG 12) \, i 


After six years with lots of talent—and lots of } y Bowls—Mack Brown took a novel approach to building a team 
that can win some big games (read: Oklahoma): he went right at the Longhoms’ two best players this spring. Weakside — 
LB Derrick Johnson was subjected to countless viewings of a lowlight tape of his worst plays, and RB Cedric Benson 
was convinced to bag his summer job as a minor league baseball player in favor of the weight room. Already with 3,706 
career rushing yards, Benson could see a lot more open field if soph QB Vince Young (998 rushing yards as a part-time 
starter) throws well enough to keep senior drop-back passer Chance Mock on the sideline. But no matter who's under 
center, Benson is itching to be the Longhorns’ bull again. “This summer, all I thought about was football,” he says. 
With a standout career and no wins against OU (average score: 38-13), he vows that 2004 will be different. Says Benson, 
“T want to feel like I did everything I could to help us win.” And he doesn’t mean the Holiday Bowl. =W.D. 


ae SCHEDULE 
North Texas 


at Arkansas 


Rice 


DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
“Apply pressure on their offense as soon as they step 

off of the team bus. Gang-tackle RB Benson or he will kill 
you with hidden yardage. And put a spy on QB Young. No 
matter what, do not let him slip out of the pocket. On 
the option, your DEs have to force a pitch at all costs. 
Pressure whoever is lining up at WR. They have no 
proven go-to guys, but they are going to make big plays. 
At least you can make it tough.” 


Baylor THE EDGE 
Oklahoma (Dallas) New D-coordinator Greg Robinson won two Super 
Missouri Bowls with the Broncos, so count on some full-throttle 
NFL pursuit this fall. In practice, Robinson empha- 
sizes flocking to the ball by not blowing plays dead 
until all 11 defenders get to it. And he'll scrap the 
man coverage Texas has used in the past, turning 
at Kansas more to disguised zone blitzes that feature the 
Texas A&M linebackers. “I can't wait to show it off,” LB 
Johnson says. 


at Texas Tech 
F} an Oe} fo] e210 (0) 
Oklahoma State 


MICHIGAN 


LAST SEASON 10-3 (7-1 BIG TEN) _ » 


Will they recover from that Rose Bowl drubbing at the hands of USC? How about losing three-year starting QB John 
Navarre and Heisman finalist RB Chris Perry? Are their baby-faced replacements even ready? That's a load of questions 
for a Top 10 team, but the Wolverines think they have some answers. Sure, QBs Matt Gutierrez and Clayton Richard have 
a combined 19 career attempts, and the committee of running backs—David Underwood, Tim Bracken and Jerome 
Jackson—has a grand total of 192 carries. But they'll play behind another solid line, flanked by maybe the country’s 
top trio of pass catchers. Senior Braylon Edwards and junior Jason Avant combined for 132 receptions and 1,910' yards 
last season; sophomore turf-torcher Steve Breaston has 4.4 speed and knows how to use it. Last season he scored two 
TDs rushing, two on punt returns, three on catches—and threw a 36-yard score to Navarre. Minnesota defensive 
coordinator Greg Hudson calls him “a touchdown waiting to happen.” No question about that. -ELLEN McGARRITY 


SCHEDULE 

09|04 Miami (Ohio) 

09|11 at Notre Dame 
San Diego State | 


lowa * THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
at Indiana Whoever wins the QB derby will have the cleanest “If you go one-dimensional against Michigan's defense, you 
Minnesota jersey in the Big Ten, thanks to the blindside pro- won't have a prayer, but quick-hitting, West Coast offense- 
Prat tate ts tection of junior LT Adam Stenavich (6'5", 313, ‘style passes will give them fits. Just two seniors-CBs 
at Purdue 15 starts) and Lombardi candidate senior LG David Markus Curry and Marlin Jackson-start on defense, so 
Michigan State Baas (6'5", 307, 27 starts). Last season, the this group is young. Get ‘em guessing and then run it down 
Eatin ta rang Wolverines surrendered just two sacks per game, | their throats. Know your own tendencies, then purposely 

: Those new running backs should be safe too—Big give false keys with your offensive line. Make every 
at Ohio State Blue's big five average 311 pounds. possession count because they'll bleed the clock once 


they get the ball.” , 


44 


sae eee tak 
- FOR ARGUMENT’S SAKE: can uM WIN THE BIG TEN WITHOUT A PROVEN RUNNING BACK? 
|GENE | LOOK, IVAN, EVEN YOU COULD RUN FOR 100 YARDS BEHIND THAT A-LIST O-LINE. AND THOSE STUNNING WIDE RECEIVERS WILL HELP KEEP DEFENSES HONEST. 


BRAD SCHLOSS/SPORTFOLIO (TOP); AMIR GAMZU 


6 . 
) IVAN | DID IT EVER OCCUR TO YOU THAT THE THREAT OF CHRIS PERRY OPENED UP ROOM FOR EDWARDS & CO. THAT JUST WON'T BE THERE THIS YEAR? 
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The Infinitely Fertile Man 


The Seven Passenger Saturn RELAY 


Available Fall 2004. 
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2, Qonio STATE 


5 
LAST SEASON 11-2 (6-2 BIG TEN) P 

Hard to believe, but people are actually talking about football at Ohio State these days. No more debate about the 
kid who wore No. 13 and generated two years of nonstop questions. Maurice Clarett is gone for good. “Now we can 
just focus on football,” says CB Dustin Fox. Most of that focus has been on the post-Mo, post-Craig Krenzel offense: — 
Jim Tressel expects to revive the nation’s No. 84 rushing offense (126.1 ypg) with a healthy Lydell Ross, freshman 
blur Tony Pittman (105 yards in the spring game) and a slimmed-down FB Branden Joe (down from 257 joo} boats in ie) 
235). Sophomore QB Justin Zwick, a consensus All-Ohio pick who threw for 10,500 yards at Massillon Washington 

b>} a HS, should replace Krenzel. After Tressel implemented a no-scramble policy for this year’s spring game, Zwick 

a SCHEDULE excelled with a Krenzelesque 16-for-26, 165-yard day. Versatile sophomore Troy Smith, a WR last year, will compete 

ae 09/04 Cincinnati with Zwick, but don't bet against the 2001 co-Offensive Player of the Year in Ohio. The co? Don't ask. -J.W. 


Marshall 
at NC State 


| at Northwestern THE EDGE 
, Ww. 10/09 Wisconsin Transfer MLBs Anthony Schlegel and John Kerr sat 
: Ny Re. -. 10/16 at lowa out last season, and gave the first-team offense 
SGT; ** 40/23 Indiana headaches as scout-teamers. In 2002, Schlegel left 
pe 10/30 Penn State Air Force as an All-MWC sophomore, and Kerr trans- 
eo 11106 _ at Michigan State ferred from Indiana after a 114-tackle freshman 
year. Both were outstanding this spring; Schlegel 
at Purdue should start with Kerr backing him up. Now it's the 
Michigan Big Ten that'll need the aspirin. 


= 1Q cauirornia 


DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
“They see power football every day at practice, so don't 
expect to outmuscle them. Instead, throw misdirections and 
counters at their defense. Complete passes and pick away at 
the defense. Base play-action passes off your best running 
plays to keep their LBs confused, and test their CBs, Fox and 
E.J. Underwood, deep at least once a quarter. Some West 
Coast-type offenses, like NC State’s, have enough protection 
to burn the Buckeyes on underneath routes. When you do 
have to punt early in the game, have your best fake ready.” 


Sx LAST SEASON 8-6 (5-3 PAC-10) 


First-year coach walks into tumbleweed ‘football office and stumbles on the answer to a decade of losing. Happens all 
the time. Well, once anyway. The future of Cal football was discovered the day Jeff Tedford went to Butte (Calif.) CC 
in the winter of PANE MCoMmseUcel aU albcnMoyae-Wa ate) ctaks)qtele-vately coyatatell0) :3 Aaron Rodgers as well as the tight end, Garrett Cross. 
The mentor of five first-round QBs may now have his sixth. Last season, the kid with no other scholarship offers threw 
for 2,903 yards, second-best all-time at Cal. He'll shoot higher this year, with WRs Geoff McArthur, second in the coun- 
try in yards (1,504), and Burl Toler (48 catches) at his disposal. The Bears’ “under” defense attacks from everywhere 
too, with at least five sacks last season coming from three different positions: DE (Ryan Riddle; 6.5), LB (Wendell Hunter, 
7.0) and DB (Donnie McClesky, 5.5). But to cap their rags-to-riches turnaround, the Bears will have to beat that USC jug- 
gernaut. Hey, there’s something that has happened before. -M.K. 


; vy are 


™ SCHEDULE 
09/04 at Air Force 
09/11 New Mexico State 
at Southern Miss 


at Oregon State THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 

Chaluh-se Before gameday, Tedford often challenges his QBs to “They'll complete passes for first downs, so limit the big 

(fod by.\ a game of football checkers. After setting up pieces in plays, control yardage after the catch and pressure their 

at Arizona various defensive fronts, blitzes and coverages, the protection schemes. You have to get good drops from your 

INGA SAG players take turns making quick “on the board" LBs; if they're not at the right depth and width, Rodgers will 

orecen adjustments. The “Bobby Fischer experience," the pick you apart. Just don't overblitz because then Rodgers 

at Washington players call it. “He prepares us for everything,” will hurt you deep. Pitch-and-catch short passes are their 
says Rodgers. “It gives us confidence." Plus, it's staple, but with their RBs, J.J. Arrington and Marcus O'Keith, 

Stanford always fun to beat your coach at his own game. they can run it, too. Be sure to save some wrinkles for the 

q : . ‘ second half; Tedford is a master of halftime adjustments." © 


° il ; e . ee 
‘FOR ‘ARGUMENT’S SAKE: WHERE WILL JEFF TEDFORD BE IN TWO YEARS? 
IN) BERKELEY. TEDFORD IS BECOMING THE STEVE SPURRIER OF THE WEST COAST. RECRUITS SEEK OUT CAL NOW. WHY BOLT BEFORE THE FUN REALLY BEGINS? 


HE'LL BE PACKING A U-HAUL—FOR AUSTIN, KNOXVILLE, SAN FRANCISCO, SEATTLE, YOU NAME IT. YOU THINK GOOGLE STOCK IS BIG? WAIT ‘TIL TEDFORD GOES PUBLIC. 


DAVID RICHARD (TOP); JOE ROBBINS 


The People With So Many Needs 


Before a designer takes pencil to paper. 

Before an assembly line worker turns the morning’s first screw. 

Before every Saturn we design, we put people first. 

Our Saturn ION’ series says “you deserve more features for your money.” 

The Saturn VUE” Red Line gets you where you need to go, a bit sooner than you thought you could. 
And our soon-to-arrive Saturn RELAY™ slides its doors open to your kids — and their every whim. 
They’re all part of our growing lineup. 

And every last one comes complete with the industry’s only 30-day exchange policy.” 

We hope you like them.: 

We think you might. 

After all, they’re practically built by you. 


The Company With So Many Choices 


_ 
People first. («| 


saturn.com 
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FLORIDA 


LAST SEASON 8-5 (622 SEC) 


It was an inauspicious start: a crocodile—not an alligator—pictured on the cover of the 2003 media guide. But the 
ending, a 37-17 Outback Bowl loss to Iowa ... well, that was downright inexcusable. “Nothing needed to be said,” says 
C Mike Degory. “We knew we couldn't show up like that again.” They shouldn't, not with the talent stockpiled in 
Gainesville. The biggest reptile in the pond is soph QB Chris Leak, and Ron Zook knows it. That's why he put old 
offensive coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher in charge of Leak, and only Leak. Even with his top three WRs gone, new coordi- 
nator Larry Fedora promises aggressiveness from a no-huddle shotgun, as evidenced by a spring game that featured 336 
yards and 54 points of offense. If only the defense, which brings back just three starters from the nation’s No. 51 unit 
(367.5 ypg), can get the ball back to Leak. The Gators gave up 31.4 ppg and were minus-26:52 in possession time last 
season in games they lost. And as Degory knows, “8-5 doesn’t sit well down here.” That's no crock. -IAN GORDON 


® SCHEDULE 
Ml 09/04 Middle Tenn. State 
Eastern Michigan 


at Tennessee 


Kentucky THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
Arkansas Travis Harris is all that's left from 2000, the last time “To counter the no-huddle, stick to a simple defensive package. 
LSU Florida won the SEC title. “| thought I'd get three or Don’t huddle for the call; give every player a wristband printed 
at Mississippi State four,” he says. So he'll do anything to get another. with your defenses. They want to throw more deep balls, so 
Georgia (Jacksonville) Last year, when Florida was thin at DE, the 6'2", 251- confuse their WRs with press-and-bail coverage. Watch their 

; pound LB moved up, making 34 tackles and 3.5 sacks. linemen-they telegraph screens and draws-and attack the 
TESA This spring, Harris moved back to LB, where he won inexperienced left side, G Lance Butler and T Tavares 
South Carolina Florida's Best Lifter Award on defense. “I give myself Washington [12 combined starts], with overloads. Use a JUGS 
at Florida State up for the team,” he says. Will the team give back? machine to prepare for Leak's velocity; if you get an interception 


opportunity, you'd better be able to catch it.” 


LAST SEASON 8-5 (6-1 BIG EAST) 


During his first team meeting, in 2001, coach Rich Rodriguez asked the Mountaineers to write down the three best pro- 

grams in college football. To his dismay, 70 players didn’t put West Virginia on their list. Can you blame them, though? 

The Mountaineers hadn't exactly been BCS perennials. Then, last season, the team shared the Big East title with Miami, 

and this spring “WVU” appeared on 90 slips of paper. That was easy. But with Miami and Virginia Tech off to the ACC, 

maybe not as'easy as the Mountaineers’ hike to the BCS. Double-threat senior Rasheed Marshall needs 383 rushing yards 

my : to break Donovan McNabb's conference record for a quarterback. That should be easy, too, now that T Tim Brown's 

} ra Achilles is healed. Brown, who received a sixth year of eligibility, bolsters a veteran line that allowed only 14 sacks and 

SCHEDULE 


8 TFLs last season. With Brown in 2002, West Virginia smashed the Big East single-season rushing record. This year they'll 
-MYRON MEDCALF 


- 


09/04 East Carolina take a run at it again. You can write it down. 


Q9|11 at Central Florida 
iy 09|18 Maryland 
09/25 James Madison THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
& 10/02 at Virginia Tech Junior CB/KR/PR Adam “Pac-Man” Jones was “You really have to prep for their confusing version of the 
@ 10/13 at Connecticut demoted in 2003 for a poor work ethic and a 3-3-5 defense. They use constant movement, both back 
10{21 Syracuse tendency to rely too much on his 4.3 speed. He and forth and side to side, so counter with quick snaps to 


10/30 at Rutgers regained his job in time to make 12 tackles against throw off their shifts. Either spread them out or bunch 
them up, because they'll kill your regular sets with pres- 


Temple Miami, and by the end of the season he'd ripped off 10 , 
. sure from anywhere on the field. Call power runs, not slow- 
Boston College plays of 30-plus yards and scored three ways (kickoff, | developing or east-west plays, and be sure to max protect 
at Pittsburgh INT, fumble). Know what distinguishes Jones from his on second- or thind-andsiongs." 
1 a 4 arcade namesake? He plays for four quarters. 


* at. al ‘ F 
POR ARGUMENT’S SAKE: Is WEST VIRGINIA THE NEW BEAST OF THE BIG EAST? 
| GENE | EVEN IF MIAMI AND VIRGINIA TECH HAD STAYED, THE MOUNTAINEERS MIGHT HAVE BEEN FAVORED. WITH THEM GONE, WEST VIRGINIA WILL SURELY WIN BACK-TO-BACK TITLES. 


THE HUSKIES WILL OWN THE NORTHEAST’S RECRUITS—AND THIS LEAGUE. 


i 
| IVAN | HARDLY. THE POWER-TO-BE IS UCONN. WITH BOSTON COLLEGE READY TO HEAD SOUTH, 
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AL MESSERSCHMIDT/WIREIMAGE (TOP); COURTESY OF WEST VIRGINIA 
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* Impress your cooler. 


Xx It’s all about the beer? 


Enjoy Heineken Responsibly. 


©2004 HEINEKEN® Lager Beer. Heineken USA Inc.. White Plains, NY. 
*Keog Can’ are trademarks of Heineken Brouwerijen, B.V. 


7001 MAST OO 


SMOOTHER, SLOWER BURNING PALL MALL 


WACHISRO)\ (ela 


PREMIUM TOBACCO PACKED TIGHTER FOR A LONGER LASTING EXPERIENCE 


: f ; Ultra Kings, 6 mg. “tar”, 0.6 mg. nicotine; Lights Menthol Kings, 11 mg. “tar”, 1.0 
SU R G E 0 N G E N E RAL S WAR N | N G : S mo k Ing mg. nicotine; Lights Kings, 12 mg. “tar”, 1.1 mg. nicotine: Filter Kings, 16 mg. “tar”, 
14mg nicotine; av. per cigarette by FTC method. The amount of tar and nicotine 


you get from this product varies depending on how you smoke it. There is no such 
thing as a safe cigarette For more information visit www.bwtarnic.com 


By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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LAST SEASON 11-4 (6-2 BIG 12) 


When coach Bill Snyder green-flagged a Darren Sproles-for-Heisman website, he insisted it showcase only 
the very best of the tailback’s ankle-breaking runs. Even still, the site, www.darrensproles43.com, streams 25 
ESPY-quality clips. A tsunamilike final four Big 12 games (849 combined yards against Iowa State, Nebraska, 
Missouri and Oklahoma) boosted Sproles to fifth in last season's balloting, but a hardware fetish is not why the 
senior is back in Manhattan this fall. He returned to honor the request of his mother, Annette, who died in Apnil 
and wanted him to get his degree. K-State will take him any way they can. The man they call Little Tank (5'7", 
180) will get all the touches, as the team eases in Ell Roberson's replacement at QB (likely Dylan Meier over Allen 
SCHEDULE Webb). But why are they bothering? “You look at some of Darren's plays, the guy may not need a quarterback,” 
} 09/04 Western Kentucky Snyder says. -W.D. 
7 09/11 Fresno State 
o09|18 ta. Lafayette 


at Texas ASM THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 


at Kansas After making 125 tackles at Compton (Calif.) CC in 2002, “The Wildcats are always the most prepared team in the 


Oklahoma everyone thought Marvin Simmons would be all the rage country: their DEs will know the phone number of your 
Nebraska (including us). But Simmons made just eight stops in QB's girlfriend. And although they're green, they'll still 
Texas Tech 2003, when undisclosed off-field issues and injuries play aggressive, gang-tackling D. You can exploit that 
Har : limited him to three games. He and Snyder made-nice aggressiveness with draws and quick traps. With Cedrick 
ey this spring, and now Simmons is being counted on to Williams as their latest lockdown corner, the Wildcats will 
at Colorado replace the Big 12's top tackler, Josh Buhl. “There's play a lot of bump-and-run. So throw in a few zigzag 

lowa State more to getting on the field than being athletic and routes early to keep them off balance.” 


strong,” Simmons says. “It's time to prove myself.” 


LAST SEASON 10-3 s-3 BIG TEN) 


ays 


n now. The anonymous recruits combined for ig interceptions i m 2003. Not bad for (opal) of the coun- 


u bit smaller (5'9") and lighter (177). He was going to Kent State until he commncee Towa’ coach Kirk paca 
town to see a Mercyhurst (Pa.) Prep teammate, to watch his highlight tape. Back then, Ferentz (4-19 in his first two 
seasons) was desperate for bodies, even tiny ones. Today, Ferentz, an undersized LB at UConn from 1974 to '76, has built 
a monster program (28-10 since 2001) on so many little backs. “Antwan and Jovon have everything you'd want except 
height,” Ferentz says. “They're symbolic of our team.” And their coach. SOU NUM Utes tUlers! 


SCHEDULE 
09/04 Kent State 
O9}11 Jowa State 

| 09]18 at Arizona State 


09}25 at Michigan THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
10j02 Michigan State Senior DE Matt Roth is lowa's only front-four pass- “Going against lowa is always a challenge to your players 
10/16 Ohio State rush threat (Roth: 12 sacks last year; returning line- to get their mean on. The Hawkeyes will punish you. If you 
10{23 at Penn State mates: 4). He's also the D's jump-starter, but Ferentz don’t substitute early and often, the physical pounding will 
“, 10/30 at Ilinois wants him to be careful. During a 41-10 win last crush you by the fourth quarter. Tackle with authority and 

1106 Purdue season, Roth rocked Illinois QB Dustin Ward causing return some of the punishment. Use eight-man fronts when 
1113 Sa Ceats a fumble that S Bob Sanders ran back for a three- the Hawkeyes line up in their two-back set with TB Jermelle 

brace cee yard TD. Roth got lectured by Ferentz, though, Lewis and FB Aaron Mickens, but be prepared for their two- 

f, for taunting the crumpled QB. lowa needs Roth on TE package as well. And be on your toes: this team is faster 

r) the edge, not over it. than you think.” 


52% 
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VIRGINIA | 


LAST SEASON 8-5 (4-4 ACC) 


Pardon Al Groh for micromanaging - expectations; overconfidence has been the downfall of many a cavalier pata Still, 
the way these Cavaliers have looked the past couple of seasons, going 15-10 with two bowl wins, makes you figure that 
BCS bowl invites are about to start rolling in, right? Uh, no. “I don’t think we've done enough to get full of ourselves 
yet,” Groh says. Maybe he’s dispensing pessimism because the replacement for three-year starting QB Matt Schaub, junior 
Marques Hagans, played WR last season. “Our team is more talented at the other 21 positions,” Groh concedes. The good 
news is, it’s a pretty fair other 21. Eight starters return on a defense that allowed only 20.4 ppg and that includes three 
standout LBs: Darryl Blackstock, Ahmad Brooks and Kai Parham (a combined 31.5 TFLs). On offense, two tested RBs, the 
O-line and NFL-ready TE Heath Miller are back too. Sorry, Coach, there's no way around it; the Cavs are a rising power. 


SCHEDULE 
My 09/04 at Temple “We've been at the door,” says G Elton Brown. “Now we're ready to walk in.” Sometimes the truth hurts. -1.G. 

North Carolina 
Akron 
Syracuse THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 
Clemson In the weight room and on long-snapping drills, Groh “The Cavs are masters at sending multiple zone blitzes and 
at Florida State demands competition. He can't even play a meaningless overloads from their 3-4, two-deep base defense. And they 
at Duke spring game like everyone else. Last April, he had are not afraid to send their safeties, Marquis Weeks and 
Maryland two assistants choose teams and train them hard. Jermaine Hardy, either. Their LBs are the best in the country 

: The Wahoos sealed a 10-7 win over the Cavaliers with and will hunt down ballcarriers from sideline to sideline, so 
any a last-second intercepticn. Groh gave the winners toss out your slow-developing plays and go right at ‘em. 
at Georgia Tech steak and shrimp. “We feed off Coach," Brown says. Trick the LBs with hard fakes, and try to get your TE into 
at Virginia Tech They are well-fed. the secondary against that two-deep zone.” 


TENNESSEE 


LAST SEASON 10-3 (6-2 SEC) 


The last time Phil Fulmer had 1x0) ) replace a four-year starting quarterback, the coach pulled Tee Martin out of his hat and 

conjured a national title. Now that four-year man Casey Clausen is gone, who does Fulmer have up his sleeve this time? 

Alakazaam! Meet C.J. Leak. Fulmer says Leak has been a new man ever since the job went up for grabs. “He looks like 

an SEC quarterback,” the coach says. Yes, but will he play like an SEC quarterback? Leak, whose career was derailed by 

a devastating knee injury when he was at Wake Forest, is still green despite being a sixth-year senior. His teammates 

will make up for some of his lack of experience; a six-deep receiving corps and proven runner Cedric Houston will 

pe shuttle into the huddle. But if Leak falters, he may have to fend off Clausen's little brother, Rick, a transfer from LSU. 

SCHEDULE Rick's first bowl win will tie Casey's career total, so the legacy isn't too formidable. And Fulmer knows that all too well. 

o9|0S UNLV “We have to work on how we finish our season,” he says. A lot will depend on how Leak begins it. -T.H. 
09/18 Florida 

09|25 ‘Louisiana Tech 


10/02 Auburn THE EDGE DONNAN TAKES THE EDGE OFF 


a, 10/09 at Georgia The on-field contributions of juco transfer RT Albert “Whatever you do, protect the football. The Vols are the best 
10|16 at Mississippi Toeaina are still TBD, but he's already made an ball-strippers in the nation. Their defense is young, but it 
SY 10/23 Alabama impression. The 6'6", 350-pound physical freak threw has plenty of versatile players, like LBs Kevin Burnett and 
,10{30 at South Carolina up 550 on the bench press in July, then wanted to Kevin Simon, who can drop out of eight-man fronts into 
Notrel Dame try 585. Trainers backed him off the attempt, but nickel and dime coverage. So you must prep for all looks on 
3 teammates got the picture. Toeaina will push; they all downs. Use extra protection to keep their guys off your 
at Vanderbilt need to follow. “I only do 460," admits LT Michael QB, then look deep to the outside. If you really wanna slow 
Kentucky Munoz. Better pick up the pace, pal. them down, get them second-quessing by breaking out a 


gadget play in the first quarter.” 
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FOR 'ARGUMENT’S SAKE: Has PHIL FULMER LOST HIS TOUCH? 
| GENE | iF HE HAS, | BET OTHER COACHES WOULDN'T MIND LOSING IT TOO. HE’S 113-28 AT UT AND STILL INKS TOP PREPS. BY THE WAY, HE ITCHES TO DISPROVE THE DOUBTERS. 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN (TOP); COURTESY OF TENNESSEE 


¢ 


THE VOLS HAVE POSTSEASONED IN ATLANTA THREE TIMES IN FIVE YEARS. THING IS, TWO WERE UGLY PEACH BOWL LOSSES, NOT SEC TITLE GAMES. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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BY DAVE BIRKETT 


fofey Xo} | JOHN L. SMITH CLIMBED AFRICA’S HIGHEST PEAK—KILIMANJARO 


“safari with his family in Kenya, — 
10 hours from beginning 


“THE TRIPS GO HAND IN HAND WITH 
WHAT I BELIEVE,” SMITH SAYS. “DON’T 
WASTE A DAY, A SNAP, AN OPPORTUNITY.” 


CLIFF NOTES 


Climbing Kilimanjaro has topped Smith's to-do list ever since his run with the bulls in Pamplona 
three years ago. That adventure, inspired by Ernest Hemingway, made Smith think of a 
Hemingway story he had read as a high school freshman in lona, Idaho: The Snows of 
Kilimanjaro. Smith feels curiously connected to Hemingway, who died in Ketchum, Idaho, when 
Smith was 12. That may explain the coach's monthlong beard and adventurous spirit. He's sky- 
dived from 13,500 feet, rafted the Salmon River and trained with Marines at Quantico. "The trips 
go hand in hand with what | believe,” Smith says. ‘Don't waste a day, a snap, an opportunity.” 
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JUNGLE LOVE 


The trek begins along the Rongai route to the north of the 
mountain. High cornstalks line a dusty path that veers up 
into a rain forest. Two monkeys with white stripes down their 
backs swing from tree branches, while unseen birds squawk 
in the distance. It is nearly 5 pim. when the group of 
11 climbers-Smith, his two sons (Nick, Sam), a reporter, a 
photographer and six Spartan fans brought together by the 
MSU Alumni Association-file into camp behind Samuel, the 
lead guide. After a hearty dinner (zucchini soup, fish, bread, 
potatoes and vegetables), there’s enough light left for a 
fleeting glimpse of Kilimanjaro's snow-covered peak. 
Tomorrow's wake-up Call: 7 a.m. 

The schedule is repeated the next two days, as the group 
gradually ascends lower slopes and crosses plateaus. 
Samuel constantly reminds everyone to go slowly. For now 
the climb seems like a long, winding walk. But it will get 
tougher, he says, a lot tougher. At the end of Day 3, settled. 
comfortably into base camp at the foot of Mount Mawenzi 
some 14,200 feet high, everyone retires shortly after dinner. 
No roasting marshmallows here: campfires are forbidden. 
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ALTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 


As darkness turns to daylight on the morning of Day 4, reality sets in. The “Gucci 
climb," as Smith termed it weeks earlier, is no more. It's a slow five-hour walk 
across the saddle between Mawenzi and Kibo Hut, at the base of Kilimanjaro’s 
highest peak, where several trails converge. Though the ascent is only 1,200 
feet, it quickly dampens the group's collective spirit. Smith is slowed by back 
pain, pounding headaches and a Jack of sleep, others by nausea and sheer 
exhaustion. “Mentally, it's wearing on me,” Smith says. “She's testing us. But 
we'll be all right.” No stranger to tests of fortitude, Smith grew up on a cattle 
farm where days began before the rooster crowed. As a coach, he has happily 
bounced from one rebuilding project to the next. Last year, he was Big Ten Coach 
of the Year after an eight-win season in which QB Jeff Smoker beat substance- 
abuse problems to lead the conference in passing. Kilimanjaro? Bring it on. 


SMITH IS 
SLOWED BY 
BACK PAIN, 
HEADACHES 
AND LACK OF 
SLEEP, OTHERS 
BY NAUSEA 
AND SHEER 
EXHAUSTION. 


— 
lu 


ba 
{do} 
ee) 


is 


5 


PEAK PERFORMANCE 


Smith has barely closed his eyes 
when Samuel goes tent to tent shortly 
before midnight. The final ascent 
begins at 12:14 a.m. The goal is to reach 
the summit at sunrise. It's pitch dark, 
save for the million stars in the 
sky and the dim light from everyone's 
headlamps. A dusty glow in the dis- 
tance, from a group already on the rock- 
strewn switchback trail, is the lone sign 
of just how far there is to go. The three 
fittest climbers in the group push ahead 
to Gilman’s Point, which, at 18,638 
feet, is the second-highest peak of 
Kilimanjaro. They arrive shortly before 
sunrise. An hour later, they're at the top. 

For the others, just getting to 
Gilman's takes every ounce of determi- 
nation left in their bodies. Smith and 
the remaining seven climbers reach 
Gilman's at sunrise, shortly before 
7 a.m. Perched on a mound of volcanic 
rock, they watch in awe as the sky 
opens in a blast of colors. A deep 


vibrant red gives way to bright yellow, 
unveiling the clouds below. Smith's 
eyes well up with tears. “A religious 
experience,” he says. 

The climb has sapped body and 
spirit. But after 20 minutes of rest and 
silent self-doubt, the climbers resume 
their quest. Two hours later, they're 
greeted by a crooked wooden sign with 
a simple greeting. “Congratulations. 
You are now at Uhuru Peak.” Uhuru 
means “freedom” in Swahili. It was the 
rallying cry of anti-colonialists when 
what is now Tanzania and Kenya were 
liberated in the early 1960s. 

Smith stares in pure delight at the 
glacier spreading out to the west. Its 
tall white walls glisten in the morning 
sun. Behind it, a sheet of unfiltered 
blue sky unfolds as far as the mind can 
see. “This was as hard as anything I've 
ever done,” he says. “But it's great to 
see the sun come up, the glacier. These 
are the best moments in life.” 
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Bills will be the last thing on your mind. 


Automatically pay bills with your Visa’ debit or credit card and you're free to relax while traveling. fs. aD 
Simply schedule payments for monthly bills like phone, cable and gym membership dues. VISA 
Then rest easy. Bills are securely paid on time, every time. So you can focus on what truly 


matters. For more information visit visa.com/billpay. 
it's everywhere 


you want to be. 


ONE SWING CHANGED THE WORLD 
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FOR A SMALL MONTANA TOWN. 
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THE QUESTION: DID IT HAVE TO HAPPEN? 
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BY ERIC ADELSON 
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL McRAE 


A HARD LINE DRIVE 


Everyone who saw it remembers the inning, 
the score, even the count, because all three shined 
brightly on the scoreboard for so long afterward. 
Everyone there remembers how Brandon Patch 
looked when he pitched, because that’s easier to 
relive than the memory of him lying motionless on 
the mound. Everyone remembers the sounds: the 


shrill ping, the sickening thud, the gasps, the 
silence. Then later, much later, the sirens. And just 
about everyone who was at the game on that hot 
Montana night agrees why it happened. 

It was the bat. The aluminum bat. 


IT WAS Brandon's last start with Miles City, and it 
was all he could think about the entire week. The 
boy was 18, so he didn’t dwell much on the future. 


He imagined one day he'd be a California highway . 


patrolman, pulling over 20 cars a day. He would see 
the Lakers, and fish for marlin in the Pacific, and 
visit Yankee Stadium, and take a cruise on a ship 
with a casino. But that was all for later. On that 
night, July 25, 2003, Brandon just wanted to pitch. 

He spoke to his mom, Debbie, from the team bus 
as it headed to Helena. “We're almost there,” he 
said. “See you at the game.” Brandon was excited. 
His ‘final American Legion start was against 
Montana’s two-time state champs, the Helena 
Senators. Miles City is an isolated interstate 
turnoff town of 8,500, and its team didn’t have a 
ton of talent. But its leader had optimism and 
karma to spare. Brandon Patch was the grandson 
of “Scrap Iron” Patch, a beloved rodeo clown. 


Almost everyone who saw 
Brandon's final pitch blamed his 
death on the aluminum bat. 


Brandon James Patch was a good egg—the life of 
the party even on a bad day. About the worst thing 
he ever did was hide Snickers bars from his coaches 
next to the Bible in the hotel nightstand. 

So he galloped straight to the mound there at 
Kindrick Legion Field; Now, Brandon wasn’t much 
on technique. He was a little husky, with a deliv- 
ery that was more tumble than stride. But his dad, 
Spud, wouldn't let him come in for dinner until 
he got his pitches down, so Brandon was usually 
pretty effective. This time, he was brilliant. He 
held Helena to one earned run over the first four 
innings, greeting just about every putout with a 
fist pump or a grin. His energy spread to his team- 
mates, who played right up on their toes. And as 
the sun set over the scorched plateau, the Miles 
City Mavericks had the Senators stuck in a 3-3 tie. 
“They're mine tonight!” Brandon had told his dad 
before taking the mound in the first inning, and 
so far, he’d been right. 

Then came the bottom of the fifth, one out, a 
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1-1 count on Helena first baseman Quinn LeSage. 
Debbie and Spud leaned forward in the stands. 
Brandon's aunt in Helena had e-mailed him news- 
paper clips about LeSage, a 6'5" masher with Di 
potential. Brandon e-mailed back clips about him- 
self, setting the stage for the showdown. Brandon 
had K’d LeSage the last time they met, back in 
Miles City, and the Helena manager came over 
after that game to shake Brandon's hand. That 
pretty much made the kid’s season. Now Brandon 
wanted to punch out Quinn on his home turf. He 
reared back and put all he had into a fastball. 

LeSage uncoiled, rolling his wrists perfectly. The 
ball hit the bat’s sweet spot and gave against the 
aluminum so purely that LeSage felt no resistance. 

Ping! Thud. 

The two sounds hit the ear one right after the 
other, as if the bat had connected with the ball 
and Brandon's head in one motion. Debbie saw her 
son fall backward toward second base like he'd 
been run over. LeSage finally located the ball 50 
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D IN ONE MOTION. 


STEVE ALUISON/MILES CITY STAR (LEFT); OPPOSITE: JAMES WOODCOCK/BILLINGS GAZETTE (2) 


feet in the air, and watched as it lingered against 
the lights. He had barely stumbled out of the bat- 
ter’s box when it landed in the first baseman’s 
glove for an out. Then he stared out at the-mound 
before turning to the dugout. “I hit that ball so 
hard,” he said out loud. “I hit it so, so hard.” 


DEBBIE PATCH had never thought twice about alu- 
minum bats. How many 46-year-old Montana moms 
would know about the years of controversy, the 
lawsuits, the allegations of danger? She had no idea 
the NCAA had recommended a maximum batted ball 
speed in ‘98, then revised it upward—against the 
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wishes of its Baseball Rules Committee—after one 
bat company sued. No idea the NCAA had ruled in 
"99 that aluminum bats should be held to a “wood- 
like” performance standard, which virtually all 
amateur leagues have adopted. No idea a longtime’ 
* college coach, Amherst's Bill Thurston, had quit the 
Rules Committee in protest because he 
didn’t think even toned-down aluminum 
bats were at all woodlike. 

Thurston has a videotape of seven’ 
college kids getting hit in the face with | 
balls off aluminum bats. Ping! Thud. 


mound, Brandon joked in a whisper, “Should’ve 
kept it down.” 

Spud and Debbie sprinted to the center of the 
ballfield. Brandon tried tobe brave. “I got a heck- 
uva headache, Dad,” he said, and Spud smiled. “I 
bet you do, son. I bet you do.” Spud checked the 
left side of Brandon's head and saw a red mark 
about two inches in diameter on his temple. Not 
bad, he thought. Lucky. Then he saw blood begin 
to trickle from his son’s ear. 


Brandon, feeling dizzy, lay back on 
the mound. Teammates supported his 
head with a rolled-up towel, then unbut- 
toned his jersey so he could breathe eas- 
ier. As the boy looked up at his parents, 
his vision started to blur. He saw black 
spots and blinked hard, but the spots just grew 
bigger and blurrier. Spud and Debbie saw their 
son's eyes flicker. Then Brandon's eyebrows arched 
and his cheeks twitched. He turned white and, to 
those who saw it, his face was a picture of fear. 
Brandon blacked out, then vomited. More blood, 
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a lot more, dripped from his ear onto his jersey and 
into the dirt. His legs began to twitch, then his 
entire body convulsed. Debbie screamed, “Wake up, 
Brandon! Wake up!” One coach threw himself on 
top of Brandon to keep him prone, but the boy's 
knees fought back, bending to meet his chest in a 
fetal position. Another coach pried open Brandon's 
jaw and reached two fingers inside to keep him 
from swallowing his tongue. Spud wheeled and 
walked out to the shortstop’s position. He crouched 
like a catcher and pressed the palms 

of his hands together in prayer. 
Kids on both teams took a knee 
in the outfield and watched 
blankly. In the stands, a father of 
one of the Mavericks reached into 
his shirt to wrap his fingers around 
a cross. “Take me,” he whispered. 


Pallbearers “Take me.” Eventually, players 
brought were in the bullpen, hauling bat- 
Brandon to ting cages out of the way, and an 
his favorite ambulance moved slowly into the 

‘ place: 60'6" outfield and over the base path. 
from home Moments later, the slam of its 
plate. doors echoed in the silence. 


Brandon's blood and vomit were 

raked into the mound, and the 

players returned to their positions. The Mavericks 

numbly lost the game, then spent the night at a 

nearby hotel. They stared at the ceilings and told 

Brandon stories. They tried to sleep, tried to con- 

vince themselves Brandon was okay. Maybe this 

was a nightmare, and they'd all wake up to find 
Snickers in the Bible drawer. 

At the hospital, a CT scan showed Brandon's brain 
pressing hard against his cranium. The boy had to 
be airlifted to Great Falls, where a neurologist might 
be able to stop the swelling. Debbie and Spud 
rushed to the car for what would be the longest 90 


SPLIT DECISION 


Teeth flying. Ping! Thud. A mangled 
jaw. Ping! Thud. Hospital airlifts. 
“Everyone knows it's the bat,” Thurston 
says, “but no one wants to admit it.” 

When her son crumpled to the 
mound, Debbie Patch had no way of 
knowing about all the charges and 
countercharges, the what-ifs-and fears 
that were already part of this game. 
She would soon find out. 


BRANDON PULLED himself into a sitting 
position. He felt a deep throb and a 
wave of embarrassment. Quinn had got 
him good. As his teammates circled the 
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While aluminum bats are used in almost every amateur league in the country, a debate rages over the wisdom of that choice. 
Here's how the issue breaks down. 

PRO Aluminum bats save money. Often combined with other metals like zinc, cooper and titanium to increase performance, 
they retail for as much as $300—but they can last for a full season without noticeable wear. Wood bats can break after only 
a few hits. So poorer communities can afford to field teams and buy uniforms in part because they do not have to buy bats 
after every game or series. As for the safety issue, thousands of swings with aluminum bats happen every summer night with- 
out injury. The death of Brandon Patch was a horrible event, batmakers say, but it was an extremely rare occurrence, and 
there is no way of knowing if Brandon would have died if the hitter had been using wood. Why change the game—and| ruin 
it for many poor communities—just because of a few horrible incidents that might have happened anyway? 

CON Opponents say aluminum bats are unsafe. Yes, batmakers have toned down their products in recent years, but even 
a slight increase in ball speed off a bat can rob a pitcher of valuable time he needs to protect himself. Aluminum bats have 
a larger sweet spot than wood bats. Plus, opponents say, the NCAA has not regulated balance point (or center of mass) Strictly 
enough. If aluminum bats had the same balance point as wood bats, that would put more weight in the barre! and reduce 


swing speed. Lower swing speed means lower batted-ball speed and more reaction time for pitchers. +E.A, 


A HARD LINE DRIVE 


miles of their lives. Spud said almost nothing on the 
way; he’d hardly opened his mouth since Brandon 
lost consciousness. But Debbie couldn't keep quiet. 
“Why?” she wailed. “Why did this happen?” 

As Brandon was wheeled into surgery, a nurse 
prepared a room in the ICU. Hope. Debbie and 
Spud prayed and paced and held clammy hands, 
trying not to wonder but wondering still. Then a 
surgeon appeared through a doorway. He said 
there was nothing else he could do. 

Debbie stared at the doctor with scalding blue 


It was the bat. Hal Anderson is sure of it. 
Anderson coaches an amateur team in Billings, 
and he saw one of Patch’s last games, also against 
Helena. He remembers LeSage, but he couldn't 
take his eyes off the pitchéy, No. 11. The kid was 
so animated, so happy to be out there. He cheered 
his teammates after each putout and calmed them 
after each hit. “I loved the kid’s spirit,” says 
Anderson, who is now a Rockies scout. “He made 
me enjoy that game.” 

The coach never met the boy, but when he 
learned Brandon had died, he col- 
lapsed in tears. Anderson's team, 
which includes his son, Justin, has 
not used aluminum since. If it 
costs them every game, so be it. 
“Sooner or later,” Anderson says, 
“the house of cards will fall. The 
strength of the kids, the bats ... 
it’s a perfect storm.” 


ON A warm June morning, the 
Mavericks take a two-hour bus ride 
to Billings to play the Royals. The 
Mavericks use only wood bats now, 
and they wear baseball helmets in 
the field. Many of Brandon's team- 
mates still play. Matt Wilcox is one 
of them. He wasn’t much for 
baseball until Brandon convinced 
him to come out. Now he plays 
for Brandon. But not 
another teammate, Hayes 


her case for dropping the bats. When she finally 
got her chance, Haegele became exasperated 
quickly. He told Debbie nothing would change in 
this lifetime. “Maybe you'll be dead by the time it 
changes,” Debbie said. “But I won't.” 

Debbie helped her brother-in-law, Jack, create a 
website called forever11.com. It’s filled with stud- 
ies and testimony from opponents of aluminum 
bats. Other kinds of clips make the website, too, 
like the op-ed piece from a Montana American 
Legion coach saying the folks from Miles City are 
ruining Brandon's memory by guilting local teams 
into dropping aluminum. Car accidents happen, he 
said. Should we take cars off the road? 

The Patches thought of suing the batmakers, but 
that’s expensive and not likely to be successful. 
Batmakers say baseball has inherent risk, which it 
does, that aluminum bats have saved money, which 
they have, and that all their bats meet NCAA guide- 
lines, which they do. They point to thousands of 
bats swung every summer without incident. “When 
there are injuries, people have to be realistic and 
say it could have happened with wood or 
aluntnum,” says Jim Darby, a spokesman for 
Easton, the nation’s leading batmaker. “If a player 
is hit off aluminum, everyone points to the bat. If 
he's hit off wood, they say it’s part of the game.” 

Quinn LeSage now pitches in an all-wood 
collegiate league in Eastern Washington. Would 
Brandon have died if Quinn had been using wood 
last year? Debbie Patch will live the rest of her life 


Venable. Hayes doesn’t The ones 
play football anymore, Brandon left 
either. He went out and behind: 


girlfriend Lacey 
Reid, parents 
Debbie and 
Spud. 


got a job installing 


“THERE’S NOTHING I CAN DO,” SAID THE SURGEON. 
“NO,” SAID DEBBIE, 
“YOU GO BACK AND FIX HIM.” 


sprinklers. He has a faraway look in his 
eye now, a lost stare. He speaks slowly, 
quietly: “T still have that picture in my 
head ... ” 

Debbie is here today. She and Spud 
have spent the past year trying to con- 
vince anyone who will listen that their 
son didn’t have to die. It hasn’t been 
easy, what with Debbie's job at the : 


eyes. “No,” she said. “You go back in there and fix 
him.” At 12:43 a.m., there was nothing left to fix. 
Brandon was gone. Jf 


IT WAS the bat. The thought swept through the 
funeral. More than 1,400 people showed up for the 
service at Denton Field, the Mavericks’ home park, 
many scribbling farewell notes in metallic marker 
on the boy’s casket. LeSage was there with his 


without knowing for sure, and that keeps her 


teammates, dressed in uniform. Both squads were 
introduced over the PA, just like the last time. 
“And on the hill,” the announcer said, “No. 11, 
Brandon Patch.” Brandon's brother, 15-year-old 
Brady, helped carry the coffin from centerfield, 
to soft sobs and applause. Then the pallbearers 
lowered Brandon onto the mound. 
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tanning salon and Spud’s odd hours slicing meat 
at Albertson’s. The Patches don’t have an 
answering machine, so they waited by the phone 
for weeks after Brandon's death to hear back from 
the head of the Montana American Legion, George 
Haegele. Debbie left messages. She called again 


and again. She wanted just five minutes to make - 


fighting. “Look,” she says, “you don’t want to 
lose your child on a baseball field. I still wake up, 
and say I can't believe he’s gone. No mother 
wants to wake up like that.” 

So Debbie has brought some wood bats with her 
to Billings today. She carries them to the Royals’ 


Brandon's room is just 
as it was the day he 
left for Helena. 


dugout as the players gather for warmups. This is 
the first game she’s been to since Brandon's death, 
and later she will break down during the national 
anthem. But now she beams with hope when the 
Royals’ manager agrees to use her bats. It makes 
headlines in the papers. But then Miles City leaves 

_and the Royals go back to aluminum, like every 
other team the Mavericks play all season. 


BRANDON’S ROOM is exactly as 
it was the day he left for 
Helena. The bed is unmade. A 
baseball-shaped alarm clock 
flashes the wrong time. An 
empty Coke can sits on a 
bureau, a fruit roll-up on the 
TV. There is an Extra Innings 
cartridge in the Nintendo 
machine, and a Jock Rock tape 
in the boom box. Five baseballs 
surround one worn mitt. A 
high school diploma awaits 
mounting. There is a faint smell of cologne and 
deodorant. A faint smell of a boy. 

It was the bat. Lacey Reid can't help but think 


.so. She still goes to Mavericks games, and when 


she does, she imagines her boyfriend running out 
of the dugout, pumping his fist, smiling. She day- 
dreams between innings, about the Fourth of July 
they watched fireworks from the roof of Denton 


Field, about the late-night calls, about Brandon 
sitting behind the wheel of his "90 T-Bird. She 
closes her eyes and she sees him still. 

Sometimes, when her house is quiet, Lacey 
picks up the phone to dial Brandon’s number. 
Sometimes she visits his grave. She sits under a 
leaning elm and smiles at the stuffed football, 
the golf club, the yellowed valentines, the sweat- 
stained baseball cap and the Snickers bar on the 
granite ledge beneath the etched years of her 
boyfriend's life. Sometimes Lacey talks to 
Brandon. She tells him what’s bugging her and 
how her day went. Sometimes she brings a blan- 
ket ang talks until she whispers, and whispers 
until she falls asleep. 

And sometimes Lacey wakes to find Brandon's 
parents sitting beside her. Spud and Debbie visit 
their son every day. Dad brings the paper so he 
can read the scores to him. Debbie wonders how 
her baby boy could be lying in a box under all 
that grass and dirt. @ 


Cleans, Shines. Protects. 


DON'T GET 
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IF YOU'VE GOT A SEED NEXT TO YOUR NAME AT THE U.S. OPEN, YOU’D 
BETTER DEAL WITH THE TARGET ON YOUR BACK 


What a wonderfully mixed-up year this has been in tennis. Two of the game's top 
dogs, Justine Henin-Hardenne and Andy Roddick, went out with a whimper at the 
French. The once-dominant Williams sisters, both hobbled by injuries, haven't won a 
title since May. Meanwhile, we've been introduced to new stars like Maria Sharapova 
and Guillermo Coria and reintroduced to an old one, Martina Navratilova. So what 
does all this portend for the U.S. Open (Aug. 30-Sept. 12)? Upsets, and lots of ‘em. 
Here's your primer on expecting the unexpected. 


DISORDERLY CONDUCT 


A steady serve is a must. So are power ground 
strokes. But if you really want to pull off a shocker 
at Flushing, you'd better have brains and guts to 
match, as our top five upsets from the past five 
Opens demonstrate. 

1. ARNAUD CLEMENT DEF. ANDRE AGASSI 

6-3, 6-2, 6-4 ('00, second round) 

Top-seeded Agassi entered the Open 
rattled by his mother's breast cancer 
diagnosis. It showed against Clement, a 
first-rate roadrunner who repeatedly 
tracked down Agassi's drives, forcing the 
defending champ to overhit and make 
mistakes. And then, when Agassi tried to 
play more conservatively, Clement unleashed several 
demoralizing down-the-line winners. : 

2. JUSTINE HENIN DEF. ANNA KOURNIKOVA 

6-4, 7-6 (‘00, third round) 

In front of a national TV audience, the 12th-seeded 
Kournikova was hoping to prove her game was equal 
to her fame. Turned out, it 
was the unknown Henin 
who was most camera- 

* ready. Whipping what's 
since emerged as the 


game's finest backhand, 
the wispy Belgian made 
Kournikova look slow and 
stupid, hastening the end 
of one career and the 
emergence of another. 


3. WAYNE ARTHURS DEF. GUSTAVO KUERTEN 
4-6, 6-3, 7-6, 7-6 ('00, first round) 

: Arthurs, a lefthanded net-rusher 
with a monster serve, completely 
picked apart No. 2 seed Kuerten. 
As the French Open champ clung 
far behind the baseline on 
returns in classic clay-court fashion, Arthurs simply 
kicked his serves into the corners, setting up a non- 
stop stream of volley winners. 

4, SERENA WILLIAMS WINS THE TITLE ('99) 

In two brilliant weeks, Venus’ kid sis 
blossomed from understudy to star, 
showing bold offense on the big points 
and no fear of her opponents. After 
overcoming a 5-3 third-set deficit 
against Kim Clijsters in the third round, 
the seventh-seeded Serena tore 
through a quartet of Grand Slam 
champs: Conchita Martinez, Monica Seles, Lindsay 
Davenport and Martina Hingis. 

5. AGASSI DEF. LLEYTON HEWITT 

6-4, 7-6, 6-7, 6-2 ('02, semifinals) 

Against the defending Wimbledon 
and U.S. Open champ, Agassi 
cleverly kept the ball in the middle 
. of the court, which neutralized 

> Hewitt's running game. When, and 
only when, he had Hewitt on his 
heels, he pulled the trigger on down- 
the-line winners. -JOEL DRUCKER 


TARGET : 
PRACTICE 


ANDY RODDICK, who was done in by 125th-ranked 
Olivier Mutis in the second round of this year’s French Open, 
explains what it’s like to get served. 

With men’s tennis as deep as it is right now, upsets are a 
possibility every time out. My mind-set is to treat every player 
the same, but sometimes there’s nothing you can do to 
prevent an upset. in Paris this year, there was a hostile 
crowd. It didn’t affect me much, but it definitely inspired 
Mutis. The crowd tan really get inside you and help you play 
above your ability when you're in your home country. | was 
winning pretty easily early on. He fought back to win the 
second set, and | knew we had a match on our hands. A lot 
of times, the underdog comes out firing, and you say to 
yourself, let’s just keep your level high and see if they taper 
off. But he never tapered off. By the fifth set, | thought | was 
done. After | lost, | booked a plane ticket to go home 
immediately. | couldn't be there. | wasn’t a part of it anymore. 


“Sorry 
about that.” 


MUTIS, AFTER OUSTING RODDICK AT THE FRENCH 
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AMERICAN EXPRESS 


DON'T GET UPSET NOW 


"Mars. 


132 


“What do you want me to do 


115TH-RANKED PAUL HAARHUIS, WHEN ASKED WHERE 
HE HAD COME FROM AFTER DEFEATING JOHN McENROE IN 
THE SECOND ROUND OF THE '89 U.S. OPEN 


ID 


NO.3 SEED CHRIS EVERT, AFTER LOSING TO NO. 11 SEED LORI McNEIL IN THE QUARTERFINALS OF THE '87 U.S. OPEN 


? 


Start crying in front of you people 


| "It was a 


brain injury.” 


NO. 2 SEED GORAN IVANISEVIC, DISMISSING THE NOTION 
THAT HIS HIP INJURY CAUSED HIS FIRST-ROUND LOSS TO 
68TH-RANKED MARKUS ZOECKE IN THE '94 U.S. OPEN 


FAULT LINES 


The French Open and Wimbledon have those nasty surfaces; the Australian 
Open has that insufferable heat. But no major is more upsetting than the U.S. 
Open. Here are five reasons why: 
END OF THE LINE 
The Open is the terminus of the most arduous pre-Slam swing in tennis: the 
North American summer hardcourt season. 

PASSING FANCY 
, You can put two ants on Wimbledon’s Centre Court, and 
», the crowds will watch intently. Not so in New York, where 
: g fans aimlessly wander the grounds, hang out in luxury 
i suites and graze through matches with all the hasty 
randomness of a starving college student at a buffet table. 
" OPEN SEASON 
The Flushing weather can vary wildly in the same day, from oppressive heat to 
bone-jarring cool. The variations are even more pronounced on center court, 
which is sunk inside the bowl of Arthur Ashe Stadium. 
COURTING DISASTER 
One-trick ponies—the big servers of Wimbledon, the jackrabbits of the French 
Open-are exposed by the Open's evenhanded hardcourt. 
PRESSURE PACKED 
No other Grand Slam city creates more stress. Traffic, of course, is a huge 
nuisance, as is the noise from the procession of airplanes flying in and out of 
nearby LaGuardia Airport. And this year, New York will be more crowded than 
ever with the Republican convention in town down during Week 1. ~J.D. 


"Everybody's 
beatable.” 


NO. 23 RANKED JAIME YZAGA, AFTER 
. UPSETTING TOP SEED PETE SAMPRAS IN THE 
FOURTH ROUND OF THE '94 U.S. OPEN 


STUN GUNS 


These seedless six could send shock waves throughout 
Flushing Meadows. 


JEFF MORRISON 

This athletic American's attacking 
‘game should be even more 
dangerous now that he’s amped 
his conditioning. 

CYRIL SAULNIER 

The stylish Frenchman has the 
shot versatility and the strength to 
unsettle opponents. 

IVO KARLOVIC 

The 6'10" Croatian unloads on his 
serves—he rang up 18 aces to 
knock off defending champ 
Lleyton Hewitt in Wimbledon’s 
first round last year. 


MEN 


EMILIE,LOIT 

The pesky lefty from France 
makes her opponents feel like 
they're playing a ball machine. 
MARIA KIRILENKO 

Unlike most of her Russian 
compatriots, she has innate feel 
to go along with well-trained 
power strokes. 

MASHONA WASHINGTON 
At 28, Mal’s little sis has begun 
to bloom; her speed and tenacity 
could go a long way on those hot 
New York afternoons. -J.D. 


WOMEN 


for 
one year. I’m 


sorry.” 


n 


p 
U 


MARIA SHARAPOVA TO SERENA WILLIAMS, AFTER DEFEATING HER IN THE 


from yo 


“T have to take 
this tro 
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High in protein. 


Big on taste. 


Low in carbs: 


Introducing ProteinPlus™ Carb Select™ from PowerBar, the great 
tasting snack that fuels your low carb lifestyle. Inside its creamy 
center and rich chocolatey coating are 22 grams of high quality 


g 
= ee =e 7 He protein and 2 grams of impact carbs* So go ahead, count yards, count 
CARB Select-€ CF catches, count touchdowns. Count everything but carbs. power! 


eanut Butter 
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“Total calories 260-270. Carb facts per serving total carbohydrate 30g - - dietary fiber 29. sugar. akjohol 26g = Spat Gliber, Foe onftugd doses sattea! det on 
blood ‘sugar. For those watching their carb intakes, Count 2 grams. More research is neededito esabish a firm relationship between biogdisunar and yweht comieot 


FINAL CUTS O05 SEPT. 2004 


SEASON STARTS O9 SEPT, 2004 


SUPER BOWL 06 FEB. 2005 


HOT READS 


You could build quite a nucleus with starters 
shelved by training-camp injuries. Tennessee LB 
Peter Sirmon, Detroit LB Boss Bailey, Miami 
.WR David Boston and S Chris Akins could all 
miss the season with knee injuries. Then there 
are Washington OT Jon Jansen (season, Achilles), 
Arizona RB Marcel Shipp (8-12 weeks, broken 
leg) and WR Anquan Boldin (8-12 weeks, knee). 

’ Just asking: aren't all those off-season workouts 
supposed to prevent injuries? ... The newest fad 
in hot-weather camps: give players a meeting 
and two meals between practices ... The Ravens’ 
D-line is one of the NFL's smallest, averaging 
about 290 pounds, which gives 315-pound 
rookie Dwan Edwards a good chance to start 
this season ... Raiders chief Al Davis has always 
hated the shotgun. But he's letting Norv Turner 
try it; Rich Gannon is taking training-camp 
snaps five yards deep in a sawed-off version of 
the formation ... Watching 300-pound Tampa 
Bay DT Booger McFarland run with a receiver 
for 40 yards suggests Jon Gruden was right to 
let Warren Sapp go ... A new CBA coujd increase 
next year's salary cap $10M, to $90M, which 
would give the Colts a shot at keeping FA-to-be 
Edgerrin James ... Houston C Steve McKinney 
won't pull to lead block nearly as much as he did 
in 2003, an indication of the Texans’ faith in RB 
Domanick Davis ... Steelers LB Joey Porter 
found a way around Bill Cowher’s ban on motor 
scooters at hilly St. Vincent College. Porter got 
himself a customized golf cart. 


With Fields (58) > 
restored to good 
health, Super Bowl 
star Dan Morgan (far 
right) should be able 
to improve on his 
already sky-high 
tackle totals. 


(of=} Fyexio} 
FINAL BATTLE 
Manning vs. 
Warner (NY QB)? 
Jones vs. George 


(Boys RB)? Tynes 
vs. Andersen 

(KC K)? Preseason 
Week 3 is last 
round of position 
fights-until the 
first losing streak. 


GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 


Like all CBs, Deltha O'Neal loves the big 
play. But during the past couple of years 
in Denver, O'Neal's passion got out of 


hand. Big plays (9 INTs) earned him a 
2001 Pro Bowl trip, buthigger mistakes 
sent him to the Bengals this off-season. 
How bad did it get? Mike Shanahan got so 
fed up with O'Neal's repeated coverage 


ALL NEWS >> 
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blunders that after the CB was burned for 
a late TD by the Pats’ David Givens ina 
Week 9 loss, the coach switched O'Neal 
to WR. It was not a promotion. Says 
O'Neal: “It felt like every time | made a 
mistake, I'd be sent to the principal.” 

Or Cincinnati. Dying for secondary 
help (24th against the pass in 2003), 
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BACK IN BLUE 


CAMP IS A RELIEF FOR PANTHERS LB—AND CANCER SURVIVOR—MARK FIELDS 
BY LIAM McHUGH 


IF NO TEAM looks forward to training camp 
more than last season's runner-up, then no 
Panther is more pumped about two-a-days 
than LB Mark Fields. “I couldn't sleep,” Fields 
says. “I was up until 3 every night.” 

Last August, two weeks into training camp, 
Fields was found to have Hodgkin's disease. 
He quickly traded in tire drills for chemo ses- 
sions, worrying less about run-stuffing than 
about whether he'd ever play again. “Some- 
times when I told people I had\the C-word,” 
the 31-year-old Fields says, “they looked at 
me as though I were already in the grave.” 

Not John Fox. Instead, the Panthers’ coach 
made Fields a focal point of his team’s sea- 
son. He called the player often, invoked his 
name to inspire teammates and asked the 10- 
year vet to give a speech before the NFC title 
game against the Eagles. Fields, meanwhile, 
gained strength from being around the team. 
He worked out regularly, keeping his weight 
at 244 pounds even while undergoing chemo, 
and he stayed focused on his return to the 


Cincy swapped first-round slots with 
Denver this spring in exchange for O'Neal 
and a fourth-round pick. Looking to 
reprogram the five-year vet, Bengals 
D-coordinator Leslie Frazier broke down 
O'Neal's 2003 snaps and saw that a big 
problem was his gambling, specifically, 
biting too early. “Guys were running 


game. Says Fields, “You just don’t want 
your career to end like that.” 

Fields made the Pro Bowl with the Saints 
in 2000, helped the Rams reach the SB in 
001 and had 7.5 sacks as a Panther in 2002. 
But it’s the strongside "backer’s attitude 
that will make last season's eighth-ranked D 
even stronger. “He’s the funny guy of the 
group,” says MLB Dan Morgan. “We need his 
personality around. And on the field, we 
love having his playmaking back.” 

Morgan stands to benefit the most. The 
four-year vet is a tackling machine—he had 
25 stops in the Super Bowl—but he’s been 
fragile. He’s missed at least five games in 
each of his first three seasons. Fields’ speed 
will help Morgan cover the sideline. And his 
size will attract blockers who last year 
focused almost exclusively on Morgan. Fields, 
of course, can’t wait for the contact. “There 
were times when I took this life for granted,” 
he says. “Now I appreciate it all.” 

Even two-a-days. 


double routes on him,” Frazier says. 

“He made plays, but gave up some, too.” 
Now Frazier drills O'Neal on knowing 
when not to jump routes, and'on using 
his hands to press WRs at the line (the 
better to disrupt their timing). It’s all 
part of a simple message: play smart 
and big plays will happen. -DAW GALVIN 


Boys ask Quincy Carter for money back ... NFL okays Bettis casino investment ... Giants co-owner Tisch has inoperable brain tumor ... 
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KILLER CROSSOVER 


LIKE MANY OF his Chargers teammates, 
Antonio Gates was a college All-America. But 
San Diego’s on-the-rise TE, who burst out as 
a rookie last year (24 catches, 389 yards, 
2 TDs), never played a down of college 
football. He earned his props in hoops. 
Gates had a “One Shining Moment” cameo 
as the bruising junior forward in Kent State’s 
Cinderella run to the 2002 Elite Eight, then 
booked 20.6 points and 7.7 rebounds a game 
to earn honorable-mention All-America in 
2003. But at 6'4", 260 pounds, Gates was too 
short for the NBA; it was obvious from early 
on that his pro future lay in football. 
Obvious, that is, to most everyone but Gates. 
An all-stater in both sports as a Detroit 
prep, Gates originally enrolled at Michigan 
State, where then-Spartans football coach 
Nick Saban told him to pursue the game. He 
ignored Saban, and after transferring to Kent 
State, blew off similar advice from hoops 
coach Stan Heath. “If I had listened, I might 
have been a first-round pick,” Gates says. He 
finally got the message when NFL scouts 
shadowed him at hoops games as a senior, 
and he showed enough in private workouts 


BY ANDY LATACK 


to sign with San Diego as an FA last summer. 
Gates’ quick feet, ability to adjust to the 
ball and surprisingly smooth routes took him 
from the practice squad to starter by Week 5. 
He erupted with five catches and 117 yards 
in Week 15 against Green Bay and finished as 
the team’s third-leading receiver, a bright 
spot in a 4-12 season. This year, San Diego is 
counting on his soft hands to help QBs Drew 
Brees and Philip Rivers. And of course, to 
make those 5'10" DBs feel, well, boxed out. 


TRUST IN BILL 
Two Super Bowl rings 


go a long way. Any 


other coach cuts his 


favor of a 40-year- 
old backup and the 
knives come out. 
Tuna does it, and 
62% of SN fans 
think bumping 
Quincy for Vinny 


was a no-brainer. 


EDDIE BALLGAME 


BY EDDIE MATZ 


When it comes to fantasy football, the draft is 
overrated. Truth is, diligent (okay, obsessive) 
in-season waiver-wire work is more important. 
Especially if you’re stuck with the No. 12 pick. Of 
course, your wife doesn’t need to know that. So 
two weeks before your draft, when she sashays 
into the home office ‘round midnight wearing a 
new purple silk teddy and says, “Do you really 
need to spend five hours a night preparing for 
your drift,” respond with, “Absolutely, sweetheart. 
| can't win otherwise. By the way, it’s draft.” Then 
assure your lovely bride that no less than 20% of 
your formidable winnings will go toward a romantic 
postseason dinner. Now, about that drift ... 

QB Who needs Daunte? The drop-off from the 

No. 2 QB to No. 10 was 12% in 2003; it was 39% 
for RBs, 32% for WRs. Jake Plummer's fine. 

RB Grab Niners’ Kevan Barlow (5.1 ypc last season). 
This fall, he's the new Green. Ahman Green. 

TE The Holy Trinity (Gonzalez, Heap, Shockey) 
hype is wrong. Wait for Atlanta’s Alge Crumpler. 


i” WR Larry Fitzgerald. Sometimes, hype's right. 


GO DEEPER f= —Jer Paco 
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ay x | THEY'RE NOT SUPERSTARS, BUT THEY MAY HOLD THE KEYS TO THE POSTSEASON 
m Wee ON Y/Y / BY PETER GAMMONS 


‘ : f y DOWN THE STRETCH, it’s often the big hitter or the ace pitcher who hoists the team on his 
mara si iM 25 OF%. 0 ey” back: Carl Yastrzemski of the 67 Red Sox, Orel Hershiser of the "88 Dodgers. But sometimes 
“ the hero is totally unexpected. Remember Shane Spencer going .373/10/27 in 27 late-season 
games for the "98 Yankees? Keep an eye on these candidates for Mr. September. 


JOHN LACKEY, / 


Two years ago, this guy came out of the Pacific Coast League and won Game 7 of the Series. 
For Lackey, fear is not a factor; consistency is. But in July the 25-year-old RHP was throwing 
in the mid-90s, harder than at any other time in his career. And with Jarrod Washburn hurt and 
Aaron Sele in and out with a sore shoulder, Lackey needs to pitch like he did in July (4—1, 3.06, 
28:6 strikeout-to-walk ratio) to support Kelvim Escobar and Bartolo Colon. 


K KORNER 


BY TIM KURKJIAN 


Several players were recently overheard lament- 
ing St. Louis’ acquisition of Larry Walker. The 
gist of it: don't the Cardinals have enough 
already? Those players were Yankees ... Keep an 
eye on A's RHP Jairo Garcia, who had 91 K's in 
53 IPs at three minor league levels this season. 
The A's see him as their K-Rod. He may have to 
be their closer because Octavio Dotel isn’t the ’ 
answer ... Mets 3B David Wright is showing what 


DOUG MIENTKIEWICZ, | 

The Red Sox couldn't do the Nomar Garciaparra trade at the July 31 deadline without getting 
Mientkiewicz from the Twins. Boston's infield D was the league’s worst, while Mientkiewicz 
ranks among the game's best first basemen. Just as important, while his OPS was languishing 
below .700 into mid-August, he’s a doubles hitter who improves a lineup that doesn’t move run- 


impressed so many scouts in the minors. “He has 09/01 ners well. Fenway is a doubles park, not a home run park. It could be tailor-made for this guy. 
the best plate discipline I've seen in a long time CALL 'EM UP , 
for a kid that young," says one scout. “He sees The kids arrive to "| SHANNON SBEWART, Twins 
pitches and knows what they are right out of the mess up the club Last year he came over from Toronto in a July deal, carried Minnesota to the playoffs and fin- 
pitcher's hand” ... New 300-game winner Greg house and clog the t / ished fourth in AL MVP voting. He then spent much of the first half of 2004 on the DL with a right 
Maddux is headed for his 17th straight season of dugout. But in SD, ; j foot injury. Now healthy, Stewart is the key to the Twins’ offense as Minny makes a run ata third 
15 W's. The next longest streak among active. one rook, Freddy if straight division title. Though he do¢sn't steal much anymore, he’s still one of the game's few 
pitchers is four; by Tim Hudson and Mark Mulder Guzman (154 SBs zl legit leadoff men, a .380 OBP and .800 OPS guy who bars doubles and also drives in runs. 
... Interim Blue Jays manager John Gibbons the past two ; 

. May be too laid-back to help that team. Former years), could steal } 
Jays C Ernie Whitt is the early favorite to take mm the Padres’ hearts Paul DePodesta has taken a lot of heat for trading setup man Guillermo Mota. But the 6M has 


136 


faith in Jackson and Brazoban being able to get the ball to Eric Gagne. Jackson, who's been slowed 
by a forearm problem, needs to be healthy for the final month because he may ave to spot start. 
Brazoban, a 24-year-old flamethrower acquired from New York in the Kevin Brown deal, emerged 
in his brief stop at Triple-A Las Vegas by striking out 17 with only one walk in 12 IPs. 


over next season... Looks like ft wasn't all Jimy 
Williams’ fault in Houston, Under Phil Garner, 
the flatlining Astros are hitting .254, 10 points 
lower than under Williams ... Since learning to 
sink his fastball, RHP Ryan Drese (6-1, 3.23, 
since July 1) has taken over as Rangers ace. 
Good thing; because Kenny Rogers is fading 
fast (7.78 since July 1) ... Like Tony La Russa, 
Cards GM Walt Jocketty is in the final year of his 
contract. "Walt Jocketty,” says one former GM, 
“should never be in the final year of a contract.” 


ADAM EATON, Padres 

All season long, the Padres have been waiting for Eaton to be the top-of-the-rotation starter 
his stuff dictates he should be. But the 26-year-old RHP often falls in love with his curveball, 
or else makes rashes of mistakes. In a three-start August stretch; he allowed 19 runs and 
seven homers in 13/3 IPs. Yet because of his ability, the Pads hold out hope he'll finally 
emerge to help them sneak into the wild-card spot. 


i JACKSON, YHENCY BRAZOBAN, | 
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Before this season, if 


watcher or college like 


L. r a, , Er - 

Known Mal XK AO(Say. he Spent Nis Tifst Seven years if 
bad 

ine Digs rac} 


ng up outtield assists and not much coach, Augie Garrido He was the best pitcher in the 


attention. But Billy Beane saw something in him, so country, and ti est hitter in the country.” In the 1996 appressive approach and improved his balance at the 


in November, the A's GM. acquired Kotsay from San draft, Kotsay was selected ninth overall, one snot ahead e then, he's h 


Diego for ferrence Long and Ramon Hernandez of Eric Chavez, but he never Heveloped into a Star. Now, in addition to his Web Gems, Kotsay is becom: 
Kotsay won the Golden Spikes award in 1995 and led He arrived in Oakland with a three-year, $19:5M con: ing a regular on Touch ‘Em All 
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ALL NEWS }> Johnny Damon lobbies Fenway's official scorer to give him an E on dropped fly ball ... Bonds skips team photo, later says he hopes to retire as a Giant ... 
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IT’S ALL OVER FOR 
THE MARINERS. 
BUT FOR ICHIRO, 
THE HITS JUST 
KEEP ON COMING 


Maybe you haven't been paying much 
attention to the Mariners this season. They are, 
after all, the only team in their division that 
doesn’t have a shot at the playoffs, and if you 
live east of the Big Muddy, you have to go out of 
your way to find their box scores in the papers 
or go online. But if you skip over the M's, you 
may be missing out on history in the making. 
Namely, Ichiro Suzuki. 
For the second time in four years, Ichiro 
has his sights set on one of baseball's most 
* hallowed records: 257 hits in a season, set 
__ by George Sisler of the St. Louis Browns in 


1920. Ichiro finished with 242 hits three years 
ago, the highest total by any big leaguer since 
1930; this year, he had banked 182 hits 
through Aug.14, with 46 games remaining. 

Is getting 76 hits in 46 games out of the 
range of the possible? Not for someone who had 
amassed 84 hits in his previous 46 games. Or 

> someone who batted .500 (60-for-120) from 
July 17 to Aug. 12. No major leaguer had 
maintained a .500 average over so many 
at-bats since 1987, when it was done by, well, 
by Phillies OF Milt Thompson—not a great 
name, but still, 17 years’ ago. Before that, you 
go back to 1980, when George Brett (en route 
=e to a .390 average) batted .500 over 130 ABs. 
Ichiro is a throwback not just to hit masters 
such as Pete Rose, Wade Boggs and Tony Gwynn, 
but also to greats who played so long ago that 
their first names have been retired. (When was 
the last time you heard about someone naming a 


Steve Hirdt is 
executive vice 
president of the 


Elias Sports Bureau. 


kid “Napoleon” or “Honus”?) Already this sea- 
son, Ichiro has become the first to have a pair of 
50-hit months in a single season since Ducky 
Medwick of the 1936 Cardinals; in addition, he 
has smashed Paul Waner’s record of 840 hits in 


. the first four seasons—a record that dated to 


Herbert Hoover's first year in the White House. 

Even if No. 51 doesn’t supplant Sisler, he 
may become only the second player to collect 
900 hits over any four-year span; he needs only 
56 hits over Seattle's final 46 games to join 
Bill Terry of the New York Giants, who had 918 
from. 1929 to 1932. ns 

How will pitchers approach Ichiro if his pur- 
suit of Sister's record becomes news? While the 
Mariners’ playoff hopes are history, their last 26 
games will be played against teams currently 
within two games of a division lead or the wild- 
card berth. Will pitchers, knowing that Ichiro is 
pursuing a record for hits, try to get him to fish 
outside the strike zone? Will they exact payback 
for the Japanese pitchers who avoided throwing 
strikes to Tuffy Rhodes (2001) and Alex Cabrera 
(2002) when they threatened Sadaharu Oh's 
single-season home run record? 

Rest up for those late online box scores. @ 


Carl Pavano turns down role as The Bachelor ... Japanese players vote to strike to stop Pacific League contraction ... 


Commemorate ESPN's | 
The Season of the Fan! 


Fan ry 7 ONDA 
September 4, ZUG | 


to benefit’ ‘ 
The V Foundation for Cancer Research | 


| Ask your friends, company; organization or 


school to plan a spirited campaign. Here's | 
how it works: 
* Your organization invites members 
(employees/students/ etc.) to-donate a 
minimum of $5.00 to The V Foundation. | 
e This contribution earns the participant the | 
“privilege” to sport his or her favorite | 
teanrs apparel (hats, shirts, etc.) to work or | 


school on Show Your Spirit Day! | 


¢ Logon to www.jimmyv.org and click on | 


Show Your Spirit! to register your organiza- | 
tion. Complete the online registration 

form or download the form and follow the 
mailing/fax instructions. Individuals can 
participate too! 


Every fan can make a major difference 
in the fight against cancer! 


7 


ae,  -s Show 
iP a Your Spirit! 
| F 
THE MFOUNDATION 


ES for Cancer Research 


For more information, log on to 
www.jimmyv.org and click on Show Your Spirit, 
or call 1-800-4JimmyV. 
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WHO 2 WATCH 


B.J. UPTON, Devil Rays 

In mid-May, he got the call. B.J. Upton went to 
the Atlanta airport and waited for the plane that 
would take him-at age 19, less than two years 
out of high school—from Double-A Montgomery 
to the D-Rays. Then he got another call. GM 
Chuck LaMar told the shortstop he’d changed 
his mind. Instead of going to The Show, Upton 
was told to report to Triple-A Durham. 

“| decided that the worst thing we could do 
was to rush him,” LaMar says. Upton, the sec- 
ond pick in the 2002 draft, wasn’t happy, and he 
took out his frustration on International League 
pitchers, hitting .311 with 12 homers, 17 steals 
and a .411 OBP in 69 games. On Aug. 1, still three 
weeks before his 20th birthday, he got the call 
again. Now he's the youngest player in the 
majors, so young that in mid-August, Fenway 
Park security requested proof that he was a 
D-Ray before letting him enter the clubhouse. 

Growing up in Chesapeake, Va., B.J. (which 
stands for Bossman Junior; his given name is 
Melvin Emanuel) idolized Derek Jeter. Beyond 
playing short, Upton wore No. 2 as a prep and 
was a first-round pick out of high school. 
Unfortunately, he has one other thing in com- 
mon with Jeter: both have made 56 errors ina 
minor league season. Upton's D stopped LaMar 
from promoting him straight from Double-A. 
“The hard plays | usually don't have any prob- 
lems with,” says Upton. “It's the routine plays 
where | sometimes lose my concentration.” 

The 6'3", 180-pounder's athletic skills run 
in the family. His father, Manny, the original 
Bossman and a Royals scout, was a college 
baseball and football star. His little brother, 
Justin, also a shortstop, could be the top pick in 
the 2005 draft. B.J. has wheels, bat speed and 
a rocket arm, but he struggles with popups 
and needs to improve his footwork, especially 
around the bag on double plays. Some scouts 
think he'll have to switch positions, to third base 
or the outfield. Not LaMar: “Long-term, there's 
no question we think he is going to be an out- 
standing major league shortstop.” 

For now, one thing's certain: no one has been 
able to keep Upton down. -M.M. 


Melvin's attention » 
to detail has helped 
transform the 
Brewers into a team 
nobody likes to face. 
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MAN WITH THE PLAN 


GM DOUG MELVIN IS BREWING A CONTENDER IN MILWAUKEE 


BY TIM KURKJIAN® 


AS HIS TEAMMATES slept, drank or played 
cards on bush league bus rides back in the 
1970s, a struggling righthander named Doug 
Melvin buried his head in newspapers and 
baseball magazines. “What do you got today, 
Scoop?” teammate Buck Showalter would 
ask. “I'd tell Buck, ‘Tom Bajung just got sent 
to Pawtucket’” Melvin smiles and says, “I 
was interested in where players were going. I 
knew the transactions from all the leagues.” 

Thirty years later, that struggling 
righthander is the Brewers’ general manager. 
The Chatham, Ontario, native spent six 
seasons in the Pirates and Yankees systems, 
getting as far as Double-A, but never made 
the majors. “I was a long shot,” says Melvin, 
52. “I think that’s why I have a soft spot for 
long shots.” The quality comes in handy 
when you're trying to field a respectable 
team on a $27.5M payroll. Since joining the 
Brewers in 2002, Melvin has plucked CF Scott 
Podsednik off waivers and signed All-Star 
closer Danny Kolb and starters Victor Santos 


and Doug Davis as minor league free agents. 
Intensive fact-gathering has always been 
one of Melvin’s strengths. He once ordered a 
set of Cuban National Team baseball cards 
just to collect information on the players. 
When a writer later described a lefthander 
he'd seen during a trip to Cuba, Melvin 
immediately said, “Oh, Euclides Rojas.” 
Melvin first put his research skills into 
professional practice with the Yankees. As a 
batting practice pitcher and advance scout, 
his first job after his playing career ended in 
1979, he charted games and batter-pitcher 
matchups. “When a guy was recalled from 
Triple-A and none of the coaches knew who 
he was,” Melvin says, “I'd research him and 
tell them what he could and couldn't do.” 
»But Melvin isn’t just a small-moves guy. He 
was the Rangers’ GM when they signed Alex 
Rodriguez to a 10-year contract for $252M. 
Melvin had suggested they pay A-Rod 
$18M-$20M per season and invest the rest 
in pitching. Owner Tom Hicks didn't listen, 
and the team finished last two straight sea- 
sons. Naturally, Hicks fired Melvin. 
Last winter, he traded his best player, 
Richie Sexson, to Arizona for six D-Backs, 


_ including 1B Lyle Overbay, SS Craig Courisell 


and LHP Chris Capuano, all of whom were 
instrumental in keeping Milwaukee in the 
wild-card race for 100 games. Now, though 
the Brewers have fallen back, they have a 
foundation, a burgeoning farm system, a 
respected manager in Ned Yost and some- 
thing they haven't had in years: a future. 

That's partly because Melvin hasn't forgot- 
ten his past. He reads several papers a day, 
works the Internet for info and still knows 
the transactions from all the leagues. 

“The difference is, I have more people to 
talk to,” he says. “Thirty years ago on the 
bus, the only one who listened was Buck.” 


INSIDE THE NUMBERS 


110 


Think the Big Unit wants another crack at that 
trade decision? The D-Backs are on pace to 
become the first NL team since the 1969 expan- 
sion Expos and Padres to lose 110 games in a 
season. From June 20 to Aug. 14, they went 
8-42, the worst 50-game NL stretch since the 
1961 Phillies. Down the stretch, they play 21 
games against the Dodgers, Giants, Cards and 
Padres, Colangelo and Brenly are the lucky ones. 


ALL NEWS +> Royals demote 2003 ROY Angel Berroa (.295 OBP) to Double-A ... U.S. Women’s Soccer team trades Red Sox headgear for Cubs caps ... 
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. He’s fierce. 
He’s unstoppable. 
. He’s real. 


es en The art of Entertainment... 
: aetv.com 
____ The chase hegins 

Tuesday, August 31st at 10pm/9c 


140 


INSIDE LINE 


FedEx wants a veteran driver behind the wheel 
of Joe Gibbs Racing's third Cup entry in 2005, 
but the coach is pushing one of his young bucks. 
Sprint car ace J.J. Yeley, 27, is currently 
running an ARCA-Busch-Cup developmental 
schedule for JGR ... NASCAR's decision to race 
in Mexico City on March 6, 2005, has Busch 
Series teams rolling pennies. Says one owner: “'! 
can barely afford to get to Vegas! We're talking 
about an 18-wheeler of equipment and 15 guys 
doing international travel. A voluntary exhibition 
would have been fine, but a points-paying 
event?" ... Underfunded Jeff Burton finally 
landed a sponsor, but with another team. Burton 
takes over the No. 30 AOL Chevy for owner 
Richard Childress Aug. 22 at Michigan. Truck 
Series ace Car! Edwards replaces Burton in 
Jack Roush's 99 Ford, but will still race full-time 
for the Truck title. Burton hasn't won since 

Oct. 28, 2001, at Phoenix ... The 16-race, 2005 
IRL schedule includes the first road races of the 
series’ nine-year history, with Sonoma, Calif., 
and Watkins Glen, N.Y., added to the schedule. 
It's no coincidence that those are the same 
tracks run by the Cup boys, as the IRL continues 
trying to win over stock car fans ... Fi phenom 
Jenson Button (third in the standings) says he 
will return to Williams-BMW in 2005. Not so, 
says current employer BAR-Honda, which 
claims to have picked up a one-year option on 
Button. “Obviously, this is quite ridiculous,” 
says BAR team boss David Richards. “We 
will challenge it” ... Don Schumacher Racing 
will unveil a third NHRA Funny Car team in 
time for the SOth U.S. Nationals Sept. 1-6, 
with the driver TBA. Says Schumacher, who 
already fields six NHRA teams: “I'm not trying 
to take over drag racing, but if | don't take these 
opportunities, someone else will” ... NHRA 

drag racing could be doomed at Raceway Park 


in Englishtown, N.J. The track, built 39 years + 


ago in isolated woodlands, now has 25,000 
neighbors within three miles, and many are 
lobbying for noise restrictions. If a bill goes to 
vote this fall, Jersey race fans may have to say 
“fuhgedaboutit” to top-level racing. -D.D.M. 
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BACK MARKERS 
Nextel Cup runs 
circles in Bristol at 
Sharpie 500 
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CHASE SCENE 


NEXTEL CUP’S TOP FIVE LOOK SOLID, BUT THE NEXT FIVE ARE ANYONE'S GUESS 
BY DAVID D. McCALL 


THE SEPT. 11 CUTOFF for NASCAR's “Chase for the Cup” is approaching faster than a Tony 
Stewart meltdown. With a comfy cushion, the top five in Nextel Cup points refuse to use their 
rearview mirror. Why? It's getting ugly back there. Four races remain, and no fewer than 10 
teams are in the hunt to fill spots six through 10. We take a look at who's moving ahead, 


who's sliding back and who's holding on for dear life. 


KURT BUSCH, SEVENTH (2,754 POINTS) 
Busch is a classic closer. In late 2002, he catapulted 
from 11th to third in points over seven weeks, the steep- 
est late-season climb in Cup history. Expect him to 
lock up a transfer spot at Bristol on Aug. 28, where he's 
riding a three-race Thunder Valley win streak. 


POWER LOCK 
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o ELLIOTT SADLER, sIxTH (2,792) 
Sadlay has resided in the top 10 all year, thanks in part 
to a win at Texas way back on April 4. It'll be go or blow 
for Sadler and teammate Dale Jarrett (14th), their hopes 


resting squarely on Robert Yates Racing horsepower at 
the muscle tracks of Michigan and Cali. 


FUZZY DICE 


Be 


MARK MARTIN, 13th (2,584) 

Like standings neighbor Jamie McMurray (15th), Martin 
would already be inside the top 10 if not for recurring 
engine woes. The four-time Cup bridesmaid owns trophies 
from all four remaining scheduled stops, the best résumé 
of the elimination hopefuls. 
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KASEY KAHNE, 1th (2,632) 

With three near-wins already in the books, the 24-year- 
old will go for broke, just as he has all season. But if he 
enters Richmond sitting 10th, the vets will play Ping-Pong 
with the rookie’s ride, and boss Ray Evernham may focus 
on Kahne's teammate Jeremy Mayfield (10th). 


ON THE BINDERS 


KEVIN HARVICK, EIGHTH (2,717) 
Harvick has been 10th five times since Memorial Day 
weekend, stuck on a points roller coaster with Ryan 
Newman (12th) and Bobby Labonte (ninth). Defusing his 
patented temper at Bristol and Richmond could be the dif- 
ference between contention and detention. 


WILD CARD 


ALL NEWS >> Michael Schumacher breaks own single-season mark with 12 F1 wins ... Jeff Gordon apologizes for ignoring victory lane; NASCAR accepts .. 
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( |) THE AWARD-WINNING FORD F-150 WANTS 
YOU TO BE A WINNER TOO. 


2004 MOTOR TREND® 
TRUCK OF THE YEAR 


After winning over 30 awards, including 2004 Motor Trend® Truck of the Year, 
we’re now offering you a chance to win. Win a trip to the Banquet 400 at Kansas 
Speedway and even the Official Truck of NASCAR; the limited-edition F-150. 

All you have to do is sign up for the Built Ford Tough Chase for the NASCAR® NEXTEL® Cup Challenge at 


 fordvehicles.com/chase. Then tune in to the race on NBC, September 5S. You may be called to identify the 
Built Ford Tough Moment of the Race. Do so correctly and your driveway could turn into a winner’s circle. 


The Chase Ends Here. Tune in to the Ford Championship Weekend at 


; Homestead Miami Speedway November 19-21 on NBC:and Speed Channel. 
S For tickets, call 1-866-409-RACE. 
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Log on to fordvehicles.com/chase to sign up 
for your chance ro win. a ee 


CHASE FOR THE NASCAR NEXTEL 
CUP CHALLENGE 


- 
No Purchase necessary. Contest Open to U.S. citizens residing in the United States who are licensed drivers age 18 or older as of 7/6/04. Void where prohibited, Complete rules available at 
fordvehicles.com/chase. NASCAR® is a registered trademark of the National Association for Stack Car Auto Racing, Inc. The NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series marks and the Chase for the NASCAR 
NEXTEL Cup Challenge marks are used with permission by NASCAR, Inc. and NEXTEL Communications, Inc. 
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1E WORLD CUP OFFERS THE BEST HOCK 


BY E.J. HRADEK AND LINDSAY BERRA 


IT'S JUST NOT true that the NHL and its players association can’t agree on anything. “We've 
been in lockstep on every issue,” says NHL VP Bill Daly. Adds NHLPA senior director Ted Saskin, 
“It's been a very cooperative venture.” Sadly, the excellent adventure Bill and Ted are talking 
about isn’t the 2004-05 season. It’s getting the 2004 World Cup started on schedule. 


Well, that’s something. 
The eight-nation showdown opens with a match between the Czech Republic and Finland 


WORLDS APART on Aug. 30 in Helsinki and concludes with the championship game at Toronto's Air Canada 


Centre on Sept. 14. That, of course, is less than half a day before the expiration of the NHL's 
collective bargaining agreement. Players will take the ice that night not knowing whether 


The top ticket for the World Cup final at Toronto's Air Canada 
Centre costs $2,371. But it's possible for fans across the 
pond to enjoy the experience for a lot less. 


SAZKA ARENA, PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC 
Hops-loving fans will go home happy in this 17,000- 
seat building. The crew from the Staropramen 
brewery can pour 1,000 pints per minute through 
Sazka's 2.5 miles of beer pipes. Imagine, a round 


for the house in just 17 minutes! 
CHEAPEST SEAT $19 PRICIEST SEAT $31 C= 


” This rink was carved out of a cliff, 

and you can actually see the burn 
marks from where they dynamited the 
walls, There's also a sauna from which 
fans can watch the game through two- 
way glass, and a practice rink that's 
just a short elevator ride below the main sheet of ice. 
CHEAPEST SEAT $86 PRICIEST SEAT $122 


GLOBE ARENA, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 


i 


At 279 feet, it's the tallest spherical building in the world. Need When Team USA won the World Cup in ‘96, it was an upset. If it wins in ‘04, you can call it a miracle. 
a frame of reference? The globe at EPCOT Center stands just 

180 feet high. Ironically it's the second-smallest venue in the they'll be reporting to NHL camps, to Euro league teams—or just going home. Says Team 
tourney, but every one of its 13,850 Seats has a perfect view. Canada (and Leafs) coach Pat Quinn: “It'will definitely be a distraction.” 

CHEAPEST SEAT $39 PRICIEST SEAT $132 And then some. But while hockey struggles through its midlife crisis, the sport's cradle 
Pe See pe ee ag sip pe eee egg Be kerr is the prohibitive favorite to win its newest prize. Team Canada has a treasure chest of goal- 
COLOGNE ARENA, COLOGNE, GERMANY tending, a ridiculously deep roster—Vinny Lecavalier is the fourth-line center?—and a bet- 
With 18,500 seats, this is the largest indoor arena in Europe. An ter-than-usual home advantage. The squad would have to finish last in its pool to be 
all-glass fagade is topped with a 250-foot arch resembling the forced to leave the comfortable surroundings of Montreal or Toronto, where players will 
one in St. Louis, but this icehouse has the feel of a soccer sta- enjoy not only home cooking and fans, but a greater-familiarity with the NHUs smaller- 
dium: raucous fans can sit in bleachers behind Germany's goal. than-Europe’s ice surface. 

CHEAPEST SEAT $29 PRICIEST SEAT $92 It figures to be quite a show. Good thing: the memories may have to last for a while. 


| SAS GANADA 


| 
i A rematch of the 2002 Olympic gold-medal gam 
| Islanders & Rick DiPietro, 22, gets the A | 
| | 
| 


ies aE S left), which stands 
robably not. What should scare them 
aky goaltending duo. 


| facing Jarome Iginla, Martin St. Louis and Super 
Mario. Lucky kid. 


ALL NEWS ++?  Zdeno Chara signs two-year deal with Sens ... Coyotes sign Brett Hull, unretire Dad's No. 9 for him ... Battle of the Hockey Gladiators put on ice ... 
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The Great One knows greatness. That's 
why Team Canada’s boss is bringing back 
Jarome Iginia and 10 other players from 
his 2002 Salt Lake City gold medal team. 
Gretzky also added proven winners (and hot 
wheels) in the Stanley Cup trio of Martin St. Louis, Brad 
Richards and Vincent Lecavalier. No team has more depth 
and talent in goal, with Roberto Luongo, Martin Brodeur and 
Jose Theodore. The D is equal parts slick (Scott Niedermayer 
and Chris Pronger) and snarl (Ed Jovanovski and Adam 
Foote). Coach Quinn will snarl too, T 
when he's forced to scratch three of 
his 15 star forwards. 


a 


You know what they say about old dogs. 
Well, these Americans are old enough 
to have invented all the tricks: 18 of 26 
are over 30. “We wanted their experi- 
ence,” says GM Larry Pleau. He got it. Chris 
Chelios (42) and Aaron Miller (33) will QB the D in front of 
the net, while Brian Leetch (36) and Brian Rafalski (30) 
handle transitions to finishers Mike Modano (34), Tony 
Amonte (34) and Brett Hull (40). Goalies Robert Esche (26) 
and Rick DiPietro (22) represent the PRaREs 
nod to youth. Pleau just hopes his F 
geezers won't nod off. : 


This roster reads like an All-World lineup, 
% with one glaring exception: the hole in 

goal. Tommy Salo is capable, but his 2002 
Olympic blunder handed tiny Belarus an 
upset win, which still rankles his countrymen. 
Fortunately for Tommy, Sweden’s 0, which boasts three NHL 
captains (Daniel Alfredsson, Mats Sundin and Markus 
Naslund) and a slacker named Forsberg, scored a combined 
263 NHL goals, one more than Ottawa’s NHL-leading 262. And 
you won't find any “chicken Swedes” on the blue line. (Just try 


the “chicken” line out on bangers Mattias 
Norstrom and Marcus Ragnarsson.) Salo 
should sleep easy. Other teams, not so much. 


JaromirsJagr’s crew hopes to duplicate 
its top finish in the 1998 Olympics. 
Don’t count on it. Yes, Milan Hejduk, 
Patrik Elias and Petr Sykora pack some 
real scoring punch, but the late (and unex- 
plained) withdrawal of Robert Lang leaves a huge void on 
offense. Sniper-killing blueliner Pavel Kubina will be MIA 
as well (postconcussion syndrome), but the D will be inthe 
capable hands of Roman Hamrlik and O-minded Marek 
Zidlicky. Tomas Vokoun had a breakout year in goal, but 


backup Roman Cechmanek had a break- . 
down: last season, his GAA jumped from 
1.83 to 2.51. 


British Columbia court to hear Todd Bertuzzi’s assault plea Aug. 26 ... 


At the 1998 Olympics, the Czechs rode a 
hot goalie named Dominik Hasek to a 
shocking gald finish. Six years later, the 
Finns will try to pull off the same feat 
behind Miikka Kiprusoff. Don’t bet against 
him. “If he plays like he did in Calgary, they'll be tough,” 
says one NHL scout. Kiprusoff will work behind a steady 
group of defensemen, including underrated Kimmo 
Timonen and veteran Teppo Numminen. If their vanilla 
offensive unit—ted by Saku Koivu and € Olli Jokinen—ean 


generate some goals, the Finns really 
could shock the world. 


With Nikolai Khabibulin staying home and 
Evgeni Nabokov sidelined by knee surgery, 
J the Russians bring untested and little- 
known goalies Ilya Bryzgalov (AHL) and 
Maxim Sokolov (Russian League) to the World 
Cup. K chortu! Trust us, it doesn’t mean “Oh, joy.” What it 
means is that Russia’s wonderfully talented group of for- 
wards—Pavel Datsyuk, llya Kovalchuk, Alexei Kovalev, 
Sergei Samsonov and top prospect Alexander Ovechkin— 
have two options. They can fire away at every opportunity in 


the hopes of simply overwhelming their 
opponents. Or they can beg Khabibulin to 
reconsider. Frankly, we'd pick Option 2. 


Under the direction of GM Peter Stastny, 
the Slovaks have become a legit threat. 
They won the IIHF 2002 world champi- 
¥7 onships, and won't have a problem creating 
offense this time around with forwards like 
Marian Hossa, Marian Gaborik, Pavol Demitra, Ziggy Palffy 
and Richard Zednik leading the attack. On the blue line, 
super-size Norris Trophy runner-up Zdena Chara towers 
over an otherwise average unit. To challenge for the title, 


though, Slovakia will need Jan Lasak to 
replicate his golden goaltending perfor- 
mance from two years ago. 


x Playing behind the defenseless Capitals,, 
Sy y) | veteran G Olaf Kolzig knows what it’s 
5 i y Va | like to be the target in a shooting gallery. 

ww ‘ hs He'll need to draw on that experience as 
~ he backstops the underdog Germans, who'll 
have 19 non-NHLers on their roster. But there is at least 
one bit of good news for Kolzig: the Germans will play a 
very defensive style, which should slow play and keep 


shot totals down. Still, this team’s most recognizable 
skater is San Jose’s Marco Sturm, a no-more-than- 


serviceable NHL forward. It’s doubtful 
Marco and his 'mates can slow things 
down enough to sneak into the finals. 


Dany Heatley's arraignment in Atlanta set for Sept. 16 ... 
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$1,000,000 


aT LEWGE 
presented hy 


ANWTI-PERSPIRAWT 


WHO'S #1? YOU PICK! 


STEP I> 
| ote Mots jy co) 
ESPN.com/Degree 


STEP 27 
Match your picks 
against our experts’ 


STEP 3: 
Tune-in and watch 
"Who's #1?" Tuesdays 
on ESPN and see 
if youre a winner! 


LOG ON TO 


FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 
A MILLION DOLLARS 


& OTHER WEEKLY CASH PRIZES! 
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inthe Clutch =a 


WO PURCHASE NECESSARY. OPEN TO U.S RESIDENTS. MUST BE 18 
YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO\ENTER, CONTEST/STARTS JULY 28, 2004 
AND ENDS SEPTEMBER 7 2004. VOID WHERE PROHE 
LOGON TO FOR THE OFFICIAL RULES 
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OUTOOOR LIFE NETWORK'S 
RATINGS FOR TOUR DE FRANCE 
INCREASE 24% FROM LAST YEAR 


The poor Pirates > 
could stay down in 
the dumps if rich 
ball clubs pour 
revenue into new 


Kentucky's Three Chimneys Farm, new home of 
Smarty Jones, sold out shares in the retired 
thoroughbred just days after putting them up 


stadiums. 
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for sale. Investors paid $650,000 apiece for the 
shares, which together represent one-third own- 
ership of the stallion. That puts Smarty's total 
value at $39M... The NFL, which started mailing 
its 40-page NFLShop catalog last month, 
expects to sell $60M worth of merchandise 
through the catalog and its website, up 25% 
from 2003 ... Cablevision yanked Fox Sports 
New York and the MSG Network from Time 
Warner cable systems on Aug. 1, leaving 

2.4 million customers without cable telecasts 
of Mets games—and later this year, Knicks, 
Devils, Islanders and Rangers games, too. The 


media giants are fighting over subscriber fees, 
but Time Warner will win. Cablevision’s prime- 
time ratings have fallen dramatically since the 
Yankees left MSG to form their own network, 
the Mets just bought back their TV rights to get 
out of their Cablevision deal, and there may not 
be an NHL season at all ... When the PGA moved 
thé Buick Championship to the last week of 
August, it looked like a declaration of war on 
the WTA, which holds its Pilot Pen tourney at 
the same time in New Haven, half an hour's 
drive from the Buick in Cromwell, Conn. But 
rather than fight for the same audience, the 
tours have decided to share it: they're offering 
33% off to anyone who buys tix to the finals of 
both events, set for Aug. 28 and 29... The 
Sydney Morning Herald reports that the gov- 
ernment of New South Wales is paying $33M a 
year to maintain unused buildings built for the 
2000 Olympics. Just a guess, but the ongoing 


bills for Athens will dwarf that total. -P.K. 


FANTASIZING 


“This is what | play 
for,” says Peyton 
Manning as he lifts a 
tiny trophy. Yes, the 
first NFL ads to target 
fantasy football play- 
ers are here, as the 
league tries to build 
on fantasy’s strength. 
Research shows the 
average fantasy 
hound has been play- 
ing six years, invests 
nearly three hours a 


) week in his team and 


watches two to three 
more hours per week 
of NFL games than, 
um, normal folks. 
Fantasists also 
account for much of 
the NFL's Internet pop- 
ularity: almost half of 
all visits to NFL.com 
and team sites are 
fantasy-related. 
More, of course, for 
Chargers fans. -P.K. 


THROWN FOR A LOOPHOLE 


MLB'S REVENUE-SHARING RULES HIDE A CONSTRUCTION WINDFALL FOR RICH TEAMS 
BY PETER KEATING 


FROM LAST YEAR'S Marlins to this season's 
Padres, winning baseball teams have been 
popping up in the unlikeliest of places, and 
Bud Selig knows just who to thank for the 
excitement: himself. “This is one of the mos? 
competitive years and satisfying seasons 
ever,” the commish said earlier this year. “It 
will prove that everything we've done during 
the last decade has turned out to be right 
and helped the sport.” 

But the revenue-sharing ‘system MLB set 
up two years ago, which Selig credits for cur- 
ing baseball's economic ills, could wind up 
helping the rich get richer, thanks to a loop- 
hole in baseball's labor deal big enough for 
The Boss to drive a bulldozer through. 

MLB's collective bargaining agreement 
calls for all teams to share a chunk of their 
“net local revenues”—mostly gate receipts 
and local TV money—which is supposed 
to result in wealthy clubs doling out cash 
to poorer ones. But before they start 
sharing revenue, franchises can subtract 
“actual stadium expenses,” which allows 
for construction costs. 

On the surface, the rule makes sense. When 
the CBA was signed in 2002, taxpayer money 
that financed the 1990s stadium boom. for 
teams in Baltimore, Colorado and Seattle 
was getting harder to come by. Teams like the 
Cards, Red Sox and Yanks were getting no-hit 
by local governments when they reached for 
heavily subsidized Coors Field-style ballparks. 
That meant missing out on potentially fat 
revenues from new luxury suites, club seats 
and expanded concession areas. 

In that climate, a break on expenses from 
MLB for stadium upgrades looked reasonable. 


But looks can deceive. Big-revenue clubs, by 
choosing to pour money into their homes, 
would have to share less money with their 
smaller brethren. Not surprisingly, two of 
MLB's most dominant franchises have set in 
motion plans to spend their own money on 
new stadiums. This year, the Cards broke 
ground on a $388M ballpark; the team will 
cover more than two-thirds of the cost. And 
George Steinbrenner says he's willing to pay 
$700M for a new Yankee Stadium across the 
street in the Bronx, provided the state and 
city fund infrastructure improvements. If the 
plan goes through, that’s $700M that MLB 
can’t tap into to fund teams like the D-Rays 
and Brewers. No wonder George is so willing. 

In the last decade, needy small-market 
teams convinced cities like Cincinnati, 
Milwaukee and Pittsburgh that they couldn't 
compete with big-market teams without new 
taxpayer-funded parks. Then they persuaded 
other owners of the need for yevenue sharing. 

Now, a new stadium boom may be coming, 
financed mostly privately by the wealthiest 
clxbs, who've found that the revenue-sharing 
tules can help give them parks the govern- 
ments wouldn't. Owners always want to spend 
someone else's money first, but if they can't, 
and if they're going to lose their cash anyway, 
they might as well put it into their own ball- 
parks, That's great if you're a fan of, say, the 
Mets or Dodgers, much less so if your club re- 
lies on revenue sharing to re-sign free agents. 

“We're strong in our media market and 
have a record of good attendance,” says 
Cardinals president Mark Lamping. “So we 
felt we could do this.” Under MLB's system of 
“sharing,” they'd be foolish not to. 


ALL NEWS +> Busch buys naming rights to new Cardinals stadium ... Mexican soccer franchise wants to buy MLS Earthquakes and move them to Texas ... 
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The ESPN GamePlan College Foothall pay-per-view package is your season ticket to the best 
in college foothall. Featuring the teams, conferences and 150 games you wont want to mi 


BIGTEN | PAC-10 | ACC | SEC | BIGXI! | BIGEAST | MOUNTAINWEST | CONFERENCE USA 


ORDER NOW 


CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE COMPANY at 1-877-ONLYCABLE y DIRECTV at 1-800-DIRECTV y DISH NETWORK ar 1-800-333-DISH 


ESrie = 
PAY-PER-VIEW 
Games telecast locally may also be included in ESPN GamePlan. Games subject to local blackout. Subscriptions subject to applicable sales tax. Commercial locations require an appropriate license agreement. 
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A MACHO ATTITUDE IS TOTALLY 
TO MY ADVANTAGE. 


DP: Are you nervous about being in Athens? 
JF: This has beena lifelong dream, so I'm too focused to worry about security. 
DP: Good attitude. So who is your main competition? 
JF: | guess Japan and Australia. But we lost three games in 2000, 

to Australia, Japan and China, and then came back to win the gold. 
Cl this time. 


DP: Give me the major league pitcher who parallels you most. 
JF: The best compliment I've gotten was being compared 

to pane: Johnson. We're both hard-throwing. 
DP: Yeah, but t/ e Big Unit is not as good-looking. 
JF: That's okay, he'sa Stud on the mound. 
DP: Is it easier to strike out a guy than it is a girl? 
JF: Definitely. A macho attitude is totally to my advantage. Guys try to hit it 400 feet 


ous of the park, but in softball you have to use a short, See ‘cindy 


ti 


~ , swir ania ae antiite 
big, nuge s ings eque DIG 


DP: If you could follow one music act on tour, who would it be? 
DP:' Do you say stupid things too, Jennie? CS 
JF: Sometimes, but | don't go to that extreme. ‘ 


DP: There's a Bible verse you say with every pitch, right? 

JF: It's Philippians 4:13. “I can do all things through Christ who gives 
me strength.” It helps me focus on that aa God is amazing. 

DP: What did you think of The P aS 

JF: intense. | was like, -wow, He did that for us? 

DP: Upsetting? 

JF: | wasn’t upset at all, no. | mean, that's how it was. 


DP: You've got a couple of dogs, right? 
uF: «Prada is a miniature Yorkie. My t I00G 
is Hershe @Y. We sold his sister, Kisses: 

DP: Can they fit in your purse? 

JF: Prada can. I'm el a feta 2 dog fan. They shed and they're hairy and they stink. 
But you can SPFay perfUuUMe onlittle dogs, and wash them every day. 
DP: I'm sure you and your teammates are all sweaty and ripe after a game, though. 


uF: we GliSteN, we don't sweat. 


DP: Anyone ever charge you on the mound? 

JF: In softball, there's no reason to. We dort t the anyone intentionally. 
Plus, | don’ t think we'd be good ‘ 

DP: You should start something in the Olympics. 
Show them you mean business. 

JF: Okay! 


'O THE DAN PATRICK SHOW ON ESPN RADIO (MONDAY-FRIDAY 1-4 PM ET) AND SEE HIM ON SPORTSCENTER (MONDAY - FRIDAY 6 PM ET) 
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"Mr. Tiger Woods 
invites You to take 
Your best shot. 


Wen: Anytime 
Were: Anyplace 


Sélect.an entree: 


Take on your rivals in Tiger Woods PGA TOUR® 2004 


Take your best shot. Take on your friends and enemies online at N-Gage™ Arena, 
with downloadable courses and rankings. See how you measure up. Wireless 
multiplayer gaming on the new N-Gage™ QD and N-Gage™ game decks. 


n-gage.com/qd NOKIA 
= anyone 
Game =SGAMES Buy.com cingular B=AtsT Wireless CHRENAL>> sroin came- om guna 


wineiess 
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HELLO. CEREAL 


Hello world. Hello freedom. Hello my own roof with 
my own rules, Hello doing the dishes whenever. 
And music ’til all hours. Hello State Farm agent. 
The same one who was there when I started driving. 
Helping me now with things I never thought about 
before. Like buying a car and making investments. 
Hello adventure. Hello life. } 

What more can your State Farm agent do for you? 


Call today or visit statefarm.com” 


STATE FARM 


LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR 


STATE FARM IS THERE: 


m INSURANCE 


tee Providing Insurance and Financial Services / a 


Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice: State Farm ¢ Home Offices: Bloomington, IL 
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MORE I TRAIN, 
HARDER I GET. 


HARDER I GET, 
MORE LETHAL I AM. 


MORE LETHAL I AM, 
FEWER THE OPPONENTS. 


FEWER THE OPPONENTS, 
LESS TO eas 

LESS a = comer 
MORE I LET UP. 


MORE I LET UP, 
MORE ROOM FOR MISTAKES. 


MORE ROOM FOR MISTAKES, 
MORE I TRAIN. 
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Control freaks, rejoice. 


The first seamless integration of iPod and automobile. 
Connect with your music like never before. With the 
optional installation of an integrated adapter developed 
a BMW and pale ssaew available for the BMW 83 Series, X3, X5, Z4 and M38— you 
can control your iPod through the vehicle’s audio system and multi-function steering 
wheel. Which means no loss of power. No loss of sound quality. And no loss of control. 


>. The BMW name and logo are r 
X5 and M3 rr 


3 Series, X5 and | 
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CD changer 


UA 


iPodYourBMW.com a 


PPI 


BMW iPod Adapter 
ipodyourbmw.com The Ultimate 
1-800-334-4BMW Driving Machine 
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THE RED GOLD RUSH 
Chris Aire’s jewelry is 
changing the color of 
looking money. Just 


ask Jermaine O'Neal, 
Mike Vick, Allen 
Iverson 


THEIR FINEST HOUR 
Some top NBA draft 
picks reveal the watch 
they wore when they 
made it to the big time. 
GIFT, RAPTOR? 

Vince Carter cordially 
requests your pre 
sents—your wedding 
presents. 


12 WHO YOU CALLIN’ 
A DIRTBAG? 
Beyond Nimrod 
Nation, these teams 
have the funniest 
nicknames, and their 


colors fit to a tee. a ine 
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no ik ACK WHITE: Shaun robks out. 18 
Curt Schilling “Fi ‘ A FEATURES 
and his amazing 


Technicolor 
dream car, 


14 THE UNNATURALS 
Jim Thome scouts 
celebrities who throw 
out first pitches. Hey, 
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Welcome to the White House 
Shaun White puts his own McTwist on the 
family barbecue. 


BY HEATHER CALDWELL 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEPHEN ZEIGLER 


Dick Cheney, he’s 24 You Da Mansion! 
taking you yard. What John Daly drives for show—a 
million-dollar RV. 
LAST LICKS BY ANDREW GOLDMAN 
PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK HEITHOFF 
40 GENTLEMEN, START : 
YOUR ENGINES 26 Caution: Wahine Crossing 
At the Pepsi 400, Surfing golden girl Holly Beck is clearly 
these fans added enjoying her ride. 
some va-va-vroom. BY SUSANNAH GORA 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANETTE AURELL 
NAOMI HARRIS 
30 Roy Meets Girl. Roy Gets Girl. 
COVER: Roy Williams Think Bill Parcells is tough to please? 
and Kelly Rowland ‘ 
ohekeveapled by Bree Try wooing Kelly Rowland. Cowboys safety 
Duffy; fashion styling Roy Williams goes deep on football, fame 
by Angela Arambulo; and his “cousin” LeBron. 
hair by Tish Celes BY BEN CRAMER 
Scie cetewtee PHOTOGRAPHS BY BRYCE DUFFY 
by Andrea Richter for 
Dionperonneau.com; 
Williams’ white cotton 36 Back... Back... Backstage at the ESPYs 


shirt by Armani 
Collezioni, white cotton 
T-shirt by Hanes; 


Jackie Rogers 


Where else could Serena meet Tom 
(Cruise or Brady), TO find KG, or Peyton 
hang with Payton? 


BY ANDY AND BRIAN KAMENETZKY 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ELIZABETH LIPPMAN 


TIGER WOODS AND HIS KIRIUM FORMULA 1 CHRONOGRAPH 


SWISS AVANT-GARDE SINCE 


1860 
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The Red Gold Rush 


CHRIS AIRE'S CUSTOM JEWELRY HAS 
CHANGED THE COLOR OF LOOKING MONEY 


ib @) CLeve M to) lo Wl plo tm olcrere) pale to (cm olen mei (otelaletcemotsn(o)e(o ments: 
NBA/NFL/MTV set, then Chris Aire is its Midas. Since 
1996, the West African-raised founder of 2Awesome 
International has been creating must-have custom- 
made jewelry (most notably his Aire Traveler watch) for 
ome) tay ol@ Cosi (c) MisletgeolelleMoretiihimi(c)(eGio(cioletli(cccoslmell a 
star teams: Allen Iverson, Jermaine O'Neal, LeBron 
James, Charles Woodson, Lawyer Milloy and Mike Vick, 
to name-drop just a few. 


But it's Aire's Red Gold that has mdde The Iceman (as : 4 SMOKIN’: Raul Mondesi 


Siac) pe Metele Mesh (ose) m@i-reh elem tetcms onl (cla (ottelcsaraleloje.cre mottos) 


wears a Red Gold Aire 


Traveler watch, $85,000 
(www.2awesomeint.com). 


white hot. "I recognized a vacuum in the 
marketplace,” says Aire, who uses 14K, 18K 
and 22K Red Gold in his dog tags, bracelets 
and watches. "People wanted something 
new.” The Red Gold rush soon began. 

The alloy has been so popular that this fall 
the previously exclusive 2Awesome line will 
be available at select stores such as Saks 


Fifth Avenue and Neiman Marcus. So just 
what does this new precious metal say about 
aman? "That I'm hip and cutting-edge,” says 
Aire, "That I'm an innovator, that I'm a 
leader.” O'Neal, quite the leader in the low 
post, agrees: “Everyone's into platinum, but I 
wanted to be different." He won't be different 
for long. -Michael J. Agovino 


YOUR NAME HERE: Red 
Gold mini dog tag with 
round brilliant diamonds 
by Chris Aire, $790 
(www. 2awesomeint.com). 


Their Finest Hour 


WHAT KIND OF WATCH SHOULD YOU WEAR FOR YOUR BIG MOMENT? 
SOME TOP NBA DRAFT SELECTIONS SHARE THEIR PICKS 


Reaching the big time is one thing; finding the right watch to tell it is another, The morning of this year's NBA 
draft, Ben Gordon, Shaun Livingston, Devin Harris and Sebastian Telfair made their way to New York's Avianne 
& Co, to lighten their forthcoming paychecks, When their names were called that night, all four were wearing 
the same watch (1]—albeit in different colors and with varying degrees of diamonds. "I picked it because it was 


flashy yet classy,” says Livingston. Maybe so, but timing is everything. 


by Avianne & Co., 
starting at $10,000 
{www.avianneandco,com]. 


WORKING THE 
REGISTER: 
What will Vince 
be dunking in 
his deep fryer? 


watch by Jacob & Co., 
starting at $7,600 
(www.jacobandco.com). 


-ELLEN McGARRITY 


watch by Chase-Durer, $995 
(www.chase-durer.com). 


Gift, Raptor? 


MR. AND MRS. VINCE CARTER CORDIALLY 
REQUEST YOUR PRESENTS 


If, tike us, you're still obsessing about what to give Vince Carter and 
his new bride, Dr. Ellen Rucker, may we recommend a few items? 
According to weddingchannel.com, the Carters (who were married 
in Palm Beach on July 3 and have registered at Williams-Sonoma, 
Bloomingdale's, Crate & Barrel and Macy's) still have hundreds of 
gifts remaining on their registry, For instance, you might think 
about the Vera Wang Blanc Sur Blanc gravy boat for $130. Or 
perhaps a set of four monogrammed highbalt glasses (they 
need 12) for $49. Alas, someone has already sprung for 
the VillaWare Petite Belgian Round Waffle Maker (for 
a reasonable $59.95), but we have our 
eye on this Waring 
deep fryer (with a 
viewing window and 
automatic shut-off) 

for $129.95. 
Now, what to get Tiger 


and Elin? 


Rafael Araujo made 
a splash with a Chase- 
Durer diving watch (3). 


Moos 


Livingston (left) sported Avianne’s watch (1), while 
Luol Deng opted for the ever-popular 


How Romantic 
Is a Toaster? 


Several other recently 
engaged/married athletes 
also have gift registries at 
weddingchannel.com and 
theknot.com. Here are a few 
choice selections. 


Eddie George, RB, Dallas Cowboys 
Baccarat Vega Goblet No.2: $115 
(still needs two) 


Wendy Palmer, F, Connecticut Sun 
Brushed stainless steel Cuisinart 
toaster oven broiler, $99.95 


Ansu Sesay, F, Seattle Sonics 
Eight-inch Marquis By Waterford 
“Borboletta” butterfly vase, $149 


Antonio Daniels, G, Seattle Sonics 
Henckels gourmet steak knives 
(set of four), $39.95 
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Welcome to a new kind of tension. 
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oe Who You Callin’ 
a Dirtbag? 


If you want to look like a hardrocker, 
a lunatic or even a fighting okra, these 
team colors will fit you to a tee 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY BROOKE NIPAR 
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; HOME GIRLS [left to right): 
South Dakota School of Mines 
& Technology F ardrockers 
T-shirt (wwW.sdsmt book- ~~" 
store.com), $15.99; running 
shorts by American Apparel bib 
(www.american apparel.net), 
$22; sneakers by Nike 
; (ywinike.com). Long Beach 
State University Dirtbags 
shorts (www.csulb.edu/aux/ 
*bookstore), $12.95; vintage 
T-shirt; sneakers by Nike.” 
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FIGHTING OKRA! 


LUN aric8 
‘UNATIC? 


OASEHALK Chun 


BEYOND NIMROD NATION LIES A UNIVERSE OF TEAMS WITH HUMOR- 
ous nicknames. Trinity Christian College in Illinois, for instance, 
has its Trolls, while the Dunn School in Los Olivos, Calif, is known 
for its Earwigs. Sturgis Brown High School in South Dakota supports 
its Scoopers—making them, that's right, the Brown Scoopers. 
Okay, so none of those players would stand a chance with Sweet 
Briar College's famous Vixens. For that matter, neither would 
Webster University’s Gorlocks (who sound like they were named by 
J.K. Rowling) or the Eutectics from St. Louis College of Pharmacy. 
(Suddenly, being called a Gorlock doesn't seem so bad, does it?) 
Sometimes, however, names can be shrewdly misleading. 
One wouldn't think the guys at South Dakota School of Mines & 


| - 
¢ <4 
2 


' 


Technology do a lot of, well, extracurricular drilling, but call 
them the Hardrockers and it certainly butches up their image. 

Or consider Long Beach State University. While the rest of the 
teams at LBSU are known as the 49ers, the baseball team (which 
gave us Jason Giambi) proudly calls itself the Dirtbags. 

But be careful of who you make fun of, because you may run 
across a lunatic—as in a Nevada Lunatic, a minor league team 
from the early 20th century. And Notre Dame isn't the only school 
looking for a fight; there are Fightin’ Blue Hens (University of 
Delaware), Fighting Porcupines (Springtown High School in 
Texas) and, of course, Fighting Okra from Delta State University. 

You've always got to watch out for those okra. e 


Hummer Chameleon 
CURT SCHILLING’S RIDE HAS IT MADE IN MANY SHADES 


Earlier this season, Boston Globe columnist Dan Shaughnessy 
received a little chin music from Curt Schilling for mistak- 
enly writing that the Red Sox ace drives qa white BMW with 
spinning hubcaps. Schilling drive a Beemer? Please. The 
fact is he owns a much more modest ride: a Hummer H1 
purchased back in his Arizona days. And, befitting a man 
who is, shall we say, temperamental, the car features a 
custom chameleon paint job (such as DuPont's 
ChromaLusion), so that it appears to change colors— 
from purple to blue to green to teal—depending on the 
angle. Think of it as mood bling. 


CRACKING DA SCHILLING CODE 

TEAL: Why GREEN: BLUE: Francona 
did! let The Unit Man,|wasunhit- took me out way 
talk meintoteal table too early. 

back in Arizona? last night. 

| hate teal. 


PURPLE: 

| swear, if Pedro 
so much as looks 
at me the wrong 


n “He looks like he’s rLM “The Mailman oh “He seems to be | Nick Cannon “He looks like 


throwing a sinker, which tails away haber tres gas, but he looks slowing down mitenugh his motion— a surgery waiting to happen. 
from lefties like me. | might have a like he’s coming right into the | probably a changeup. You expect Hitting is about getting good 
tough time with him.” batting zone with a hard cut | that kind of craftiness from a pitches to hit, and | wouldn't 
fastball. | could definitely go yard.” | veteran like him. He'd have me be getting any here. Another 

| rolling over a lot, but | think | walk.” 


| could get a couple of hits off him.” 


a The Unnaturals 


Celebrities who throw out a first pitch often look like 
they're picking up a baseball for the first time, but to the 
highly trained eye of Jim Thome, there's, well, 

more than meets the eye. The Phillies 

slugger scouts this year’s top prospects 

{and future Tommy John candidates). 


“Wow. He scares 
me, ‘Almost Roger Clemens-like. 
I'd really have to bear down on 
him, but I’m afraid he'd get the 
best of me.” 


“Those glasses are 
| pretty thick. I'd never know 

| where the ball was going. Then 
again, neither would he. Free 
pass all the way.” 


“The whole pack- 
age. Very intimidat- 
ing. Not sure I'd be 
able to focus. I'd go 
0-for-8 against her." 


“I'm just 
| eeving not to get beaned.” 


: “The glove tells me he’s into the 
game. Maybe a little too into it. | could never hit 
# inasuit, but | guess he can do whatever he 
wants—he's the commish. He'd be around the 

j plate, so I'd definitely get my hits.” 
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A STYLE FOR EVERY STORY 


RELAXED FIT 


REGULAR FIT 


501° ORIGINAL 


aur 


LOOSE STRAIGHT 


fuby 


MIL 


LOOSE BOOT CUT 


LOW RISE STRAIGHT 


LOW RISE BOOT CUT 


NAME: TOBY LEHMAN 

PROFESSION: SURFER 

JEANS: LEVI'S” LOOSE STRAIGHT 569° JEANS 
IMPRESSION: WAX 


FIND YOUR STYLE AT SELECT STORES - 
ROBINSONS-MAY, HECHT’S, FILENE’S, KAUFMANN’S, FOLEY’S, 
FAMOUS-BARR, MEIER & FRANK, STRAWBRIDGE’S, 

L.S. AYRES, THE JONES STORE levi.com 
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Basketball shoes that perform 
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f)) / To get these new KeSWISS ROUNDBALL styles and exclusive team colors 
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The Athletic SportSource 


BDWELL MAKES HERSELF AT: HOME 
APHS'BY STEPHEN ZEIGLER ~ 
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NICE WHEELS: Though 
White has a Lexus IS 
300, he likes to drive 
his radio-controlled 
monster truck around 
the neighborhood. 
{Note the toilet bowl 
planter on the porch.) 


. 
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WHITE IS THRASHING OUT WHAT IS THEORET- 
ically a Led Zeppelin song on a $3,000 Brazilian rose- 
wood guitar. He’s sprawled out on the floor of Buffalo 
Bros, a bizarro instrument store that’s straight out of 
Tarantino, and just minutes from his Carlsbad, Calif, 
home. His famous mop of red hair crashes over one eye 
like a rogue wave as he continues his far-from-virtuoso 
solo, completely oblivious to the crowd that's standing 
around to hear him play. “Oh, mam,” he says, finally look- 
ing up, “if could win a custom acoustic like this, then I'd 
pull new tricks for every contest.” But for now, the only 
new trick White's concerned with is teaching himself 
guitar. After all, he wants to be a rock star. 

What he doesn't realize, of course, is that he 
already is one. 

At just 17, Shaun White is the undisputed Chairman of 
the Boards—the first athlete to cross over and appear in 
the Winter and Summer X Games, for snowboarding 
and skateboarding. His countless triumphs have 
eared him three homes, a load of sponsorships and 
one notable extravagance: a gray Lexus IS 300, bought 
the day after he got his driver's license. Last year. It's a 


lot to have achieved so young, but White doesn't 
behave like someone who wants to sit back and let it all 
soak in. He's always on the move, looking for that next 
good time. And for now, the rock career can wait— 
there's surfing to be done. 

The drive back to the White house is brief, but it's 
long enough for Shaun to riff on his musical tastes 
(Tenacious D, Metallica, the White Stripes) and clichéd 
taste in tattoos. “I'm gonna get the new Barb Wire '05," he 
says half-seriously, displaying a fine appreciation for 
Pamela Anderson's oeuvre. His older brother and team 
manager, Jesse, with whom he’s usually joined at the 
quip, turns back to smile his approval. 

The White house is just like the other homes in the 
neighborhood, except for the horticultural statement 
that greets visitors on the front porch: an old toilet bowl 
with a hydrangea growing out of it. Inside the front door 
is & box filled with fuzzy white bedroom slippers. This is 
the home of the Anti-Osbournes, a cool and close-knit 
family that's actually highly functional. 

As White’s mother, Cathy, makes guacamole for 
tonight's barbecue, his father, Roger, appears in the 
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THE SHAUN WHITE 
EXPERIENCE: Practicing 
riffs with his brother, 
Jesse {left}, and his girl- 
friend's father (below). 
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A REALLY BIG SHOE: 
The Jesse-designed 
Shaun White snowboard 
boot for Burton 
(www.burton.com). 


ON LAND ... White sits 

by the Lexus he bought i 
the day after he got his : 
driver's license. 


... OR SEA: Shaun and 
his father (opposite) 
head to the beach. Left, 
he and his girlfriend, 
Summer, finish up some 
late-day surfing near his 
home. He may be better 
on the board, but put a 
guitar in her hands and 
she owns him. 


WHAT ELSE WOULD 
YOU EXPECT BUT 
WHITE SHEETS? Shaun 
hangs in his bedroom, 
surrounded by a few of 
his favorite things, 
including a snowboard 
detailed by Jesse 

and the Lord of the 
Rings books, 
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yard. Keen observers would immediately recognize this 
burly dude dressed only in surf trunks as the same wild 
man banging on a drum set on the Jesse-designed 
Shaun White Burton snowboarding helmet. 

"Dad's kinda gnarly,” White says of the guy who 
taught him how to snowboard. “He goes for the jumps 
and stuff. When I was little and didn't know if I could 
make a jump, I'd ask Jesse, ‘Do you think I can hit it?’ 
And he'd say, ‘Dunno, let's send Dad down.’ So we'd fully 
send Dad off the jump. He was a guinea pig, and he’d 
just get rocked.” 

Not unlike his son did when he met the girl next door. 
Blond, blue-eyed and impossibly full of California sun- 
shine, White’s 16-year-old girlfriend seems like she just 
stepped out of a Beach Boys album. Hell, even her 
name is Summer. She tosses White a wet suit, and they 
soon zip across the road to the beach. 

To watch Shaun White surf is to imagine what might 
have been had he not been whacked in the face with 
his Boogie Board at age 4. It was then that White traded 
the ocean for the mountains and took up snowboard- 
ing with the rest of his family. Still, he admits, 
he'll never really be a true mountain person. “I just can’t 
live [there],” he says. “I need guitar stores and insane 


skate parks 10 minutes from my house.” 

After a few hours of frisking in the waves like twin dol- 
phins, Shaun and Summer make their wery back to the 
White house, where Cathy has laid out a ‘east of barbe- 
cued ribs, steak, chicken, com, chips and salsa, water- 
melon, brownies, Dos Equis, margaritas and tons of 
Mountain Dew for the members of Team White who 
have gathered. “Screw extreme sports,” Jesse cracks. “Try 
extreme eating.” 

It's a fairly big feast for a millionaire who actually 


lives pretty modestly and still gets an allowance of $100 
a week. Of course, if you're sponsored by Target, Oakley, 
PlayStation, T-Mobile, Mountain Dew, Burton and Volcom, 
you don't really need to buy anything, ever. “Yech, I've 
had the same hundred for two weeks,” scrys White, scarf- 
ing down some chips. "The only thing I've spent money 
on is a Cinnabon and some tacos. I don’t wanna be 
a superbling guy.” 

Later that night, as the party winds down, Shaun is 
curled up on the couch in a foot-massage sixty-nine with 
Summer. It's an intimate moment, and the guests move 
into a different part of the house to give them a little 
privacy. The rock star and his biggest fan look like 
they're ready to go backstage. e 


THE NEED FOR FEED: 
Shaun's mom, Cathy 
(left), used a bullhorn to 
let guests know it was 
dinner time. Some 
skateboard friends 
(right) chow down at 
the barbecue. 


RELAX, PEOPLE, 
THERE'S ENOUGH FOR 
THIRDS: Team Shaun 
White crowds into the 
kitchen; Summer and 
her father sample the 
feast (above left). 
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GRIP IT AND FLIP IT; 
Big John serves up 
a few steaks on the 
Lazy Man gas grill 
next to his plasma 
screen TV. Medium 
rare, please ... and 
pass the remote. 


HIS TEE SHOTS MAY FLY, BUT 
WHEN JOHN DALY TRAVELS 
BETWEEN TOURNAMENTS, 

HE PACKS UP HIS $1.3 MILLION 
TRAILER AND DRIVES—LONG 


BY ANDREW GOLDMAN PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK HEITHOFF 


EVEN ON THOSE MOST BRUTAL MORNINGS, WHEN IT SEEMS THE WORLD MAY 
have forgotten what he’s capable of on a golf course, John Daly has made 
certain that when he wakes up inside the 45-foot rolling Graceland that is his 
home on the road, it will be impossible to forget he can still be the king of the 
PGA jungle. Every free inch of space in his $1.3 million Featherlite Prevost 
custom-designed trailer not covered by mirrors, ostrich skin or blond wood- 
grain veneer has been embossed with the wild-maned lion logo he designed 
for his own clothing line. It's woven into the towels, glued to the Plexiglas wine 
cabinet and staring out from the RV's custom-made “grip it and sip it" dining 
table. In the shower, there's no threat of an identity crisis either: Daly lathers up 
facing an etched-glass lion that turns soothing shades of green, blue and 
white, thanks to some fancy backlighting. 

And should he need to remind himself that he has fans in high places, 
there is always the photo of Daly with George W. Bush that's stuck to the 
fridge. “That's my man,” he says, pointing to an image that’s most notable 
for the fact that Daly actually donned a sport jacket for the occasion. “I usu- 
ally feel like I'm wearing a three-piece suit when I got socks on.” 

There are, of course, a few signs that Daly has led a life worthy of the teari- 
est country tune on a truck stop jukebox. In a living room cabinet sits a pile 
of unopened copies of My Life, the CD of ballads he wrote and recorded 
with buddies like (fellow bus aficionado) Willie Nelson. And should he ever 
be in the mood to crank up such autobiographical ditties as “I’m Drunk, 
Damn Broke” or “All My Ex’s Wear Rolexes,” there are three stereos on board. 
Though, frankly, he prefers watching television on one of the trailer’s three 
42-inch plasma screen TVs—especially the one that slides out from a cargo 
bay next to the retractable Lazy Man gas grill. "You can cook and watch TV,” 
he says in his sleepy drawl. “That's cool.” 

When not on Tour or at home in Arkansas, Daly has taken to mooring his 
brown-and-white monster on the pastoral grounds of the Nemacolin 
Woodlands Resort & Spa, a golf retreat in Farmington, Pa, owned by 
billionaire 84 Lumber founder—and Daly sponsor—Joe Hardy. Hardy even 

offered Daly free use of the hotel's most capacious room— 
“Little John’s been staying in the presidential 
suite,” Daly says of his 1-year-old—but pillow 

mints be damned. The Lion prefers the 

comforts of his mobile den. ° 


a 


F CAUTION: 


Nn 


mi § 
= Z 


‘\\ / crossine 


WHEN HOLLY BECK WAS A TEENAGER 


AS ONE on 
growing up in Palos Verdes, Calif, she OF Bite ba 
begged her former-cheerleader mom to SURFING’S ™ 
let her try catching some waves. “She GOLDEN P 
was like, ‘No way. Girls aren‘tsupposedto GIRLS, % 
surf. You're supposed to sit on the beach HOLLY 
and look cute in a bikini" says the 23 BECK 
year-old surfing goddess. Luckily for IS CLEARLY 


Holly, she tuned out to be quite good at 
both. And while Beck has yet to make it to 
the World Championship Tour, this is no 


ENJOYING 
TH 


Kournikova-by-the-Sea. BY KNIRIRLS 
After reaching the top of the amateur ce baad 
SORA 


circuit, the goofy-footed Beck made an 
unexpected cutback: she put off turning 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANETTE AURELL 
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pro for college. (Her senior year, she won 
the NSSA National Open Women’s Cup.) 
Now that she has her degree in psychol- 
ogy from UC-San Diego, the 5'7", 
sunkissed blonde is slugging it out in the 
World Qualifying Series. That early 
promise is paying off—she's nearing the 
W@S top five, which will finally bring her 
to the big tour. Still, it's a career that does 
have some regrets. Competing in places 
like Hawaii, Australia and South Africa 
keeps Beck away from her apartment in 
Redondo Beach at least four months of 
the year, And as for men in her life, well, 
let's just say if you stand close enough to 
them, you can hear the ocean. "When I 


look for a guy," she says, “intelligence is 
really important. And I haven't found a 
surfer on tour who really stimulates me in 
that sense,” 

Not that she isn’t above doing ci little 
stimulating of her own in the meantime. 
Last year, on the WB surfing reality series 
Boarding House: North Shore, Beck was 
caught on-camera uttering something 
less than ladylike: “I need to get some 
ass’ is not something I usually say,” the 
self-proclaimed Deadhead says now. “I 
was buzzed at a party, joking with the 
girls. And that’s the line they used over 
and over again in the previews.” 

But even when she’s not talking PG-13, 
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the camera loves Holly Beck; she models 
for Op, Body Glove and other sponsors, 
and was up for the lead role in Blue 
Crush. And thanks to her buoyant per- 
sonality and girl-next-door charm, she’s 
always turing up on TV. “The fact that 
I am educated, can put a sentence 
together and have that Califomia surfer 
girl image,” Beck says, “those things are 
really valuable, and allow me to take 
the sport to the next level.” 

Not that she has forgotten that other 
crucial skill set. “Sex sells,” she says mat- 
ter-offactly. “That's the way it is. And if 
you have that strength, then you use it” 
Even Mom couldn't argue with that. e 


CARE FOR A SPLASH? 


WE ASKED SEVERAL ATHLETES: WHICH COLOGNE HELPS 
YOU SCORE? HOLLY BECK GETS ON BOARD TO 
LET US KNOW WHICH ONES ARE DA KINE—AND WHICH 


ARE A SKUNKFEST. 


SCOTT TURNER, CB, 
Denver Broncos 

“My wife likes Versace 
Blue Jeans [A] on me.” 
Holly says: “This is my 
favorite one. | like a 
more mellow scent, and 
to me, the Versace is 
appealing but not over- 
powering. It smells like 
a hot guy.” 


KOREN ROBINSON, WR, 
Seattle Seahawks 
“Issey Miyake |B}. I like 
that. That catches the 
ladies’ attention.” 

Holly says: “I like this 
one—it seems a little 
fresher, fruitier almost, 
than the Versace. Like 
you've been out ona 
boat and it’s windy.” 


CHRIS CHAMBERS, WR, 
Miami Dolphins 

“Cris Carter bought me 
some Cartier (C} 
[cologne] for a 
Christmas present, and 
my teammates didn’t 
know what it was 
because nobody gets 
that type of high-profile 
cologne. Cris almost 
snapped at us for not 
knowing that this is 
some ritzy cologne. 
Hopefully, | don’t need 
some cologne to help 
me score, but that 

is one | use.” 

Holly says: “I like the 
smell of it, but | thought 
this was too strong. It’s 
just like, whoa! Too 
overpowering.” 


PHIL NEVIN, 1B, 

San Diego Padres 
“Jean Paul Gaultier (D). 
I don't wear cologne 
during a game, but 
that's what | wear. I've 
never put cologne on 
to play. You have 

to talk to Reggie 
Sanders about that one. 
He always smells 
good—he and Mike 
Cameron, for some 
reason.” 

Holly says: “This is the 
one | like the least. 
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Also, it comes in a little 
bottle that’s like a 
[man’s] torso. | mean, 

| could see putting it in 
a bottle that was like a 
woman's body—but not 
a guy's!” 


LADAINIAN 
TOMLINSON, RB, 

San Diego Chargers 
“Burberry (E) and 
Escape for Men |F). 
My wife picks my 
colognes. She likes 
those two on me.” 
Holly says: “I thought | 


at 


ESCAPE 


Calvin Klen 


was really going to like 
[Escape], because I've 
liked Calvin Klein's 
colognes before, but it’s 
a little too sweet. 
[Burberry] smells like 
my grandpa.” 


JOHNNY DAMON, CF, 
Boston Red Sox 

“[| wear] whatever 
Manny Ramirez sprays 
on me before a game. 
He goes around and 
sprays us with 
whatever the newest or 
hottest brand is.” 
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ROY WILLIAMS SEES HIS OPENING. IT’S 
been a grueling game, and the hard- 
hitting Dallas Cowboys safety already 
has taken some pretty brutal knocks. 
He's down on one knee and slow getting 
up. The crowd is pumped, and he can 
just make out their cheers of support. 
“C'mon, Roy, don't be nervous,” he hears 
a guy say. “It's fourth and two. You gotta 
stop the man!” Williams spots someone 
on the sideline sucking on some hot 
wings. “C'mon, Roy,” the guy barks. 
“Let's do this!" 

It's a high-pressure moment Williams 
has faced hundreds of times before in his 
career. Yet somehow, this is different. This 
one is bigger than Oklahoma-Nebraska. 
Bigger than any Cowboys game he’s 
played in. Williams sees that opening, 
and when his girlfriend, Destiny's Child's 
Kelly Rowland, strides nervously up the 
middle, Williams makes his move. 
Rowland’s eyebrows raise, and a smile 
glances across her face. 

“Will you do me the honor,” he starts to 
say softly, “of being my husband?” 

Fummmmmmmmbiljiiiiliie! 

Only Kelly hears the flub, and Williams 
immediately recovers: “The honor of 
being my wife?" Rowland laughs. Yes. 
Husband, wife, whatever. Yes, 

The moment is quintessential old- 
school Roy Williams—a private, humble, 
no-nonsense kid from a modest East Bay 
family—in the most traditional moment 
of a man’s life. But it's the essence of the 
new Roy, as well. Panning back from the 
scene, this isn't being played out on the 
gridiron. Luther Vandross is dripping 
over the sound system inside Jay-Z's 
40/40 Club in Manhattan. “It's fourth and 
two"? That's Jay-Z himself. The guy with 
the chicken wings? That's then-Def Jam 
president Kevin Liles. Beyoncé’s there too. 
So's Cuttino Mobley. 

And here’s the very private Roy 
Williams, alone in a crowd of A-listers, 
taking a knee in front of a world full of 
expectations. If getting to this moment is 
any indication, life may be a compli- 
cated cocktail going forward. “She put 
me through some s—”" Williams says 
later, remembering his courtship. “And I 
tell her that: ‘You really did me kind of 
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YOU THINK 
IMPRESSING 
BILL 
PARCELLS 
IS TOUGH? 
TRY 
WINNING 
OVER KELLY 
ROWLAND. 
COWBOYS 
SAFETY ROY 
WILLIAMS 
TALKS 
ABOUT LIFE 
ON THE 
EVLisk; 
BUILDING 


‘ HIS DREAM 


HOUSE AND 
PREPARING 
FOR MAN- 
TO-WIFE 
COVERAGE 


BY BEN CRAMER 
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HIGH ON HIS BABY 
HOG lopposite): “I've 
got some mini 
motorcycles that only 
go 35 or 40 mph, sol 
can control them. After 
Jay Williams, I'm too 
scared to mess around 
with big bikes.” Dallas 
Cowboys T-shirt and 
black nylon shorts, 
both by Reebok; 
sneakers by S. Carter 
for Reebok. 


JUST FOR KICKS: When 
the shoe closet {below 
left) starts to overflow, 
Williams passes extras 
along to a teenage 
neighbor who mows his 
lawn. The pool room 
(left) also doubles as a 
sports memorabilia 
gallery, which includes 
the oversized Roy 
Williams bobblehead. 
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bad, baby.’ She apologizes now. She 
really messed up my season.” 

Last season? The one in which Williams 
was chosen the starting free safety on 
the NFC Pro Bowl squad? The year in 
which he became, arguably, the premier 
safety in the league? “Just wait until you 
see this season,” Williams says coolly in 
the living room of his surburban Dallas 
mansion, "It'll be better.” 


“WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU'LL BE FIVE 
years from now?" asks a page from 
Williams’ junior-year high school year- 
book, His answer: “Playing for the Dallas 
Cowboys.” It's a prophetic time capsule of 
a kid wholly infused with self-assurance. 
In the adjacent black-and-white photo of 
the 16-year-old then-quarterback, the 
young Williams is not just smiling, he’s lit- 
erally laughing. Confident. 

His uncanny ability to call the very 
NFL team he'd play for? Just good luck, 
probably, But Williams has shone 
brightly in Dallas under Bill Parcells, the 
newest in a series of notoriously demand- 
ing, tight-ship coaches he has played 


for, starting with high school coach Neal 
Fromson in California and the University 
of Oklahoma's Bob Stoops. 

It's a style that suits him well, Williams 
is the best pure athlete Fromson has 
ever coached. “He wasn't blazing fast,” 
Fromson says. "He wasn't particularly 
strong. He just had something inside 
him that made him an incredible hitter.” 
Williams is also one of the most private 
people Fromson has ever met. The day 
after Oklahoma won the 2000 national 
championship, Williams rolled into the 
coach's office, "I always had the feeling 
he was here to hide out,” says Fromson. 

Even now, in Williams’ increasingly 
public life, he tends to stay on the 
sidelines, “If I do go out,” the 24-year-old 
Williams says, “you're only going to see 
me for 30 minutes or an hour. After that, 
I'm ready to go home.” That's not to say 
he isn't enjoying fame and the access it 
affords him. He has adopted a family of 
contemporary athletes; "Rip Hamilton, 
that's my cousin, LeBron is my cousin too. 
And Kevin Liles is my big brother, We're 
the rat pack—me, LeBron, Carmelo, Rip 


“RIP HAMILTON, — 
THAT'S MY COUSIN. 
LeBRON IS MY 
COUSIN TOO. WE'RE 
THE RAT PACK—ME, 
LeEBRON, CARMELO, 
RIP AND KEVIN 
LILES. THAT’S REAL. 
THAT'S MY FAMILY.” 


and Kevin Liles, That's real, That's fam- 
ily.” And, in the spring of 2005, most likely 
in Jamaica, Kelly Rowland will become 
family too. 


KELLY SITS AT ROY'S KITCHEN TABLE, 
dog-earing pages of interior design 
magazines for stylish takes on a 
Mediterranean motif. She takes periodic 
calls from her Destiny's Child “sisters” 
and her family, and frequently primps 
her Yorkshire Terrier, Mocha, as Williams 
watches TV in the living room. From this 
picture of domestic bliss, it's hard to 
imagine that, just a few months ago, 
Kelly had deleted Roy from her phone, 
refusing to call him back, 

Perhaps the slight downturn in his 
numbers last year really was about the 
girl, Williams first met Rowland in 
February 2003 at NBA All-Star Weekend 
in Atlanta, through his pal, Baltimore 
Ravens receiver Ron Johnson, “I was 
around Kelly a lot that night,” he 
remembers, “And I was kind of feeling a 
vibe, like she was looking at me and 
might want to talk.” Or not. "I didn't 
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remember him from that night at ‘all,” 
Rowland recalls with a laugh, ‘And now, 
I'm like, You were feeling my vibe?'" 

For better or for worse, Williams didn’t 
know hed failed to impress, And soon 
after, he really opened up his romantic 
playbook: “She was making a movie in 
LA I started calling her when she was off- 
set. I sent her cards and flowers, just 
because.” And that was early in the 
game, "A friend of mine was in LA, and we 
started filling her trailer with crazy stuff,’ 
Williams says, “One day it was roses, 
Another day with teddy bears, One day I 
had an iPod with all the music that she 
loves,” He delivered bamboo arrange- 
ments. He had waterfalls installed, He 
sent a foot masseuse, Keep in mind, the 
two had never even gone out 

“I was just distracted,” he remembers, 
"I put a lot of effort into her, ] showed my 
feelings for her, I told her, ‘I see myself 
with you,’ She'd tell me one thing and 
then another, playing both sides of the 
fence,” Then, seemingly out of nowhere, 
Rowland cut off communication, She 
was getting back together with an ex, 

Enter Cupid in the form of Serena 
Williams, a friend of Rowland’s, Serena 
took Roy out to dinner, “She wanted to 
see what kind of person I was," he says 
with a smile, "and she was putting me 
through the wringer.” Serena pressed 
him: “You sure you don't have a baby’s 
mama? You sure you don't have a girl- 
friend?” "It was cool, though,” he says. 
“She was looking out for Kelly.” 

Serena then began evangelizing to 
Rowland. “He’s the nicest guy,” the tennis 
star insisted. "And he's real,” But Rowland 
was doubtful, "I thought, a football 
player? Those guys are dogs!" she says, 
laughing at the kitchen table, 

Serena brought Williams unan- 
nounced to Kelly's birthday party in 
February, and by Valentine's Day 2004, 
Rowland had unloaded her baggage 
and agreed to go out with Williams on 
their first proper date, Then, in May— 
Williams never having seen a Destiny‘s 
Child concert, Rowland never having 
been to a Cowboys game—Roy went 
shopping for a ring with Beyoncé's mom, 
headed to the 40/40 Club and took a 
knee. Three months after their first real 
date. Impulse? More like conviction, "That 
day," Williams remembers, “I thought, I 
should just propose tonight. Why not? This 
is the girl I want to be with.” 
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"FOOTBALL IS NOT GOING TO BE EVERY- 
thing for me,” Williams says, relaxing on 
the leather chaise longue in his bed- 
room. "I love playing, but it's just some- 
thing I'm doing right now." While the 
romance seems to have deepened his 
perspective of the game, there is scant 
evidence of it in his home. Williams’ 
4,500-square-foot house in Dallas’ north- 
ern sprawl remains, foremost, a museum 
of sports memorabilia, 

There are drawings and poems from 
neighborhood kids, A closet with 100 
pairs of sneakers, The Roy Williams bob- 
bleheads. The game room doubles as a 
trophy room, with a 3,000-game arcade 
unit and pool table surrounded by 
plaques, mementos and photos, He has 
plastic cases displaying signed shoes 
from Al, a basketball from MJ and a foot- 
ball from Warren Sapp, Signed jerseys 
from Emmitt Smith, Earl Campbell and 
Eddie George, and a virtual shrine— 
signed helmet, jersey and shoes—to his 
hero, Ronnie Lott, 

"I can't wait to get out of this place,” 
Williams says as if he's been living ina 
shotgun shack. This month, he and 
Rowland will begin building an enor- 
mous new dream house on a nearby 
Tour 18 golf course. Two swimming 
pools and a Jacuzzi will adorn the 
16,000-square-foot manse, That's nearly 
as big as the living quarters of the 
White House, but considerably more 
modest than the original design, which 
included a bowling alley and a record- 
ing studio. So what will Williams fill all 
that new space with? He thinks a mo- 
ment, then musters, "I want to get a 
card table.” 


WILLIAMS IS BACK IN MANHATTAN WITH 
Rowland (who's in town to record the next 
Destiny's Child album), and tonight the 
couple is heading out for another night at 
Jay-2Z's 40/40, “This is the longest I've ever 
stayed in New York,” Williams says inside 
the Reebok store, where he's shopped to 
within $4 of his sponsor's $1,000-per-visit 
limit. “This city is just too much.” 

Tonight, New Roy will step up, spend 
some time with his “family.” Until then, 
Old Roy is chilling on the turf he knows 
best: sports, or, at least, sporting goods. 
Like the shy young man who walked 
into Coach Fromson's office the day 
after the national championship, for the 
moment, Roy Williams is hiding out. e 
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_ *“HE’S THE NICEST GUY,” 

_ SERENA WILLIAMS INSISTED. 

) HE’S REAL.” BUT ROWLAND 

fe WAS STILL DOUBTFUL. 
“| THOUGHT, A FOOTBALL PLAYER? 
THOSE GUYS ARE DOGS!” 


DRESSED TO CHILL: The future 

Mr. and Mrs. in their living room 
as Williams plays NFL Street— 

with himself at running back. 


Williams wears a cotton shirt by 
Hood Rich; blue jeans by Sean 
John; sneakers by S. Carter 

for Reebok. Rowland wears a 
silk dress by Stella McCartney. 
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QUICK, LATERAL IT TO 
ME! Saints QB Aaron 
Brooks and WR Michael 
Lewis celebrate their 
win for Best Play. 


AT THE ESPYs 
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FOXX IN THE HEN HOUSE: Jamie practices his unique !-formation and takes a few snaps between conga moves with some backup dancers for OutKast. 


THAT'S BIG BOt 
WITH AN “9”: 
Kevin Garnetg .- 
signs a ball 

for OutKast, ) 


WOULD YOU WANT TO 
PLAY FOR THIS MAN? 
Foxx patrols the 
sidelines as the larger- 
than-life Do Dirty. 


JAMIE FOXX IS SURROUNDED BY HOTTIES. HIS HAREM, IN TIGHT 

tees, short shorts and even shorter skirts, blindly follows his 
impromptu conga line through the aisles of the Kodak Theatre. It has all 
the makings of a video that would make Paris Hilton blush—until the 
music stops. The sound check for OutKast's ESPY Awards-closing number 
will resume shortly, but for the moment, the Pied Piper of Hamming must 
head back to his dressing room to work with his writers. 

Once there, the now-stag Foxx finds solace, remixing “Can I Be Your 
Tennis Ball,” the outrageous R&B ode to Serena Williams he sang at last 
year's show. Jokes bounce faster than a Mike Tyson check, stopping only 
when Foxx, practicing faux serves, accidentally smacks the ceiling with 
an oversized prop racket. The doo-wop refrain “What the f— is going on?” (his 
reaction to Serena dating someone else) becomes TV-friendly-butunfunny 


WAIT, YOU'RE NOT MY 
BROTHER: Owen 
Wilson temporarily 
2 ' adopts Eli Manning at 
Ad ? the Jamie Foxx party. 
* 


DOUBLE TEAM: Diana 
y f Taurasi (left) and Swin 
uf Cash [center] make 
ee an entrance at the 
ae Highlands. 
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CAN | GET MORE PLAYING TIME IN ATHENS? Dwyane 
Wade greets his Olympic coach, Larry Brown. 


“What the frick is going on?” before evolving into a winner: 
“What the French Open is going on?" Foxx’s choreographed 
hip thrusts (vigorous enough to threaten post-ESPY surgery) 

LAVERNE proved that finding the perfect joke is serious business. 
AND... And fluid. One comedic bit imagined by Team Foxx pictures the perennially 
iitaerea stacked Yankees adding Jesus himself to the lineup. But an hour before showtime, 
= WER = cveryone decides the Lakers would be a better recipient of the divine intervention, 
3 . Mba since Shaq was dealt earlier that day. “Last year,” says writer Johnnie Mack, “we 
; were shouting lines to him from the wings.” Even athletes called comedic audibles. 
The next night. when ascotclad Terrell Owens gave out an award, co-presenter Gary 

Payton dubbed him “the black Hugh Heiner.” 

That night, after the rehearsal, the real Hef got into the ESPY act, hosting a 
V Foundation benefit at the Playboy Mansion. As Biz Markie spun vinyl, New 
England Patriot Larry Izzo gave revelers photo-ops, wearing his Super Bowl ring. 
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IF YOU SEE JAMIE FOXX, PRETEND YOU'RE MY BOYFRIEND: Serena Williams and Tom Cruise form an instant mutual admiration society backstage. 


LOOKING FOR TAILS? 
Andy Roddick and 
Peyton Manning 

at the Playboy party. 


Meanwhile, Aaron Brooks and his Saints crew saluted light heavyweight king 
Antonio Tarver, repeatedly yelling, “The champ is here!” and high-fiving everyone 
and his brother. Well, almost everyone's brother. Peyton Manning was keeping a 
close eye on rookie Eli—the Playboy mansion being a potential trouble magnet for 
the No.1 pick. “I have no earthly idea,” laughed Emeka Okafor, speculating whether 
tonight was typical for a pro athlete, “but if it's like this, I'm gonna be smiling a lot. 
This basketball scam is starting to pan out.” 

Dwyane Wade echoed similar sentiments the next night in the ESPY green room. 
‘I could get used to the red carpet,” said Shaq’s new wing mam, still surprised when 
fans wear his jersey. “It’s my first award show, and hopefully the first of many.” 

During the show, a tsunami of photographers flooded backstage when Tom Cruise 
paused to compliment Serena on her game. Ever sensitive, Cruise wondered if she 
was embarrassed by Foxx's crooning. (She wasn't) Just then, the good vibes 
appeared 86-ed when Foxx busted through the crowd bellowing, “Can we clear this, 
folks? We got a game going!" Star tantrum? Nope. Just Foxx's Coach Do Dirty mess- 
ing with everyone's head ... and eyes. His overstuffed shorts? Disturbing. 

The show’s end meant more carousing, beginning at the Highlands, a few floors 
above the Kodak. But the real action came around 11, when guests hit Sunset 
Boulevard and the Mondrian Hotel's infamous Skybar for Foxx’s after-party. Again, 
Biz Markie manned the turntables, and Lisa Leslie quickly christened the dance 
floor, with Derek Fisher and Priest Holmes soon following. While Peyton Manning 
talked pigskin with John Madden, Eli hung with another famous brother—-Owen 
Wilson, who broke from a cozy huddle with three women to talk. The bar's 2 o'clock 
closing tumed the Mondrian‘s lobby into a mini future Hall of Fame. 

As the ESPY clock counted down, it was time to put away the cameras, say good- 
bye to the dancers and the Bunnies, to the Mannings and those dueling Toms 
(Cruise and Brady). For one night at least, the sports world got the BALCOjuiced 
Hollywood treatment usually reserved for the Kodak's more famous occupant, the 
Oscars. As if Billy Crystal could ever seduce a woman inside a giant tennis ball. ¢ 


HE'S GOT WHAT HE 
NEEDS: Biz Markie 
displays some Bunny 
bling at the Playboy 
Mansion. 


ESPN360 


a9 


LAST LICKS 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY NAOMI HARRIS 


So here's to you, Betsy Ross! 


No wonder drivers are 
always trying to take the 
4 checkered flag. 


Jeff Gordon will be right up, ladies ... 


Gentlemen, 
Start Your Engines 


At this summer’s Pepsi 400, these NASCAR 
fans put a little excitement into every lap 


Sera A CI CYTLIINIC 


he | 

fen new | values | 
can remind\ You! 
it’s better|\ here. 


44 t 


SHAUN WHITE 
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DRINK UP. THROW DOWN.” 


MOUNTAIN DEW and ORINK UP. THROW DOWN. are tradomarks of PepsiCo, Inc. 


